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S A IN T S P Y R I D O N G R E E K O RT H O D OX C H U RC H
www.stspyridonchurch.org
Reverend Dr. George E. Economou
frgeorge@stspyridonchurch.org
Office Hours
Priest: Tuesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. —1 p.m. ; For emergencies, call (401) 474-7700 (cell)
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: George Spiratos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Paul Cotsoridis
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: TBD
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Theodore Panoutsopoulos
GOYA President: Missy Mellekas
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Sofi Cofield, Penny Hiotas
and Jane Iandolo
SERVICE

Greek School:
Eleni Anagnostopoulos
Loula Eliopoulos
Thanasi Stefanopoulos
Adult Greek School: Basile Panoutsopoulos
VOICE: Aliki Cooper
(alikicooper@yahoo.com)

Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Penelope Hiotas
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TIMES

Sunday Summer Hours

Orthros 8:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Vespers—7 p.m.*
Orthros—9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy—10 a.m.
*

Note: Holy Confession is available by appointment.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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PENTECOST
Pentecost occurred on the fiftieth (pentekoste in Greek) after the Jewish Passover and the
fiftieth day after the Resurrection of Christ. This was also a day on which the Jews
celebrated a great feast commemorating the giving of the Tables of the Law to Moses on
Mount Sinai. Jerusalem was full of foreigners, Jews living abroad (called the “Diaspora”),
who had come from all corners of the world to celebrate the feast.
Several days earlier, a group of about one hundred and twenty disciples had gathered
together with the apostles and the Theotokos. At Peter’s suggestion they had chosen a
twelfth apostle to replace Judas, Matthias.
The disciples were waiting in Jerusalem for the coming of the Comforter whom Jesus
had promised. They were full of joyful expectation. They would finally know Him of whom
Jesus had said, “It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you” (Jn 16:7). Since Jesus had departed
and now sat at the right hand of the Father (Mk 16:19), He could now fulfill His promise.
And so Jesus bestowed the Spirit upon them on the anniversary of the day that Moses
had been given the Law, “for the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.” (Jn 1:17).
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all gathered in one place. And suddenly
a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues of fire, distributed and resting on each
one of them. And they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem, Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered,
saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us
in his own language?...We hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”
This is the story of Pentecost as told by Luke in the second chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles. We also celebrate this event with thanksgiving, singing the troparion of the feast:

Blessed are Thou, O Christ our God,
Who hast revealed the fisherman as most wise
By sending down upon them the Holy Spirit.
Through them Thou didst draw the world into Thy net.
O Lover of man, glory to Thee!
Troparion for Pentecost, tone 8
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BARTHOLOMEW

THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE
THE

APOSTLE

June 11th
Bartholomew was
crucified twice while
spreading the Gospel
of Jesus. He was one
of the twelve apostles
and at times preached
with the Apostles
Philip and John the
Theologian.
Once,
Bartholomew and Philip, by prayer, killed a
snake that was housed and worshiped in a
pagan temple and also healed a blind man.
They were crucified and immediately there
was an earthquake that killed their pagan
judges and a part of the crowd. Seeing this,
the pagans hastened to save the apostles,
but Philip had already died. Bartholomew
lived to translate the Gospel and teach in
India. In Armenia, he was again crucified,
but this time he was also beheaded by the
brother of a girl he had cured of madness.
He was buried in a lead coffin, and when
his miracles continued because of his relics,
the coffin was thrown into the sea. But the
coffin would not sink, instead it floated to
the island of Lipara. The bishop there had
been waiting for it, having been foretold in
a dream. Bartholomew appeared to Joseph
the Hymnographer and blessed him to
create “streams of heavenly wisdom” which
are still powerful presence in church music
today. He also appeared to an emperor
insuring that he would protect his town.
His relics were finally translated to Rome.

M E T H O D IO S , P A T R I A R C H
C O N S T A NT I N O P L E

OF

June 14th
Methodios
was tormented
and humiliated
because of his
support of the
icons, yet he
endured and
prevailed.
Born in ninthcentury Sicily,
he was well
educated
before he became a monk. In a short time
he became the abbot of his Monastery in
Henolakkos near Byzantium.
Then
Patriarch Nicephonos appointed him
Archbishop of Kyzikios. Methodios was
known for his efforts to better and
spiritually elevate his people as well as for
his staunch defense of the icons. For the
latter the emperor had him exiled and
imprisoned under inhuman conditions with
thieves, in dampness, without light or
enough food for seven years. Empress
Theodora released him and elevated him to
patriarch, and yet the heretics pursued him.
They hired a woman and she accused him
of having physical relations with her. His
defense before the court put the heretics to
shame. Finally, Methodios and Empress
Theodora together convened a general
synod and reaffirmed the veneration of
icons.

JUNE 2012

PAGE 5

S U N DAY S U M M E R H O U R S
Sunday Summer Hours begin Sunday, June 10th. The times will be as follows:
Orthros 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

P H ILO P TO C H O S
Thank you to our very generous community of St. Spyridon who helped to make the first
Annual St. Spyridon Philoptochos Yard Sale such a wonderful success.

S O U P K ITC H E N N E W S
Dear Friends,
Please call or email Sofi Cofield to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this month
it is on Monday, June 11th— (401) 847.8593 / sofikip@aol.com )
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Jane Iandolo, Penny Hiotas and Sofi Cofield

I N O U R PA R I S H
Award
Congratulations to Eleni Giannopoulos for placing first at the Boston Diocese Oratorical
Festival in the Senior division. We are all so proud of Eleni!
Graduation
Congratulations to Maria Holder who graduated from St. Joseph's Nursing Program in
Providence. Proud parents are Elaine and Charles Holder. We wish her the best of luck!
Anniversary
Congratulations to Chris and Sofia Stefanopoulos who recently celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary having been married on May 13, 1962. We wish them many more
happy years together!
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O N T H E F E A S T O F T H E H O LY A P O S T L E S
As we prepare to enter the Apostle’s Fast this month, let us reflect a bit on the Holy
Apostles of Christ and their important role in His Church. During this holy period in their honor,
we should venerate and pray to them more often, continually seeking their holy intercessions before
the throne of the Most High, which they flank, seated on their own glorious thrones.
First of all, let us remember the very beginning of the Church on earth after the Lord’s
Resurrection and Ascension. On the day of Pentecost—50 days after Holy Pascha, the Lord sent
His Holy Spirit upon the Holy Apostles and the other followers of Christ who were gathered
together in the upper room.” ...And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them
divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)
This incredible and life transforming act of God gave true birth to the Church. In the
absence of Christ, the Holy Apostles took the reigns of the Church, knowing that God was truly
with them once again, through his Holy Spirit. The promise of Christ, given just prior to His holy
Ascension into heaven, had been kept. Basically, during the mystery of the Pentecost, the Apostles
were ordained as the first bishops of the Church, in order to oversee the Church, to teach her
doctrines, and to preside over the celebration of the Eucharist. These three basic elements still
constitute the role of the bishop in the Orthodox Church.
The great task of the Spirit-filled Apostles was to spread the Christian faith, both locally
and in far-away places of the known world. Through the hands of the Apostles and those of the
other bishops ordained, many men were ordained to the ranks of bishop, presbyter, and deacon,
which has continued throughout the ages. As you’ve heard many times, today’s Orthodox clergy
trace their ordination back to the Apostles themselves, through what is called apostolic succession.
Holy Tradition, which encompasses the entire life of the Church from her beginnings to the
present, also originated with the Holy Apostles. As direct disciples of the Lord and witnesses of the
Resurrection, they passed on the teachings of Christ and the Tradition of the Church which they
shaped and forged through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and
hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.” (2 Thes. 2:15). When
other Christians try to criticize the practices of the Orthodox Church by stating that everything we
do is based on traditions of men, we must remind them that our Holy Tradition has its source in
Christ Himself, and has continued to be guided by God through His Holy Spirit.
The key thing for us to remember, regarding apostolic succession and the Holy Apostolic
Tradition, is that these things constitute an unbroken chain within the Orthodox Church which
begins with the Apostles. The seven ecumenical councils held by the Church during the first eight
centuries of her life, specifically dealt with heretical perversions of the apostolic teachings of the
Church, again, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The work of the ecumenical councils, as
well as the many local councils held at various times and places, has ensured that the chain linking
us to Christ and His Holy Apostles has remained unbroken. This my beloved, is what has kept the
Church Orthodox. This is what has kept the True Faith pure and untainted—the same Faith that the
Holy Apostles spread throughout the world and that we have inherited.
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O R ATO R I C A L F E S T I VA L N E W S
Congratulations to Eleni Giannopoulos for placing
first at the Boston Diocese Oratorical Festival in the Senior
division. This is the first time that one of our own, from our
community, will be representing the Boston Metropolis at the
National level. Our entire community is very proud of her
achievement!
As described by the Archdiocese, "The Saint John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival is an annual Archdiocesan
program that gives teenagers an opportunity to learn, write,
and speak about their Orthodox faith, church, and heritage.
This strengthens their understanding and appreciation of their
identity as Greek Orthodox Christians, and cultivates spiritual
growth and maturity. " The first level of competition takes
place at each church and then at the district. The finalists of each District Festival proceed
to the Metropolis Festival held at the Metropolis Center, and then the winner of the
Diocese proceeds to the Archdiocese Festival where the top speakers are awarded college
scholarships.
Eleni is now planning to participate in the National Oratorical Festival to be held
on June 8-10, in Bethesda, Maryland. She will be competing with other 10th, 11th and
12th graders in the Senior Division.
Eleni is a 10th grader attending Exeter West Greenwich High School. In addition
to music, art and science, Eleni loves creative writing and is part of the debate team. This
is a great honor for
her to represent the
St. Spyridon
Community and the
Boston Metropolis
at this event.
God Bless her and
we all wish her the
best of luck in the
National
Competition!
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T H O U G H T S O N S T E WA R D S H I P : H E G AV E TH E M A X I M U M
In an eastern city a few years ago there was a campaign for the erection of a
hospital. A high-powered financial wizard was called to conduct it. He concluded his pep
talk to the solicitors who were going out to raise the money with these wise words: "Never
suggest to anyone a minimum contribution, for the minimum has a funny way of turning
into the maximum."
There are many people who live by the minimum. They measure out their minds
and hearts to others with a medicine dropper. Their manner seems to say, "I guess it will
be enough to give you just one drop." To another person they say, "You are a bit more
important; I will give you two drops." Life is lived by the minimum.
In Jesus we find the exact opposite. He lived by the maximum. His love for us led
Him to give His life for us. He did not measure out with a medicine dropper the drops of
blood He shed for us on the Cross. He gave Himself willingly and totally that we may
have life, the life of God.
Jesus sat in the temple one day and watched the rich putting their gifts into the
treasury. Along came a widow who placed two copper pennies in the box. Jesus could
have returned the pennies to her and said, "Here, you need these pennies more than the
temple does. Go back and feed your children." Instead He paid her a great compliment,
"Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; for they all contributed
out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty, put in all the living that she had" (Luke
21:1-4). She gave the maximum.
No one should tell another how much to give to God-no one, that is, but the Lord
Jesus Christ and our commitment to Him.
"Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's," said Jesus. Uncle
Sam sees to it that we give Caesar what is Caesar's, but there is no one to enforce our
giving to God-and there should not be. For it is a free gift of love expressing our
commitment. And it's not just money we're talking about; it's our time, our talents, our
service to people and to God. A check mailed to the church every so often is meaningless
if it is not accompanied by our presence, by our willingness to serve in the name of Christ,
by our prayers, by our commitment. Giving is not a substitute for our commitment but an
expression of it.
"Do you love me?" said Jesus to Peter. "Feed my sheep." How are the sheep of
Christ fed? Through His Church. Our stewardship pledges help feed His sheep.
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T H E H O LY S P I R IT B Y F R . P H IL L IP Z Y M A R I S
To speak of the Holy Spirit, to attempt to explain faith in Him using our rational
human speech, is immeasurably more difficult than to speak of the Father and the Son.
God, as Creator of the world, as the loving Father, as the Almighty - this our minds can
partially grasp. And we believe in His only-begotten Son because we have come to trust
and love Jesus Christ, who Himself affirms that He is the Son of God. But when we
attempt to speak of the Holy Spirit it becomes difficult, if not impossible, for us to feel, to
understand, to realize His differentiation from the Father and the Son, or, more simply, to
understand the meaning of the Church's faith in the Triune God, in One God who reveals
Himself to us in Three Persons. It is this understanding of God, this religious experience
of Him which the Church has always considered the pinnacle of faith, the height of
spiritual life, of that final and all-encompassing truth, the knowledge of which is what the
Gospel calls eternal life.
In ancient Hebrew, the language in which the Old Testament was written, the word
for spirit is ruach, whose first meaning is wind, a power invisible to the eyes which
nevertheless causes things to move, an invisible yet obvious life force. And therefore,
when we apply the word "spirit" to God, we affirm at once both His invisibility and His
presence, His activity, His life-giving force in the world and in life. The Holy Spirit is
God's presence in all places and at all times. This is why we call Him Spirit, then Lord,
and finally "the Giver of Life." Without experiencing this presence of the invisible yet
perceptible God, God for us would only be an idea, and even then only the weakest, most
unverifiable, most abstract of all ideas.' We cannot "show" God to people, and therefore
we cannot "prove" Him, just as we can neither show nor prove the joy and beauty of the
sun's rays to someone blind from birth; just as we are unable to prove the radiant spirit of
Pushkin's work to a person who does not know Russian and cannot read his words. The
idea of God can be argued endlessly without conclusion. But the experience of His
spiritual presence requires no proof whatsoever and was described once and for all by the
Apostle Paul as "joy and peace in the Holy Spirit" (Rom ' 14:17).
Thus we pray to the Spirit: "Come and abide in us!" We call on Him saying:
"Comforter, Treasury of blessings, Giver of Life ... ", And in answer He comes to abide
in us, to lead us, as Christ promised, into all truth (cf. Jn 16: 12), to give us eternal life.
This then is the radiant mystery of Christian faith, the mystery of God who is Trinity, the
God who is Love.
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SUN

MON

Sunday Winter Hours: Orthros: 9 a.m. D
Sunday Summer Hours (starting June 10

TUE

SUMMER HOURS
BEGIN SUNDAY
JUNE 10TH
ORTHROS 8:30 a.m.
DIV. LIT. 9:30 a.m.

WED

THU

Fathers Emergency
Tel . 401-474-7700

3. PENTECOST
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m
Kneeling Prayers.

4. Holy Spirit
Metrophanes Patr. of
Constantinople
Mary and Martha

5. Dorotheos of Tyre,
Nicander,Gorgias and
Apollon.
Office Hours
Parish Council Mtg 7 p.

6. Hilarion of Dalmat.
Attalos Wonderwork

10. All Saints
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Metropolis of Boston Laity Awards

11. Bartholomew and
Barnabas Apostles.
Ecumenic.Patriarch
Bartholomew’s
Name Day.

12. Onouphrios the Gr.
Peter the Athonite
Office Hours

13. Akylina Matrtyr
Eulogios Patr. Antioch

14. Methodios
arch of Con
Metropolitan
Dios’ Name
Office Ho

17. 2nd Matthew
Fathers Day
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div.Lit. 9:30 a.m.

18. Leontios, Hypatios
and Theodoulos of
Syria.

19.

20. Methodios Bishop
of Olympus.
Kallistos the First
Patr. of Const..

21. Julian M
Terentius of Ic

27. Sampson the Innkeeper. Joanna the
Myrrhbearer

28. Relics of C
and John.P
the Marty
Office Ho

24. Nativity of Saint 25. Prokopios New
Martyr. Febronia
John the Baptist.
the Righteous.
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.

Jude the Apostle
Martyr Zosima
Office Hours

26. David of Thessalo
nica. Icon of
Theotokos
of Tikhvin
Office Hours

7. Theodotos,
Panagis Basi
Office Ho

Office Ho
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m. Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m.
ne 10th): Orthros: 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

HU

FRI
1.

otos, Bishop
Basias Righ

Justin Martyr
Pyrros Hieromartyr

SAT.
2. Saturday of Souls
Ψυχοσάββατο
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Trisagion Prayers.

Upcoming Events
June 3rd—End of Sunday School year
June 10—Sunday Summer Hours
begin
June 10—Greek School end of year
program
June 11—Soup Kitchen
June 12—Daughters of Penelope
dinner meeting, Mainstay Comfort
Inn, 6 p.m.

8. Relics of St Theo
dore the Commander
Kalliope the Martyr
.

9. Cyril, Patriarch of
Alexandria. 3 Virgin
Martyrs of Chios

odios Patrif Constantin.
itan MethoName day
e Hours

15. Amos the Prophet
Augustine, Bishop of
Hippo. Jerome Right.

16. Tychon the Wonder
worker. 40 Martyrs
of Rome.

Regular Events

an Martyr
of Iconium

22. Eusebius Bishop
Zenon and Zenas

23. Agrippina Martr.
Aristocleus, Demetrius
Athanasius

Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (on
vacation for summer after June 14th)

e Hours

June 14—Last day of Greek School

e Hours

s of Cyrus
ohn.Pappias
Martyr
e Hours

29.

Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul
Orthros.8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.

30. Synaxis of the Holy
12 Apostles.

Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(on vacation for summer after June
3rd)

Adult Greek School—
Mondays, 4-6 p.m.
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H ELLENIC FEST IS ONLINE!!
Once again, Brett and Marianne Fox are working hard to give our festival a
presence online through a Facebook page and Ashley Cottrell continues to
work on our festival website. Facebook is a great way to generate buzz for
the festival, so please become a fan on Facebook and recommend it to all of
your friends! They will continue to update this page and the website with
festival news in the coming months so make sure you find it and bookmark it
today!! You can find it on Facebook by searching for
“St Spyridon Hellenic Fest –Newport, RI” and the website is at www.hellenicfest.org .

H ELLENIC FEST NEWS
All festival chairpersons are well underway with their plans. The grand raffle
tickets are now available. Dr. Rozes has already gotten a jump start on sales. Marianne
Fox has started getting the word out with publicity (see above entry).
Food workshops will begin in June. Leah Violet and Maria Johnson are starting to
plan those dates now. We still need some volunteers to help out with pastichio and
spanakopita and the final workshop is baklava. Ellen Anagnostos will be organizing the
moussaka workshop once again. She does such a great job.
No matter how much planning we do and how many ideas we have, the festival
cannot succeed without our workers. We ask each of you to please consider helping out
by volunteering to work one of the booths for at least one or two shifts. We can't do it
without you!
Here are the areas that are still in need of help: food booth, marketplace,
souvlaki, gyro, pastries, finance, ticket sales, decorations, set up and break down.
Please contact one of the committee members if you are able to help.

Help make this 30th anniversary of Hellenic fest the best ever!!
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A B OY ’ S T R I BU T E TO H I S DA D ( A U T H O R

UNKNOWN)

Dear Dad: I’ve been looking for a card to send you which would in a measure express what is in my
heart to say to you. But I have found none to suit. So I’m writing this letter to let you know what
you’ve meant to me through the years.
First of all, I’d like to tell you that your patient love and protection have not all been lost.
Doubtless there are many things you’ve done for me; many thoughts and plans that you’ve entertained
on my behalf, which have never found their way to my inner consciousness at all.
But you will like to know that some of your fatherliness has found me! After long years, I’ve
begun to appreciate it. Time, the greatest alchemist, turned the common ore to gold. Or perhaps I
should say that it always was pure gold, only now my eyes have been anointed and, whereas I was blind
to your golden qualities, now I am able to see them. Secondly, Dad, I’d like to hold up the ideal, so that
it may create a desire in others to become to their children what you have always been to me.
Thirdly, I want intellect and heart to grasp this fact: that the best of earthly fathers is but a faint
reflection of what the heavenly Father is. I’m proud to remember that you worked with your hands as
well as with your head. Do you remember the day when as a little boy I was playing tug of war? It was
the little boys against the bigger boys. You watched us pulling; watched the little fellows straining
every nerve against their competitors; yet, slowly, surely … losing. Then—I can see you yet—you
went stealthily behind the smallest hindermost boy, and how you pulled! Over toppled the big boys,
dragged right into the territory of the weaker side. That one action is representative of you. You were
always throwing your weight on the other side. It was your delight to secure victory for the feeble,
pitted against the strong.
I remember, too, Dad, thinking as a very small kid of the Judgment Day. Oh, I know I’ve
never expressed these inner feelings to you before, but this one thing I must tell you now. I imagined
myself standing with the small and great before the Great White Throne, when the Books were opened
in Heaven. I didn’t know then about the Other Book, or, if I did, I didn’t understand how my name was
going to be written there. And so I planned in my frightened brain that I’d be sure to stand very close to
you; that I’d hold your hand so tight, no one could tear me from your side. I imagined that in this way,
I, your weak dependent one, might slip through to the joys of heaven. It was a poor tangle of error, of
course, but I venture to think it was a stepping-stone to a great truth. I was so sure you’d not wish to be
separated from me there. I had learned as a toddling child that fathers know how to love. But I know
that even you couldn’t get me a passport into heaven. That is the prerogative of the Only Begotten Son
of God. You couldn’t by all right of your strength place your trembling child among the circle of the
redeemed; but this I say—you did point the way in. Oh, that every father would do that! If father’s
knew how their influence tell and weighs, they would be more particular about many things. I feel so
glad and proud, Dad, that you were one of those who felt your responsibility.
Well, Dad, there is much more I could say but I don’t want to make you weary. All I can say
now in closing is that in your life I find an analogy most precious. As you were close to me as a boy,
our Heavenly Father is not far from every one of us, His sin-sick children. He does not require us to put
our wants in words. He’s not hard of hearing. He’s very near, all powerful and supremely tender.
Like, as a father pitieth, God pities me—so David saith. I’m groping at it—grasping at it,
rather, because, you see, God’s so—so—loving—if He’s like my father!
From A Look at the World Through a Look at the Book (precursor to Pulpit
Helps), August 19, 1971, compiled by Austin L. Sorenson.

HAPPY FATHER’ S D AY

TO

F ATHERS

OF OUR PARISH!
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R E L I G I O U S E D U C AT I O N N E W S
Dear Families,
Sunday, June 3rd, ends our year of Sunday School. The children will all assemble in
the Prek room for our graduation assembly. Thank you to the teachers who have taught the
children all year about our Orthodox faith. Thank you to the parents who brought their
children to Sunday School and to those who volunteered in the classrooms. Finally, thank
you to the children who learned so much this year about being an Orthodox Christian.
Also, we are very proud of our Sunday School students who raised $347 towards
OCMS during Lent!
Marianne

The 3rd-6th graders of our Sunday School shared speeches they wrote about the Divine
Liturgy in the Junior Oratorical Festival on May 6, 2012. They did a wonderful job!

JUNE 2012
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The children of our 2011-2012 Sunday School.
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St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church
GREEK SCHOOL
Year-End Presentation and Celebration

Sunday, June 10, 2012
Immediately following Divine Liturgy in the Community Hall

The entire Parish Family is invited to celebrate with us!

N E W P O RT H E L L E N I C DA N C E R S
The Hellenic Dancers already started practicing for this year's Hellenic Fest
performances. We are happy to see new faces and welcome back our old friends. This is
our 10th year anniversary. We have planned a lively and fun filled program that the children
are already enjoying and learning.
To celebrate our 10th year we ordered new costumes for our ever growing group.
We can't wait to showcase our youth to the Rhode Island community. We feel that they
represent the best part of our culture and we are excited to work with them to create a
memorable experience for all.
As we did in the past few years, we divided the children into three Groups for both
the practices and the dance performances at the festival. A preliminary schedule and
festival performance times are provided for your use in planning your summer time
activities.
Please feel free to contact us for more details.
Sandy and Vaggelis Giannopoulos
Phone: 401-667-2984
Email: e.giannopoulos@verizon.net, xanthoula@verizon.net
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Newport Hellenic Dancers Practice Schedule 2012
June 3rd
June 17th
June 19th
June 21st
June 24th
June 28th

Sunday After Liturgy, All Groups
Sunday After Liturgy, All Groups
Tuesday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups
Thursday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups
Sunday After Liturgy, All Groups
Thursday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups

______________________________________________________________
July 1st
July 3rd
July 5th
July 8th
July 10th
July 12th
July 15th
July 16th

Sunday After Liturgy, All Groups
Tuesday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups
Thursday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups
Sunday After Liturgy, All Groups
Tuesday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups
Thursday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups
Sunday After Liturgy, All Groups
Monday, 4-6:30 p.m., All Groups

DRESS REHEARSAL, All Groups, TO BE ANNOUNCED

Preliminary Festival Performance Schedule 2011
Friday, July 20th
Saturday, July 21st
Sunday, July 22nd

Young Performers at 6 p.m.
Seasoned Dancers at 7:30 p.m.
Young Performers at 6 p.m.
Seasoned Dancers at 7:30 p.m.
One Performance, ALL GROUPS 4 p.m.
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THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE

W H AT IS T H E C H U RC H ?
(A brief summary by Fr. Philip based on material from the book written by
theologian Alexander Katsiaras, "What is the Church?")
Now that we have celebrated together in Church the whole cycle of major
feasts of the Church year, that is to say Christmas, Theophany, Pascha, Ascension,
and Pentecost, we have experienced liturgically the whole story of salvation as God
has designed it for us. So we started with the birth of Christ (Christmas) and ended
up with the birth of the Church (Pentecost). Now that we celebrate the reality of the
Church it is a good time to ask: what exactly is the Church?
The appearance of the Church as we know it of course, as we mentioned,
occurred at the first Pentecost as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. But the truth
of the matter is that, according to the theology of our Church, the Church existed
before this time also. It turns out that according to the Fathers of the Church, the
Church existed even before the Incarnation, that is to say, even before the birth of
Christ at Christmas. What kind of Church do they mean here?
Let us first look at the word Church "Ekklisia" etymologically. This is a
compound word consisting of the preposition "ek" and the verb "kalo" (ek & kalo)
which means, I invite, I call together, I gather together. Indeed, in the ancient Greek
world the word "Ekklisia" referred to the gathering of all the people.
In the New Testament the word Church is referred to in Acts 19:32, 39 and
in St. Paul's First letter to the Corinthians 11:18. Here the word Church refers to the
faithful, to the community of believers who responded to the calling of Christ, who
see this calling of Christ as their whole reason for being as the whole reason for
everything that has ever been created and existed. "The word Church was used to
express this new glorious reality" (Florovsky, The Body of Christ).
The truth is that, although we have these references to the Church in the New
Testament and in many other places in the writings of the Fathers of the Church, we
never have a full definition of what the Church actually is in the classical sense of a
definition. Neither in Scripture nor in the Ecumenical councils do we find a specific
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definition besides the reference in the Symbol of Faith: “I believe in One Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic Church.” This is not due to any sort of literary weakness
or inability of the Fathers of the Church, rather this is due to the sense that the
Church is not an object, a thing or an idea or ideology that one can easily define.
A great theologian, Florovsky, said that the issue of a definition was never
broached because “we have no need to define that which is totally clear by nature.
The Church is rather a reality that we experience rather than a ‘thing’ which we
can analyze or study … this way of looking at faith has unfortunately faded away
in later times. Only then in these later times do we see the need arising for
specific clear definitions.” These begin to appear after the Western movements of
Scholasticism, Rationalism and the Counter-Reformation.
All of what we have said above brings us to the following conclusion: the
Church is a mystery. We can only approach mysteries with our faith and our life.
Thus, the Church is something that is experienced and lived out, it can never be
fully explained or defined. Let us all approach this mystery in our everyday lives
and live in fact the salvation that our Lord has given us: let us live this greatest of
gifts given to us by God: our Church.

D AU G H T E R S O F P E N E LO P E N E W S
The June dinner meeting for the Daughters of Penelope will be held Tuesday, June 12th,
6 p.m., at the Mainstay Inn. Please note the change of date.
Daughters will be receiving information as to menu and RSVP date. Information for the
AHEPA National Convention being held in Las Vegas on July 22nd is available.
Contact Penny Hiotas if you are interested in attending.
Please make an effort to attend this dinner meeting before we all take a summer break.
Χριστός ἀνέστη!
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In loving memory of
Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

With compliments of…
Dr. Joanne
and
Mr. C. Gus Hologgitas
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Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

Astro
NIKOLAS PIZZA Construction
Inc.

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611
Compliments of the

ATLANTIC

BEACH CLUB

PO Box 522
Portsmouth, RI
(401) 683-9120
Established 1954

A-1 Pizza

306 Broadway
Newport

53 Purgatory Road
Middletown
847-2750

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Island of Skiathos
Organization
Established 1967

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690
Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880

Steve H. Jennings

All American
Foods, Inc.

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com
www.advancedri.com

In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

