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S A IN T S P Y R I D O N G R E E K O RT H O D OX C H U RC H
www.stspyridonchurch.org
Reverend Dr. George E. Economou
frgeorge@stspyridonchurch.org
Office Hours
Priest: Tuesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. —1 p.m. ; For emergencies, call (401) 474-7700 (cell)
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: George Spiratos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Paul Cotsoridis
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: TBD
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Theodore Panoutsopoulos
GOYA President: Missy Mellekas
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Sofi Cofield, Penny Hiotas
and Jane Iandolo
SERVICE

Greek School:
Eleni Anagnostopoulos
Loula Eliopoulos
Thanasi Stefanopoulos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
VOICE: Aliki Cooper
(alikicooper@yahoo.com)

Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Penelope Hiotas
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TIMES

Sunday Summer Hours

Orthros 8:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Vespers—7 p.m.*
Orthros—9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy—10 a.m.
*

Note: Holy Confession is available by appointment.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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F RO M T H E PA S TO R ’ S C O L L E C T I O N
The True Story of Saint Mary Magdalene
A virgin until her repose, Saint Mary, called “Magdalene” because she lived in the town
of Magdala on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, was raised and thoroughly educated in
the law and the prophets by her parents. Although she was orphaned at age ten, she lived an
exemplary life before God in an ascetical manner dedicated to visiting and ministering to the
sick and infirm. Satan wondered, “Was she the virgin that Isaiah spoke of?”, and believing
her to be so, he had her assailed by seven evil spirits that they might cause her to fall into
grievous sin and destroy her virginity. Her early life then became one of struggle and fierce
spiritual warfare with seven demons: those of pride, fornication, judging others, lying,
stealing, murder, and unbelief. Helpless in her sufferings and hearing about the miracle
working power of Christ, Mary hastened to Him and asked to be delivered from her
infirmity. Through her faith in His almighty power, Christ cast the seven demons out of her.
From that time forth, she dedicated her entire life to her Savior Jesus Christ. She became one
of his most devoted disciples, took every opportunity to listen to His teachings and to serve
Him, and encouraged other women to do likewise. The casting out of the seven demons does
not mean that Christ had rescued a social derelict, and there is no evidence that she was
promiscuous, much less a harlot for hire.
Particularly remarkable was the determination and unusual courage that Mary
Magdalene showed toward her Savior. At the time of His greatest suffering, while He hung
on the Cross and when even His disciples had abandoned Him, Mary Magdalene stood at the
foot of the Cross together with the Mother of God, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, and
the Lord’s beloved disciple, John, along with the other women followers. They mourned and
wept, but even in their weeping they comforted the Savior with their undying love and the
knowledge that He had not been utterly forsaken. That night, Mary Magdalene came with
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus when they took the Body of her beloved Lord down
from the Cross and laid It in a tomb. Together with the other women disciples, she returned
to Jerusalem to prepare the myrrh and other ointments with which to anoint the precious
Body of Christ, according to Jewish custom.
Very early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the sepulcher carrying the ointments, even before the Angels appeared
declaring the Resurrection of the Lord: for this reason the Church calls her “Myrrh-bearer.”
Coming close she saw that the large stone that had been placed at the entrance of the tomb
had been rolled away. She thought that per-haps someone had already come and taken the
Body to another place. She ran hurrying back to Jerusalem and proclaimed it to Peter and
John. Together with them she returned immediately to the tomb and stood there weeping
outside. When they had left, she stooped down and looked into the sepulcher. There she saw
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two angels who asked her why she was crying. She told them, and then, turning around, she
saw Jesus, but in her grief she did not recognize Him and, thinking He was the gardener,
told him the reason for her weeping. It was only when He said her name, “Mary,” that she
recognized Him as her beloved Lord. She cried out with joy, “Rabboni,” and fell at His feet,
when she then heard Him say “Touch Me not.” Immediately following His instructions, she
ran quickly to announce the good news to the disciples, “Christ is Risen!” Because she was
the first messenger sent by the Lord Himself to proclaim the Resurrection, the Church calls
her “Equal-to-the-Apostles.” The Apostles proclaimed the Resurrection of Christ to the
whole world, how-ever, Mary proclaimed the Resurrection of Christ to the Apostles
themselves, and as such, the Church also calls her “Apostle-to-the-Apostles.”
Even after Christ’s Ascension into heaven, Mary Magdalene continued to preach the
good news of Christ’s glorious Resurrection, not only in Jerusalem, but also beyond her
native borders to other countries, some accounts saying that she even went to preach in
pagan Rome. Everywhere she proclaimed to people about Christ and His teaching. When
many did not believe that Christ was risen from the dead, she repeated to them what she had
said to the Apostles on the radiant morning of the Resurrection, “I have seen the Lord!”
Tradition relates that while in Rome Mary Magdalene visited the Emperor Tiberius
where during dinner she spoke to the Emperor of Christ’s Resurrection. It is said that Caesar
scoffed at her, saying that a man could rise from the dead no more than an egg in her hand
could turn red. Immediately, the egg turned red. Because of this, icons of Mary Magdalene
sometimes depict her holding a red egg. Also, this is believed to be an explanation for dying
eggs red at Pascha. From Rome, Mary Magdalene, already bent with age, moved to Ephesus
where, according to the tradition and testimony of many of the holy Fathers, she spent her
last years assisting the holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian in his evangelical
and missionary labors, boldly preaching the Gospel of the Risen Lord whom she loved.
There she died peacefully and was buried near the entrance to the cave that is said to be the
tomb of the Seven Sleeping Youths of Ephesus who spent 100 years asleep there without
aging. In the 9th century her incorrupt relics were taken to Constantinople and placed in the
Monastery Church of Saint Lazarus where an annual Synaxis was celebrated for her. Her
feast is celebrated on July 22, and she is also re-membered on the Sunday of the Myrrhbearing Women. She has an Akathist hymn dedicated to her as well.
Although it is sometimes said that Saint Mary Magdalene was the “sinful woman” of
the Gospel, this is nowhere stated in the tradition of the Church, in the sacred hymnology, or
in the Holy Gospels themselves that say only that our Lord cast seven demons out of her,
and not that she was a fallen woman. She loved the Lord Who called her to a new life. She
was faithful to Him not only when He was surrounded by enthusiastic crowds and winning
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recognition as a miracle worker, but also when all the disciples deserted Him in fear, and
He, humili-ated and crucified, hung in torment upon the Cross. By the Gospel accounts, we
come to know the reality of Saint Mary Magdalene’s love for Christ and her fidelity to Him
during His passion, death, and resurrection. She zeal-ously fulfilled the first and greatest
commandment: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, and with
all your strength.” Her life is an example for us to love and serve God above all, not fearing
what others may say or do to us. This is why the Lord, knowing her faithfulness, appeared to
her first, and esteemed her worthy to be the first to proclaim His Resurrection. Let us too be
apostles of the faith and tell everyone the good news that Saint Mary Magdalene was the
first to proclaim: “Christ is Risen. Truly He is Risen!” The Church has recognized her as
“Apostle-to the Apostles,” “Equal-to-the-Apostles,” and “Myrrh-bearer,” and we ask for her
continuing intercessions for us.
+Rev. Dr. Emanuel S. Chris, M.D., M.Div.

P H ILO P TO C H O S
We are proud to congratulate the two deserving St. Spyridon Philoptochos Scholarship
recipients for 2012:
Efstratia Mellekas and Mercedes Mellekas. Axia!
And congratulations to their parents Steve and Missy Mellekas and Greg and Maria
Mellekas on the girls graduation from Rogers High School!
We will have a Philoptochos Board Meeting sometime in late August. Check your e-mails.
I wish everyone a wonderful and restful summer and look forward to another great year
doing the important work of the Philoptochos Society.

S O U P K ITC H E N N E W S
Dear Friends,
Please call or email Sofi Cofield to sign up to help at the next two month's soup kitchens—
Monday, July 9th and August 13th— (401) 847.8593 / sofikip@aol.com )
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Jane Iandolo, Penny Hiotas and Sofi Cofield
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HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Our Lord has spoken to His disciples many
times not only concerning His Passion, Cross, and
Death, but also concerning the coming persecutions
and afflictions that they themselves would endure.
Since all these evils were near at hand, but the
enjoyment of good things which they hoped to
receive in their stead was yet to come, our Savior
desired to give them full assurance, evidently and
openly, concerning that glory which is prepared for
those who endure to the end.
Therefore, fulfilling that which He had
promised shortly before, that “there be some
standing here which shall not taste of death, till they
see the Son of man coming in His Kingdom” (Matt.
16:28), He took His three foremost disciples and
ascended Mount Tabor, where He was transfigured
before them. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes became white as the light. Suddenly, together with this dread and marvelous
effulgence of light, there appeared those pinnacles of the Prophets, Moses and Elias, who
spoke with the Lord Jesus concerning His saving Passion which was about to take place.
Standing before Him as reverent servants, they showed that He is the Lord of both the
living and the dead, for Moses came forth from Hades, having died many centuries before,
and Elias, as it were from heaven, whither he had been taken up while yet alive. After a
little while a radiant cloud overshadowed them and out of the cloud they heard that same
voice which had been heard at the Jordan at the Baptism of Christ, testifying to the
Divinity of Jesus and saying: “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased; hear
ye Him” (Matt. 17:5).
Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in this present feast, which is
an image and prefiguring of the future state of the righteous, whose splendor the Lord
spoke of, saying: “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun” (Matt. 13:43). It is
because of this that the Kontakion of the Feast is said daily (when there is not a great feast)
in the Service of the Typica in perpetual commemoration of the glory that will be the lot of
the Saints. According to tradition, the Lord’s Transfiguration came to pass forty days
before His Crucifixion; this is why the Transfiguration is celebrated forty days before the
exaltation of the Cross.
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S O U P K ITC H E N M I N IS T RY R E C E I V E S M E T RO P O L I S L A IT Y AWA R D
This year, the Soup Kitchen Ministry
of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church of
Newport, RI received the 2012 Metropolis
Laity Award for our Parish. The Award was
presented to Penny Hiotas on behalf of the
Ministry Team at an Awards Dinner held on
June 10th in Randolph, MA, and attended by
many from our Parish.
The Soup Kitchen Ministry began in
2003 and performs this vital community
service as part of the Christian Action Center
of Aquidneck Island. The St. Spyridon Soup
Kitchen is served by a group of faithful
parishioners, youth, families and friends who
sacrifice their time and give of their hearts to
serve meals to those in need. Meals are
served in the Church Hall and the Soup
Kitchen is generously operated through
donations of money and food from
parishioners and local businesses.
Since its inception, the Soup Kitchen
Ministry has prepared and served over 27,000 meals. The Soup Kitchen Ministry opens its
doors and its heart to all people who are hungry, including the unemployed, families with
young children, senior citizens, and men and women, who regardless of the reason, need a
helping hand. They arrive at the Church Hall and are welcomed with a warm smile, dignity
and respect. The Soup Kitchen Ministry of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church puts into
action the Gospel reading from Meatfare Sunday (Matthew Chapter 25) where the Son of Man
says to the righteous, “inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
for I was hungry and you gave Me food…”. And when the Son of Man is asked by the
righteous when did we do this for you they are told by the Son of Man “Assuredly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
The Soup Kitchen Ministry is led by a core of devoted parishioners who keep the
operation going, including Sofi Cofield, Penny Hiotas, Jane Iandolo, Steve and Greg
Mellekas, and Rose Apostal. Worthy is this Ministry!
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T H E D O R M I T I O N O F T H E T H E O TO KO S
Concerning the Dormition of the
Theotokos, this is what the Church has
received from ancient times from the
tradition of the Fathers.
When the time drew nigh that our
Savior was well-pleased to take His
Mother to Himself, He declared unto her
through an Angel that three days hence, He
would translate her from this temporal life
to eternity and bliss. On hearing this, she
went up with haste to the Mount of Olives,
where she prayed continuously. Giving
thanks to God, she returned to her house
and prepared whatever was necessary for
her burial.
While these things were taking
place, clouds caught up the Apostles from the ends of the earth, where each one
happened to be preaching, and brought them at once to the house of the Mother of God,
who informed them of the cause of their sudden gathering. As a mother, she consoled
them in their affliction as was meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven and prayed for
the peace of reclining upon her bed with seemliness, gave up her all-holy spirit into the
hands of her Son and God.
With reverence and many lights, and chanting burial hymns, the Apostles took
up that God-receiving body and brought it to the sepulcher, while the Angels from
Heaven chanted with them, and sent forth her who is higher than the Cherubim. But
one Jew, moved by malice, audaciously stretched forth his hand upon the bed and
immediately received from divine judgment the wages of his audacity. Those daring
hands were severed by an invisible blow. But when he repented and asked forgiveness,
his hands were restored.
When they had reached the place called Gethsemane, they buried there with
honor the all-immaculate body of the Theotokos, which was the source of Life. But on
the third day after the burial, when they were eating together, and raised up the artos
(bread) in Jesus’ Name, as was their custom, the Theotokos appeared in the air, saying
“Rejoice” to them. From this they learned concerning the bodily translation of the
Theotokos into the Heavens.
These things has the Church received from the traditions of the Fathers, who
have composed many hymns out of reverence, to the glory of the Mother of our God.
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P ARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish Council met for its regular meeting on June 5th. The highlights include:
 Repair of the ceiling plaster in the church is scheduled to start soon. A
contractor has been selected and hopefully he’ll be able to start soon. (He has
some other work on his agenda).
 As mentioned in the last Parish Council bulletin report, the Council looked into
obtaining a chair lift in lieu of the repairing the elevator which is outdated and
requires the church to pay $600 a year just to have it inspected (and $1100
every third year for an inspection with weights). Mr. T. Adamedes obtained
several quotes and proposals and the one which seemed best suited for our
needs will cost the church approximately $2300. We’ll also need to have some
electrical work to power the unit. Unfortunately, due to cash flow issues, the
installation of this chair lift has been postponed.
 New costumes have been ordered from Greece for the Hellenic Dancers. These
costumes have been paid for by all the various fundraisers held by the Hellenic
Dancers throughout the year.
We’ve spoken before at General Assemblies about “cash flow” as it applies to our
parish’s finances—the fact that our expenses on a monthly basis remain constant at
approximately $10,000 to $12,000 per month, and that unless our monthly income
meets or exceeds this amount, eventually, we run short in our checking account.
Although we were hoping to be able to hold out until Hellenic Fest (and the cash it
brings in), unfortunately, this past month we had to transfer $20,000 from the Protulis
fund to meet upcoming operating expenses. (The last time we made a transfer was just
about a year ago—June 2011). We all hope we can repay the Protulis Fund for this
“loan”, but in order to do so, we need robust Stewardship giving for the balance of the
year as well as a successful Hellenic Fest. So, if you have not yet sent in your pledge,
please do so now, and consider monthly or quarterly giving. It really helps the church
out with its cash flow position.
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And although I know it’s mentioned elsewhere in the bulletin, please don’t forget to
support our upcoming Hellenic Fest. There are countless ways you can help—by
volunteering for the various baking workshops, by giving of your time to work at the
festival, or by supporting the festival raffle. Donations of all types (by baking, by
making cash donations) are also needed. The church is grateful for every gift you can
give to the festival!
On a personal note, I’d like to acknowledge the passing of Mr. Harry Koulouvardis,
who was a faithful member of this parish for his entire life. He served for many years
on the Parish Council, as well as other church organizations, church-affiliated
organizations, as well as charitable organizations on Aquidneck Island. We were all
saddened by his recent decline in health and certainly shocked by his unexpected
death. We should try to remember Harry when he was in his prime, prior to his illness.
Condolences go out to his entire family. May his memory be eternal.
If you have any questions or comments about anything, please contact me or any
parish council member.
Respectfully submitted,
Zoe Adamedes
Parish Council President
Summer bulletin bloopers:
 The cost for attending the Prayer and Fasting conference includes meals.
 The associate minister unveiled the church's new giving campaign slogan last
Sunday: "I Upped My Pledge--Up Yours."
 The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are
not afflicted with any church.
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SUN

MON

Sunday Summer Hours:

TUE

WED

THU

1. 4th Matthew
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Cosmas &Damian
the Unmercenaries

2. Deposition of the
Robe of the Theotokos
at Vlachernae.
Juvenal, Patriarch .of
Jerusalem

3. Hyacinth Martyr
Anatolios Patriarch of
Constantinople
Office Hours.
7.00 p.m.PC. Mtg.

4. Andrew of Crete.
Independence Day

5. Athanasios
Athos. Lampad
Wonderworker
Office Hours

8. 5th Matthew
Prokopios Gr. Mart.
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.

9. Pancratios, Bishop
of Sicily..

10. 45 Martyrs of
Nikopolis ,Armenia

11.Euphemia Great
Martyr

12. Proklos,Hyl
of Ankara

15.The Holy Fathers
Julita & Kyriakos
Vladimir Equal Apos
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m..

16.Athenagoras of
Heracleopolis
Julia of Carthage

22.. 7th Matthew
Mary Magdalene the
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Hellenic Fest

23. Phocas, Bishop
of Sinope. Ezekiel
the Prophet.

29. 8th Matthew
Kallistos of Asia Min
Theodora & children
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit.9:30 a.m.

30. Silas and Silvanus
of the 70 Apostles.
Julita of Caesaria

Soup Kitchen

Office Hou

Office Hours

17. Marina of Antioch
Veronika and Speratos
Martyrs
Office Hours

18 .Emilianos of Bulgaria.Paul,Thea and
Oualentine

24. Christina Gr.Mart

25.Dormition of Anna
mother of Theotokos.

Office Hours

31. Forefeast of the
Precious Cross.
Joseph of Aremathea
Office Hours

19. Macrina sis
St. Basil the Gr
Office Hour

26.Paraskevi of
Orthros:8:30 a
Div. Lit. 9:30 a
Office Hour

Fathers Emerge
Tel. # 401-474Office Hours
Tuesdays/ Thur
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Upcoming Events
urs: Orthros: 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

July 9—Soup Kitchen
July 20—22nd—Hellenic Fest

HU

FRI

asios of Mt.
mpadus the
orker
Hours

6.Sisoes the Great.
Archipus, Philemon
and Onesimus

s,Hylarios
ara

13. Synaxis of Archangel Gabriel

SAT.
7. Thomas of Maleo
Kyriaki Gr. Martyr.

Hours

evi of Rome
30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
Hours

mergency
-474-7700
ours
Thursdays

Regular Events
Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(on vacation for summer)

14. Aquila of the 70.
Joseph the Confessor

Hours

na sister of
he Great.

July 26—Sunday School Retreat,
10am—1pm

20. Elias the Prophet

Hellenic Fest

27.Panteleimon Gr.M

21. Symeon the Fool
for Christ.
Hellenic Fest

28. Prchoros,Nicanor
Timon, & Parmenas of
the 70 Apostles.

Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (on
vacation for summer)
Adult Greek School—
Mondays, 4-6 p.m. (see Basile
Panoutsopoulos for times during
summer)
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SUN

MON

TUE

Fathers Emergency
Number
1-401-474-7700

Sunday Summer Hours

WED

THU

1.Dormition of Theo
otokos Fast Begins.
Procession of Cross
7 Maccabees, Eleazar
Strict fast

2. Relics of Ste
the 1st Martyr.
Office Hours
5:00 p.m.Para
to the Theoto

8.Emilian of Cyzikos
Myron Wonderwork.

9. Matthias Apo
70. Anthony of
Office Hou
5:00 p.m. Para
to the Theo

5. 9th Matthew
Forefeast of the
Transfiguration.
Orthros: 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.

6.HolyTrnsfiguration
of the Lord
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Fish allowed

7. Dometios of Persia
Nikanor Wonderwrk
Office Hours
5:00 p.m. Paraklisis
to the Theotokos

12. 10th Matthew
Photios and Aniketos
Orthros.8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.

13.Apodosis of Feast
of Transfiguration.
Maximos Confessor

14. Forefeast of Dorm 15.Dormition of the
Micah Prophet
Theotokos.
Office Hours
Orthros: 8:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m. Gr. Vespers Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
(In our Church)
AssumptionPawtucket

16.Translation
Image of Christ
Deomedes of T
Office Hour

21. Thaddeus of the 70. 22.Agathonikos and
Bassa and sons
Companions. Anthusa
the Martyr.
Office Hours

23.Apodosis o
Feast of Dormi
Ireneaus Bis of
Office Hour

28. Moses the Black.

30.. Alexander,
and Paul the ne
triarchs of Cons
Office Hour

Soup Kitchen
19. 11th Matthew
Andrew and 2,593
Soldiers Martyrs
Orthros: 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.

20. Samuel Prophet
Lukios Counselor

26. 12th Matthew
27. Poimen the Great
Adrian,Natalia and 33 Phanourios Gr.Mart
Companions
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.

Office Hours.

Strict fast

29. Beheading of St.
John the Baptist
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
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Upcoming Events
ours: Orthros: 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

August 13—Soup Kitchen
Regular Events

HU
of Stephen
rtyr.
Hours
Paraklisis
heotokos

FRI
3.Isaacius,Dalamatus
Fastus. Salome Myrbr

SAT.
4. 7 Holy Youth of
Ephesus

Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (on
vacation for summer)

Strict Fast

s Apostle of
ny of Alexan
e Hours.
Paraklisis
Theotokos.

10. Lawrence Archdeacon of Rome

ation of the
Christ.
of Tarsus
Hours

17. Myron of Cyzikos

18.Floros,Lauros of
Illyria

sis of the
ormition.
Bis of Lyon
Hours.

24. Eutyches Hieromtr

25. Return of body of St.
Bartholomew.
Titus of the 70.

nder, John
he new. PaConstan
Hours

11..Euplos Archdeacon

Strict fast

31.Honorable Sash of
the Theotokos

Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(on vacation for summer)

Adult Greek School—
Mondays, 4-6 p.m. (see Basile
Panoutsopoulos for times during
summer)
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H ELLENIC FEST
Hellenic Fest is fast
approaching and we
need your help!
Please plan to invite
everyone you know,
come and enjoy yourself
and also volunteer to
support St.
Spyridon’s.
Please sign up soon or
call Elaine Holder or
Steve Mellekas to say
you can help out.
Workshops are
beginning in early July
and grand raffle tickets
are now on sale.
We can’t do this
without you—please
come and support your
church!
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E L E N I G I A N N O P O U LO S W IN S H O N O R A B L E M E N T I O N I N
NAT I O NA L O R ATO R I C A L F E S T I VA L

As noted in the June bulletin, our very own Eleni Giannopoulos was chosen as the
representative for our entire diocese in the St Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, Senior
Division. There were nine speakers in each division junior and senior, each representing a
Mertopolis of the United States. In order to get to qualify for the finals each speaker had to
place first at the Metropolis' level and first or second at the Parish and the Division levels.
This was the first time someone of our church had made it to the finals.
The finals were in Bethesda MD at the Parish of Saint George. The Rev. Fr.
Dimitrios Antokas and the entire community were extremely hospitable and welcoming,
adding to the high level of achievement and making for a most memorable and blessed
weekend. His Eminence the Archbishop Demetrios was in attendance blessing and inspiring
the young speakers. We are proud to announce that Eleni won an Honorable Mention in the
Senior Division. The entire community is so proud of her great accomplishment!

On the next page is a copy of the speech which Eleni wrote and delivered at the festival.
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O R ATO R I C A L F E S T I VA L E N T RY
Eleni Giannopoulos
Senior Division
Topic #1: In Leviticus 19:33, we read, “And if a stranger dwells with you in your land,
you shall not mistreat him.” Immigration has always been a source of growth and change in
American society. What should be the attitude of an Orthodox Christian toward immigration
and immigrants?
Your Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Reverend Fathers, honored guests and fellow parishioners, Good Morning
“Did you know that your parents speak with an accent?” The question took me aback.
It wasn’t just the randomness of it. Sitting in my high school cafeteria you get used to all the
conversations wildly jumping from one topic to another with seemingly no sense at all. But
this was something else. I took a breath before blurting out “Ahh Yeah! They’re from
Greece,” and quickly changing the subject. But my friend’s question, or rather comment
stayed with me. Did I know my parents spoke with accents? Of course I did! What I did not
realize, however, was that this made them seem somehow different, even to my friends. And
if my parents were different, was I also different?
Growing up in a family like mine, you get to hear many stories, some of them told
over and over again, the words hammered into you until they become part of who you are. So
I know from countless retellings how both my Mother and Father were born in Greece, and
how they came over to this country with their families when they were still young; my Mom,
a small shy girl of 10 in odd clothes, starting fourth grade in the middle of the school year,
without being able to speak a word of English, and all the while having the responsibility of
caring for her younger sister while both of her parents worked. And my Dad, who came to
the United States when he was in high school, tried hard to get accepted into any of the social
circles, and excelled in Math, partially because this was the only subject he could understand.
I hear about how my grandparents suffered in menial, exhausting jobs, for very little money,
and how the families had to make do without many of the things we now take for granted.
The stories of my family are the stories of all immigrants that, throughout history, left
their homeland in search of a better life: the chance to work hard, make a decent living, get an
education, and to be free to worship God, all the while facing unimaginable prejudices, hard-
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ships and scorn. Our country was founded by such groups of people, and to this day, waves
of new immigrants are still coming over with reasons as old as the story of the Israelites
fleeing from Egypt to escape slavery and persecution. When I’m in New York City I often
hear of how a certain neighborhood used to be all Greek and Italian, but now it’s all Indian
and Korean. Same people, different languages, same stories, different faces. Will these new
immigrants face the same challenges as people in the past? Have we learned from our own
past how to be compassionate, helpful and welcoming to strangers? How not to fear them,
but to embrace them as brothers and sisters, all of us children of God?
“Never mistreat a foreigner living in your land.” (Leviticus Chpt. 19: Verse. 33)
“For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Galatians Chpt. 3 Verse 28)
“You shall have the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am the Lord your
God.” (Leviticus Chpt. 24: Verse 22)
The bible is very clear about how we should treat immigrants. They should be shown
the same respect, and granted the same rights as those who are native to your country. Time
after time, the bible shows us that you will even be rewarded for extending hospitality to
those in need. Lot, a good man in a city of wicked, took in two strangers when everyone
else had shut their doors, and because of this God spared the lives of him and his family
while Sodom and Gomorrah burned to the ground. Abraham exhibited boundless hospitality
to three strangers, later revealed to be angels, when they appeared by his tent, and in turn,
they bore to him a message from God that he would at long last, become a father.” We never
know who a stranger might turn out to be, or how they might repay our kindness, but we do
know that we should always greet friends and foreigners alike with open hearts.
And in our hearts, we all know the pain of the stranger.
“Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers once in the land of
Egypt.” (Exodus Chpt. 22: Verse 21)
We’ve all been strangers at some point in our lives, whether it be to a new school,
job, community, or to a whole new land. People are constantly moving, shifting from place
to place in search of a better life. But in reality, we are all just strangers upon this earth, and
the only path that can truly lead us home, is the path to God.
And as we are reminded in (Galatians Chapter 3: Verse 28 ) “There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.”
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The Greek School concluded another successful academic year and kicked off the start of
summer with an enjoyable year-end presentation on Sunday June 10th. We would like to
congratulate the below students who were presented with a Certificate of Completion for
the 2011-2012 academic year:
Theodoros Panoutsopoulos
Panagiotis Panoutsopoulos
Haralambos Psilos
Christos Johnson
Isabel Petrou
Pauline Cooper
Ana Dobrot
Antonia Moisiades
Athanasia Stefanopoulos
Christos Stefanopoulos
Demitris Koumas
George Deyannis

Nikos Spentzos
Melina Johnson
Priamos Koumas
Christos Soares
Amalia Sullivan
Theodoros Kyriakakis
Kristalia Panteleos
Eleni Haralambidis
Evelyn Shuster
Eleni Soares
Logan Silva
Isabelle Silva

Anastasia Psilos
Sofia Stefanopoulos
George St. Peter
Eleni Cooper
Myrsine McKeon
Maria Johnson
Dimitris Moisiades
Giannis Spentzos
Cosmas Jasinski
Isabella Hubbard
Alexandra Panteleos
Melina Kyriakides Boyd

We look forward to seeing everyone when Greek School classes resume in September.
Information regarding registration for the 2012-2013 school year will be emailed to all
returning families and included in the September newsletter for new families.
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THE HOLY AND GLORIOUS PROPHET ELIAS THE TISHBITE, JULY 20
Elias of great fame was from Thisbe or Thesbe, a town of
Galaad (Gilead), beyond the Jordan. He was of priestly lineage,
a man of a solitary and ascetical character, clothed in a mantle of
sheep skin, and girded about his loins with a leathern belt. His
name is interpreted as “Yah is my God.” His zeal for the glory of
God was compared to the fire, and his speech for teaching and
rebuke was likened unto a burning lamp. From this too he
received the name Zealot.
Therefore, set aflame with such zeal, he sternly reproved
the impiety and lawlessness of Ahab and his wife Jezebel. He
shut up heaven by means of prayer, and it did not rain for three
years and six months. Ravens brought him food for his need
when, at God’s command, he was hiding by the torrent of Horrath.
He multiplied the little flour and oil of the poor widow of Sarephtha of Sidon, who
had given him hospitality in her home, and when her son died, he raised him up. He
brought down fire from Heaven upon Mount Carmel, and it burned up the sacrifice offered
to God before all the people of Israel, that they might know the truth. At the torrent of
Kisson, he slew 450 false prophets and priests who worshipped idols and led the people
astray. He received food wondrously at the hand of an Angel, and being strengthened by
this food he walked for forty days and forty nights.
He beheld God on Mount Horeb, as far as this is possible for human nature. He
foretold the destruction of the house of Ahab, and the death of his son Ohozias; and as for
the two captains of fifty that were sent by the king, he burned them for their punishment,
bringing fire down from Heaven.
He divided the flow of the Jordan, and he and his disciple Elisseus passed through
as it were on dry land; and finally, while speaking with him, Elias was suddenly snatched
away by a fiery chariot in the year 895 B.C., and he ascended as though into heaven,
whither God most certainly translated him alive.
But from thence also, after seven years, by means of an epistle he reproached
Joram, the son of Josaphat, as it is written: “And there came a message in writing to him
from Elias the Prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of David they father, Because
thou hast not walked in the way,” and so forth (II Chron. 21:12). According to the opinion
of the majority of the interpreters, this came to pass either through his disciples Elisseus,
or through another Prophet when Elias appeared to them, even as he appeared on Mount
Tabor to the disciples of Christ.
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I N O U R PA R I S H
Graduation
Congratulations to Efstratia Mellekas who graduated from Rogers High School. Proud
parents are Greg and Maria Mellekas and proud grandfather is James Mellekas. Efstratia
will be attending Johnson & Wales University in Providence.
Congratulations to Mercedes Mellekas who graduated from Rogers High School. Proud
parents are Steve and Missy Mellekas and proud grandfather is James Mellekas. Mercedes
will be attending Assumption College in Worcester, MA.
Congratulations to James Violet who graduated from Middletown High School. James
graduated valedictorian of his class! Proud parents are James and Jane Violet and proud
grandmother is Catherine Violet. James will be attending Brown University in Providence.
Congratulations to Nikoletta Evangelatos, former parishioner of St. Spyridon, who
graduated from Portsmouth High School. Proud parents are Father Anthony and Presvytera
Evangelatos. Nikoletta will be attending Hellenic College in Brookline, MA.
We wish all of our graduates the best of luck in their future endeavors!
Anniversary
Parishioners Helen and Dino Christy celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on May 20.
We wish them many, more years of wedded bliss!
Deaths
Haralambos I. Psilos fell asleep in the Lord on May 29, 2012. Mr. Psilos is survived by his
wife, Anastasia and his son Chris and family. May his memory be eternal.
Harry C. Koulouvardis fell asleep in the Lord on June 15, 2012. He is survived by his
children, Christopher and Katina, his uncle George Koulouvardis and many cousins. May
his memory be eternal.
Gregory Borodemos fell asleep in he Lord on June 17, 2012. Mr. Borodemos is survived
by his wife, Christine and children Harry, James, Antonia and Athena, five grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren. May his memory be eternal.
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R E L I G I O U S E D U C AT I O N N E W S
Dear Families,
Soon September will be here and Sunday School is looking for new families and/or
three year old children to join us. Please email me at mmgreek@verizon.net if you fit these
two categories. Our teachers will remain the same however the configuration of the classes
may change.
A day of Vacation Bible School will be coming up on July 26th from 10am—1pm.
We will be talking about the Transfiguration of Christ that will be celebrated at the beginning
of August Registration forms have been sent out—please see me if you did not receive one.
Looking forward to seeing all the children in July and then in September again.
Marianne

T H E 1 2 T H A N N UA L F IL M F E S T I VA L
If you have taken any interesting video of a religious topic recently, burn it to a DVD, and
then enter it into the St. Spyridon Orthodox Christian Film Festival. There are many
chances to win prizes, even the younger ones in our parish! Check it out at http://
www.stspyridonchurch.org/filmfestival/index.html
Saturday, July 14, is the date. All event activities are free. Coffee and donuts will be
available at arrival time, 9:30 to 10:00. Films will be viewed from 10:00 until 12:00.
Lunch will follow. Once lunch is over, we will enjoy a 90 minute boat ride in the harbor!
[beginning at 1:45 PM sharp]. Hope to see you there!

D AU G H T E R S O F P E N E LO P E N E W S
The next meeting of the Daughters of Penelope will be held Wednesday, September 23,
2012 at the Ahepa Housing.
Have a wonderful summer - and Daughters, please remember to help out for the Hellenic
Festival July 20, 21, 22.
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In loving memory of
Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

With compliments of…
Dr. Joanne
and
Mr. C. Gus Hologgitas
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Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356
Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

Astro
NIKOLAS PIZZA Construction
Inc.

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611

PO Box 522
Portsmouth, RI
(401) 683-9120
Established 1954

Compliments of the

A-1 Pizza

ATLANTIC

BEACH CLUB

306 Broadway
Newport

53 Purgatory Road
Middletown
847-2750

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Island of Skiathos
Organization
Established 1967

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690
Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880

Steve H. Jennings

All American
Foods, Inc.

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com
www.advancedri.com

In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

