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SAINT SPYRIDON GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
www.stspyridonchurch.org
Reverend Presbyter Anthony Evangelatos
franthony@stspyridonchurch.org
Office Hours
Priest: Tuesday—Friday, 9 am—3 pm
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 am—1 pm
Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: George Spiratos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Paul Cotsoridis
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Zoe Adamedes
Philoptochos President: Elaine Brown
Acolytes: James Mellekas
GOYA President: James Mellekas
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos

Greek School:
Loula Eliopoulos
Basile Panoutsopoulos (adult classes)
Soup Kitchen: Presvytera Themmi
Bulletin: Aliki Cooper
(alikicooper@yahoo.com)

Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Basile Panoutsopoulos
Daughters of Penelope President:
Ellen Anagnostos
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday Winter Hours
Orthros 8:45 am
Divine Liturgy 10 am
Sunday Summer Hours (begin June 15) Orthros 7:45 am
Divine Liturgy 9 am
Wednesdays Vespers (or Small Paraklesis
on last Wednesday of
month) 7 pm*
Saturdays

Great Vespers 6 pm*

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Vespers—7 pm*
Orthros—9 am
Divine Liturgy—10 am

*

Note: Holy Confession is available each Saturday after vespers, after Wednesday or
other evening services (when there are no adult classes), and during office hours by
appointment.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER ANTHONY
Christ is risen!
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, I write this article with mixed emotions.
For those who have not heard, I will be leaving St. Spyridon this month in order to
assume duties as the new priest of the Annunciation Church of Brockton, MA on July
1st. For a priest, it is always difficult to leave his family in Christ with which he has
shared so much during his years of serving them. On the other hand, from the day of his
ordination, a priest understands and accepts the need to fulfill his calling by heeding the
needs of the Church, whatever those needs may be.
Regarding my reassignment, His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios has been
informing his clergy for many months now, of upcoming vacancies in the Metropolis
due to several priests about to retire, most of whom were serving larger parishes. His
Eminence had asked some of us who have now acquired many years of experience, to
be prepared to fill these vacancies. Such is the case regarding my assignment to
Brockton, in order to unworthily follow the successful ministry of Fr. John Kiramarios,
who has served the Annunciation Church for 27 years.
The purpose of this article, however, is not to focus on me, but on you, the
parishioners of St. Spyridon, and your relationship with your subsequent priest. I hope
that over the past seven years I have been able to motivate all of you, to some degree, to
strive to be true children of God, and to be visionaries, looking past what you’ve always
known and have been comfortable with. Some of you have shown very clear signs of
spiritual growth. Hopefully, other healthy seeds have been sown so that the next
“caretaker of the garden” may be able to continue nourishing you, thus promoting
growth in Christ.
As you all look forward, you must open your hearts and souls to welcome your
new priest, whoever he will be, as your new spiritual father in Christ. In order to have a
healthy spiritual relationship with your priest, it is important to always see him in his
proper role as your spiritual father and shepherd, leading his flock toward Christ.
Unfortunately, there is a trend with many Orthodox Christians to want to “bring
down” the priest to a more “comfortable” level. Perhaps some do this subconsciously in
order to avoid the sense of accountability to God and His holy Church. Or perhaps
others cannot deal with the fact that a presbyter of God has spiritual charge, through his
bishop, over the entire parish.
The fact of the matter is that your priest is not a casual friend, or a “buddy”. He
is actually much more than a friend, because as a good shepherd he loves his flock, and
wants to help everyone stay on the path of Christ. This is hard to comprehend by those
who cannot see nor understand their priest in this role. True Christian agape is not
casual, nor is it “warm and fuzzy” and superficial. It is on a deeper, spiritual level, not
manifested as one might perhaps expect.
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There are many ways in which a priest manifests Christ’s love for the beloved
members of His holy Church: Preaching the Gospel via the teachings of the Holy
Apostles and the Holy Fathers of the Church; teaching about Christian morality;
admonishing non-Christian-like behavior; conducting the divine services properly
without eliminating prayers, which are said for the benefit of all; redirecting misguided
actions and behaviors; encouraging a life of prayer, fasting, sacramental participation,
and good works; and of course, obvious actions such as visiting the sick and “shut-ins”.
Those who can comprehend God’s love emanating from these things, will seek
to grow in Christ through the spiritual nourishment offered by their priest. Those who
cannot, will continually condemn the work of their priest: “He’s too ‘strict’; his
services are too long; he’s not in touch with people living in the real world; I want to
feel uplifted when I leave church, and not made to feel bad…” We all know that we’ve
heard such remarks; in fact, I used to hear such things all the time during my 36 years as
a lay person.
Beloved in Christ, the bottom line in spiritually healthy parish life is each
member’s relationship with Christ and one another. Many of us put too much emphasis
on the person of the priest. We should not judge him according to our own personal
expectations and our own agendas. If you immediately begin critiquing your new priest
when he arrives, you will be starting off on the wrong foot.
I close by asking all of you to please keep a proper Orthodox perspective with
respect to the Church and Her clergy, prior to welcoming you new priest. Each
Orthodox parish is the Body of Christ manifested locally, and nothing else. The parish
priest stands in the place of his bishop – the “overseer” (episkopos) of the parish – so
therefore, he is the representative of Christ in the Eucharistic assembly and heads all
aspects of parish life. The faithful of the parish complete the rest of the Body of Christ.
Parishes are not ethno-centric “cultural centers”; they are not stages for various
factions to play out politics, control battles, or the agendas of select members or of nonchurch organizations; they are not social institutions for people to gather for mere
camaraderie, mutually beneficial dealings – business or otherwise – or any other such
reason. Your local parish is a sacred vessel heading toward the Second Coming of
Christ. On our ship, there is room for many more bodies searching for the True Faith
and their salvation. It is up to all of you, along with your new priest, to throw open the
doors to welcome new members to the Body, so that you may all journey together
toward the future. This way, you can further build upon, and strengthen that which has
been handed to you from the past generations of Greek Orthodox faithful in the Newport
area.
May God bless and protect each and everyone of you as I take leave of my
service to you. Please keep me and my family in your prayers, just as I will keep you in
mine.
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LITURGICAL SERVICES DURING THE SUMMER
As announced recently in church, Fr. Anthony’s last liturgy will be Pentecost Sunday,
6/15. The final two weeks of June will be taken as vacation time prior to assuming
duties at the Annunciation Church of Brockton, MA on 7/1. As always, a visiting priest
will be sent to St. Spyridon for Sunday services on 6/22 & 6/29, during Fr. Anthony’s
vacation. At this time there is no information on the assignment of a new priest,
therefore, it is not clear whether there will be visiting priests coming after 7/1, if needed.
Obviously, the parish will be kept apprised of the situation.
For any emergency situations, funerals, etc., the church secretary and parish council
president will make arrangements for a substitute priest. An appropriate message will
be recorded by Fr. Anthony on his voice mail, in order to inform callers accordingly.

SUMMER HOURS
Please note that for this year, summer hours will not begin until Pentecost Sunday,
6/15. We usually change services times on the Sunday following Memorial Day;
however, since our religious education program will not end until 6/1, as well as Greek
School on 6/8, it makes sense to postpone the time change for the convenience of all the
families involved.

SOUP KITCHEN NEWS
We hosted over 75 guests at our May Soup Kitchen. Thank you to the Logothets family
for sponsoring the chicken dinner given in memory of Costas Logothets. Please join us
for our June Soup Kitchen on Monday, June 9. IMPORTANT: There will be a
planning meeting of the Soup Kitchen committee, immediately after the Greek School
program on Sunday, 6/8. Please come and join this important ministry of our parish.

RETIREES LUNCHEON & PRESENTATION
Our May gathering featured a short testimonial by Jane Iandolo, regarding an
unexplainable spiritual experience while visiting Sicily with her late husband, Al. The
lunch was provided by Steve and Greg Mellekas of Mel’s Lunch. Our monthly
program will cease during the summer months, and will resume in the fall.
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FROM THE HOLY FATHERS
“When we love someone, we always think of him or her, strive to please him or
her day and night, and our heart is occupied with this. Such is the love we need to give
to God, who is our Creator and Who gave His life for all, supports all, nourishes and
loves all. Thus do we often turn to Him, do we always think of Him, do we always pray
to Him and strive to fulfill His holy commandments. Let us from this day, this hour, this
minute love God above all and fulfill His holy will.” – St. Herman of Alaska
“Why are we so ready to judge our neighbor? Why are we so concerned about
the burden of others? We have plenty to be concerned about; each one has his own debt
and his own sins. It is for God alone to judge, to justify or to condemn. He knows the
state of each one of us and our capacities, our deviations, and our gifts, our constitution
and our preparedness, and it is for him to judge each of these things according to the
knowledge that he alone has.” – St. Dorotheos of Gaza
“A working couple once asked him, ‘Elder, when at night we return very tired to
our home, we do not have the desire for prayer.’ How do you have the desire to eat?
Just as you do not neglect food, no matter how tired you are, all the more so, and even
more so, you should never neglect the food of the soul: communicating with God. Do
not ever neglect prayer, whether at the table, in the morning when you rise, in the
evening, or at night… It is a matter of self-sacrifice and mainly of love. When a certain
person, beloved by you, calls you up very late at night, how is it that despite your
tiredness, you hook yourselves to the receiver and furthermore, sometimes one and two
hours, without being impatient, but, on the contrary, you rejoice?” – Elder Epiphanios
Theodoropoulos

METROPOLIS AWARENESS SUNDAY
Each year, the Metropolis of Boston designates the second Sunday of June (this year the
first Sunday) as “Metropolis Awareness Sunday.” We pause on this day each year, to
remember the multi-faceted ministry, first of all, of His Eminence Metropolitan
Methodios, as well as the Metropolis and its staff, in general. We are very grateful to
His Eminence, the Chancellor, Fr. Al Demos, and the entire Metropolis staff for their
faithful and outstanding service to the parishes of the Boston Metropolis.
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THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP
We are off to a healthy start for the 2008 Stewardship Giving Program, despite the fact
that the mailings were so late. Thanks to all who have sent in their pledge cards. And a
special thank you to those new stewards who have elected to give their gifts on a monthly
basis. Regular monthly giving really helps to stabilize the church’s cash flow position.
Over the next few weeks, Lily and I will begin issuing receipts for financial gifts received
to date.
And remember, if you have NOT turned in your pledge card, please do so as soon as
possible. Remember, it is not necessary to include your entire pledge with the return of
the card. The return of the pledge cards assists the church in financial planning for the
needs of the church.
Finally, the name of Mr. Paul Gianiotis was inadvertently omitted from the 2007 list of
stewards. I deeply apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.
Respectfully submitted:
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Lily Wong Panoutsopoulos
Zoe Adamedes (zadamedes@yahoo.com, 401-274-1316)
COPPER OR GOD?
The story is told that one day a beggar by the roadside asked for alms
from Alexander the Great as he passed by. The man was poor and wretched and had
no claim upon the ruler, no right even to lift a solicitous hand. Yet the Emperor threw
him several gold coins. A Courtier was astonished at his generosity and commented.
"Sir, copper coins would adequately meet a beggar's need. Why give him gold?"
Alexander responded in royal fashion, "Copper coins would suit the beggar's
need, but gold coins suit Alexander's giving."
This is an example of how God gives to us. "He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things?" (Rom. 8:32). Such a God deserves not my "coppers" but my gold!
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Sunday Winter Hou
Sunday Summer Ho
am
(Summer Hours start

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
Sun. of the Blind Man;
Metropolis Awareness
Sunday
Altar Team B

2

3

4 Leave-taking of Pascha, 5
Orthros 10 am;
The Ascensio
Gr. Vespers 7 pm,
Lord, Orthros
followed by adult rel. ed.
(no fasting)

8
The Holy Fathers of the
1st Ecumenical Council
Altar Team A

9

10

11
Small Vespers 7pm,
followed by adult rel. ed.

12

(fast day)
15
Holy Pentecost
(SUMMER HOURS
BEGIN)
Altar Team B

16

17

18
No services

19

No fasting during week of Pentecost—all foods
Fr. Anthony on vacation

22
Sunday of All Saints
(visiting priest)
Altar Team A

23

24

25
No services

Apostles Fast—fish, wine & olive oil permitted Mon., Tues., Thur
Fr. Anthony on vacation

29
30
The Holy Apostles Peter &
Paul (visiting priest)
Altar Team B
Fr. Anthony on vacation

26
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Upcoming Events

urs Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10 am
ours Orthros 7:45 am Divine Liturgy 9

June 3—Festival Committee meeting,
6 pm, Parish Council, 7 pm
June 9—Soup Kitchen; setup 4 pm,
meal 5 pm

June 15)

Fri

Sat

6

7
Great Vespers 6 pm

on of Our
s & Lit.

Regular Events
Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(on break for summer after June 1)

(fast day)
13

June 9—AHEPA meeting, 7 pm,
ABC in Newport

14
Sat. of Souls, Orthros &
Lit.; Great Vespers 6 pm

Adult Religious Education—each
Wednesday after Vespers (on break
for summer after June 11)

(fast day)
20

21
No services

Adult Greek School—Mondays, 5-6
pm (on break for summer after June
2)

s permitted daily

27

rs. & Sat.; strict fast Wed. & Fri.

Children’s Greek School— MondayThursday, 4-6pm (last day is June 5)

28
No services

Holy Confession is available after
each evening service (except
Wednesdays), and by appointment
during office hours.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The May 2008 Parish Council meeting was held on the 6th of the month. As you will
have seen by now, the church roof has been replaced, with Contractor, B&R Fournier
Construction, doing a beautiful job. Thank you to Elaine Holder for overseeing this
effort. During the process of the roof repair and chimney repair, it became apparent that
the chimneys had not been cleaned in many years, so this cleaning was done at a
nominal cost. The outfit which cleaned the chimneys recommended that the church
consider getting stainless steel liners. The Parish Council will look into this, but this
type of work, if performed, would not occur until the fall. In addition, it appears that the
attic over the church hall is not insulated. Mrs. Holder will obtain some estimates for
insulation for those areas identified.
UG Nason has ordered the Heat Recovery Unit for installation in the basement.
However, this unit has not yet been received. Once received, it will naturally be
installed, and the dehumidifiers will be automatically connected to drains. In
anticipation of the completion of this work, several estimates are being solicited to make
the repairs to the dropped ceiling. By the way, a big THANK YOU to Mr. Kip Cofield
for doing such a good job repairing the church office door. It really needed it and works
just great now!
The church received $2800 in donations for Pascha, whereas the bill for the flowers, etc
totaled $2234. Thank you to all parishioners who so generously gave to this effort.
Our Goya chapter performed 2 service activities during Lent, one being the baking of
sweet and Lenten bread, the other being to prepare Paschal candles for the youngsters of
the community. Both activities were a resounding success, leaving the Goya with an
excess of $547 based upon their sales. The Goya requested that the Parish Council
consider allowing them to utilize this funding (which they earned) to take some type of
trip or activity. This request was unanimously approved! Well done Goyans, and have
fun!!!
Festival Planning is well on its way under the leadership of Steve Mellekas. As always,
the difficulty we have every year is finding workers. We truly hope and pray that this
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year will be different. I ask each of you to carefully review your schedules and try to
identify a 4 to 6 hour window (or more) whereby you can help your church. In addition,
the Festival is in dire need of people who are willing to do the counting of the money
and chips. Over the last 5 years or so, this task has fallen to fewer and fewer people. I
know from experience that counting the chips and money can be very isolating.
Whereas other Festival workers are able to enjoy the music and the sights, the
“counters” are not able to appreciate the full festival. Therefore, as a personal favor, I
am requesting that we do all we can this year to lessen the burden on the chip/money
counters. We need more volunteers in this area so that we can give our loyal “counters”
some “shifts” and “time” off. This way, all festival workers will be able to enjoy the
festival in some way.
The carnations for Mother’s Day were ordered and picked up by Vice President Chrissy
Logothets. Thanks Chrissy!
Peter Petrou commented on the condition of the plantings (or lack of) in the front of the
church and that we should try to beautify the areas. As part of the discussions which
followed, the undersigned volunteered her sister (Elaine Adamedes Trainor, a licensed
Master Gardener) to evaluate the beds in the front of the church and make
recommendations to the Parish Council as to what types of plantings make sense for
these locations, the placement of these plantings, etc, etc. Elaine (who happily agreed to
help our St. Spyridon) will be doing the site survey over the Memorial Day weekend, so
we can anticipate a report shortly. The Parish Council recognized that the upkeep of
these beds and the plantings would require the expenditure of church funds, unless we
obtained parish volunteers. However, I am pleased to report that shortly after the
Council meeting a generous steward of our Parish stepped forward and volunteered
(anonymously) to take care of these expenses. Thank you so much to this wonderful
individual!
The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday, June 3rd.
Immediately prior to the Council Meeting, the Festival Committee will be holding its
first “formal” meeting of the year at 6:00.
Respectfully submitted
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Dear Families,
I want to thank the teachers, parents, and children for another great year in Religious
Education! I will be collecting all money boxes this month and giving us a final total
for OCMC. I thank the families for putting their efforts into collecting money for a
wonderful cause!
God bless and have a wonderful summer!
Marianne Menas

GREEK SCHOOL NEWS
The Greek School end of year program will be held on June 8th after liturgy. Please
join us to celebrate the end of another year with the Greek School students . Lunch will
be provided. We are looking to setup the school program for 2008-2009. On June 8th,
we will be soliciting feedback in order to improve our program to better match the
needs of the community.
Please contact Loula Eliopoulos or Evangelos Giannopoulos at 667-2984 or email at
vaggelis@cox.net.

NEWPORT HELLENIC DANCERS NEWS
The Newport Hellenic Dancers have started preparing for Hellenic Fest 2008. Our
dancers are excited and are looking forward to another fun and challenging season.
There is still time to join our group. We are looking for dancers of all ages. We
recommend that you join us for our next practice on June 1st (after the Sunday School
program).
For more information please contact Sandy Giannopoulos at 667-2984 or email at
vaggelis@cox.net.
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IN OUR PARISH
Birth: A baby girl, Claire, was born to Michael & Melissa (Medeiros) Martella on
2/14. She is the granddaughter and great-granddaughter of parishioners, Stephen &
Marlene Medeiros (of Saudi Arabia), and Kay Medeiros. May she live many years!
A baby girl, Ella, was born to Brad & April (Sardinha) Sjosten on 5/20. She is the
newest granddaughter and great-granddaughter of parishioners, David & Pam Sardinha,
and Barbara Parkos. May she live many years!
Baptism: The youngest son of Gary & Melinda Johnson was baptized on 5/11, and
given the name James. His sponsors are Lucian & Gabriella Dobrot. May he live
many years!
Wedding: Edward Moore & Marisa Cadenazzi were married on 5/17. Their sponsor
for the betrothal was Marisa’s godfather, William Bean of Boston, and for the wedding,
her cousin, Michael Cofield. May they live many years!

BOOKSTORE NEWS
Visit our Bookstore to purchase books for reading during the summer.
Books available for children, young adults and adults.
Useful links:
ORTHODOX OBSERVER ONLINE: http://www.goarch.org/en/news/observer/
PRISON MINISTRY AWARENESS SUNDAY – JUNE 1:
http://www.scoba.us/articles/2008prisonministry.html
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PRISON MINISTRY: http://www.ocpm-scoba.org/
39th CLERGY-LAITY: http://www.clergylaity.org/
NATIONAL ORTHODOX RADIO PROGRAM COME RECEIVE THE LIGHT:
The ARK and The RUDDER, at http://www.myocn.net
NATIONAL YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE IN DC: http://www.yal2008.org
VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL RESOURCES:
http://www.goarch.org/en/archdiocese/departments/religioused/resources/
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ST. SPYRIDON ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FILM FESTIVAL
The Film Festival will again be on the second Saturday of July, this year on July 12th.
Go to the website for more information: http://www.stspyridonchurch.org/filmfestival/
Anyone in attendance is welcome to join us on a boat ride around the harbor, space
provided. The ship leaves at 1:45 and returns at 3:15.

AHEPA NEWS
AHEPA Day Celebration
The celebration of AHEPA DAY was taken place on the 18th of May. Both the local
Chapter of AHEPA Maud Howe Eliot Chapter 245 and Daughters of Penelope Ares
49, participated. In addition to sponsoring the coffee hour, there was a display
presentation, distribution of books on various Hellenic subjects to all the children of
the Community, and a membership drive.
Photo and Video Workshops
Photo editing and video editing tutoring continues to be offered free of charge in the
fellowship hall on select Saturdays from 4:30 PM until 6:00 PM. The Saturday
workshops currently planned are June 7, June 14, June 21, and June 28. And then the
plan is to start up again in the autumn.
AHEPA trip to Pawtucket Red Sox
The local Chapter Supports a trip to a game of Pawtucket Red Sox on the 19th of June.
Open to all. Contact an AHEPA or Daughter member.
Boston Camp
AHEPA will sponsor again this summer the participants of the summer Boston Camp.
For more information, please contact Dr. Michael Sisak.

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE NEWS
Thank you to all who helped make AHEPA Sunday a success. Also, thanks to all who
brought desserts to the church for the coffee hour. Our meetings are over for the
summer, however, details will be forthcoming for the June banquet at which several
members will be receiving pins. Please look for it in the mail.
Meetings and activities will resume in the fall. Have a great summer!
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In loving memory of
Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

With compliments of…
Dr. Joanne
and
Mr. C. Gus Hologgitas

Nikolas Pizza
38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611
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Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter No. 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter Number 49

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356
Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

Astro Construction
Inc.

PO Box 522
Portsmouth, RI
(401) 683-9120

Compliments of the

A-1 Pizza

BEACH CLUB

306 Broadway
Newport

ATLANTIC

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

Enthimia.com
The Wedding and Baptism
Store
Offering elegant accessories

Visit us at

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690
Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

53 Purgatory Road
Middletown

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

The Mainstay Inn

Compliments of

In loving memory of

A Friend

Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

Island of Skiathos
Organization
Established 1967

All American
Foods, Inc.

841-5560

151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880

