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S A IN T S PY R ID O N G R E E K
www.stspyridonchurch.org

O RT H O D OX C H U RC H

Reverend Dr. George E. Economou
frgeorge@stspyridonchurch.org
Office Hours
Priest: Tuesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. —1 p.m. ; For emergencies, call (401) 474-7700 (cell)
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: George Spiratos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Paul Cotsoridis
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Dr. James Rozes
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Theodore Panoutsopoulos
GOYA President: Missy Mellekas
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Sofi Cofield, Rose Apostal,
Penny Hiotas and Jane
Iandolo
Greek School:
SERVICE

Eleni Anagnostopoulos
Loula Eliopoulos
Thanasi Stefanopoulos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
VOICE: Aliki Cooper
(alikicooper@yahoo.com)

Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Penelope Hiotas
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TI M E S

Sunday Winter Hours

Orthros 9 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 10 a.m.

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Vespers—7 p.m.*
Orthros—9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy—10 a.m.
*

Note: Holy Confession is available by appointment.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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T H E PA S TO R ’ S D E S K

Christmas 2013—The Greatest Gift

Dear Parishioners, Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
December 25, Christmas Day, is the Feast day that rejoices in the greatest gift offered to
humankind - God humbles Himself and takes on flesh, it is the Incarnation of the Son of
God, so that you and I may be saved. In commemoration of this day, we exchange gifts
with one another.

Contemplating the icon of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ we realize the
great love that God offers to His people through His Son. God loves us so much that He
sent His Son to show us a new way of life. The Birth of Christ is a celebration of joy, for
we have been granted eternal life.
The truth that God became man and entered into history is seen in the icon of the Nativity.
Wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger is the Christ Child. All the details of
the icon relate to the Lord’s presence among us. The icon of the Nativity calls us to praise
and glorify the Birth of Christ.
The Iconography and Hymnology of our Orthodox Church teach us wonderful lessons
about Christian giving. The following hymn, taken from the Vespers of the Nativity,
invites us to recognize the offerings made in celebration of the Nativity of our Lord and
savior Jesus Christ. We sing:
“What shall we bring to You, O Christ, Who, for our sake, was born on earth as man?
Every creature brings thanks to You: Angels their songs; the heavens a star; Wise
Men gifts; Shepherds amazement; the earth a cave; the wilderness a manger; but we the Virgin Mother.”

All creation has acknowledged the Birth of the Redeemer of humankind through the act of
Stewardship. We, too, must offer to Him Who was Born for our sake our gift in the
enclosed Christmas offering envelope to His Church this Holy Season so that we may
truly glorify and confess with a thankful and joyous heart that: Christ is Born !
In closing, please accept our very best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy, Joyous and Prosperous New year 2014.
With Agape in the anticipated Incarnate Lord,
Fr. George E. Economou
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ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ 2013—ΤΟ ΜΕΓΑΛΥΤΕΡΟ ΔΩΡΟ
Αγαπητοί μας ενορίτες, αδελφοί εν Χριστώ,
Δεκέμβρη 25, Χριστούγεννα, ημέρα χαρμόσυνος: που η ανθρωπότητα εορτάζει το
μεγαλύτερ δώρο που τις προσφέρθηκε – ο Θεός ταπεινώνετε και σαρκώνετε. Ο Υιός τού
Θεού σαρκώνετε διά να σώση τον άνθρωπο. Την ημέρα αυτή την εορτάζουμε με το να
προσφέρουμε δώρα ο ένας στόν άλλο.
Σάν ατενίζουμε την εικόνα της Γέννησις του Κυρίου ημών και Σωτήρος Χριστού με
προσοχή πολύ γρήγορα γνωρίζουμε την μεγάλη αγάπη του Θεού γιά τα πλάσματά Του που
την εκδηλώνει με τον Υιόν Του. Ο Θεός μας αγαπά τόσο πολύ που δε δυστάζει να στήλει
τον αγαπητόν Του Υιόν γιά να μας δίξει νέο τρόπο ζωής. Τη Γέννηση του Χριστού την
εορτάζουμε με μεγάλη χαρά, διότι μας χάρισε την αιώνιο ζωή.
Το γεγονός ότι ο Θεός έγινε άνθρωπος και μπήκε μέσα στην ιστορία το παρουσιάζει τόσο
ζωντανά και χτυπητά η εικόνα της Γέννησις. Τυλιγμένος στα βρεφόπανα μέσα στη φάτνη
βλέπουμε το νεογέννητο Χριστό. Ολες οι λεπτομέριες της εικόνας προδίδουν μιά
πραγματικότητα, ότι ο Κύριος είναι μεθ’ ημών. Η εικόνα της ενσάρκωσης του Κυρίου μας
καλεί να δοξολογήσουμε και υμνολογήσουμε τη Γέννηση του Χριστού.
Η Εικονογραφία και Υμνηνολογία της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας μας, μας διδάσκει ένα πολύ
σπουδαίο μάθημα, αυτό που έχει να κάνει με τη Χριστιανική προσφορά, ο παρακάτο ύμνος
από τον εσπερινό της Παραμονής των Χριστουγέννων μας που μας προσκαλεί να δώσουμε
προσοχή στά δώρα που προσφέρουμε στον εορτασμό της Γέννησης του Σωτήρος Χριστού.
‘ Τι να σου προσφέρουμε, Χριστέ τώρα που ήρθες στη γη ως άνθρωπος γιά μάς;
Το κάθε ένα από τα κτίσματα που εσύ έπλασες, σου προσφέρη ευχαριστεία, οι
Αγγελοι τον ύμνο, οι ουρανοί το αστέρι, οι μάγοι τα δώρα, οι ποιμένες το θαύμα,
η γή τη σπηλιά, η έρημος τη φάτνη, εμείς δε – τη μητέρα Παρθένο.’
Ολη η κτίση έχει αναγνωρίση τη Γέννηση του Σωτήρος όλης της ανθρωπότητας με τις
προσφορές της. Καί μείς αγαπητοί μου αδελφοί, θα πρέπει να προσφέρομε Σαυτόν που
Γεννήθηκε γιά χάρη μας το δώρο μας στην Εκκλησία Του τούτες τις Αγιες Μέρες για να τον
δοξολογήσουμε και να ομολογήσουμε με ευχάριστη και ευγνώμονα καρδιά το ‘Χριστός
γεννάται , δόξάσατε, ....’
Κλείνωντας παρακαλούμε δεχτήτε ολόθερμες ευχές για τις Αγιες Ημέρες της Γέννησις του
Χριστού και τα Θεοφάνεια. Αυτός πού γεννήθηκε απο την Παρθένο, ο Κύριος και Λυτρωτής
μας Χριστός να σας χαρίζει υγεία και κάθε ευλογία. Το δε Νέο Ετος, 2014 αίσιο, ευτυχές και
ευλογημένο με κάθε αγαθό.
Με αγάπη του αναμενομένου Σαρκωθέντος Χριστού,
π. Γεώργιος Η. Οικονόμου, Πρωτοπρεσβύτερος
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DAY O F S T

S PY R ID O N ,

O U R PAT RO N S A IN T

This year we are honored that His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios will be with us on
Sunday, December 15th, to celebrate the Liturgy for the Feast Day of our beloved patron
saint, St Spyridon. Please mark your calendars and make every effort to attend this beautiful
celebration of our parish feast.
St Spyridon—

Celebration of the Feast Day of St Spyridon
Tuesday December 11th

Great Vespers at 7pm with reception by the ladies of the Philoptochos.

Wednesday December 12th

Orthros at 9am, Divine Liturgy of St Spyridon at 10am

Sunday, December 15th

Celebration of Liturgy with His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios
December 12th
Spyridon, the God-bearing Father of the Church, the great defender of Corfu and the boast
of all the Orthodox, had Cyprus as his homeland. He was simple in manner and humble of
heart, and was a shepherd of sheep. When he was joined to a wife, he begat of her a
daughter whom they named Irene. After his wife's departure from this life, he was appointed
Bishop of Trimythus, and thus he became also a shepherd of rational sheep. When the First
Ecumenical Council was assembled in Nicaea, he also was present, and by means of his
most simple words stopped the mouths of the Arians who were wise in their own conceit.
By the divine grace which dwelt in him, he wrought such great wonders that he received the
surname 'Wonderworker." So it is that, having tended his flock piously and in a manner
pleasing to God, he reposed in the Lord about the year 350, leaving to his country his sacred
relics as a consolation and source of healing for the faithful.
Apolytikion in the First Tone
O Father, God-bearer, Spyridon, you were proven a champion and Wonder Worker of the
First Ecumenical Council. You spoke to the girl in the grave and turned the serpent to gold.
And, when chanting your prayers, most sacred One, angels ministered with you. Glory to
Him who glorified you; glory to Him who crowned you; glory to Him who, through you,
works healing for all.
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C H U RC H C H R IS T M A S

CARD

We will again be printing a Community Christmas Card as a small fundraiser for our
parish. The cost to have your name printed in the card will be $15 per line. Please use the
form below and send it to the Church office as soon as possible. The deadline is
December 1st, but please see Ellen Anagnostos for last minute entries. We would
appreciate any extra donations toward the poinsettias that we use to decorate the church
for the Christmas season. Thank you for your generosity.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD DONATION
NAME (please print) _____________________________________________________
Amount $___________________
Telephone number ___________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

S OU P

K I TC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Sofi Cofield to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this month
it is on Monday, December 9th— (401 847 8593 / sofikip@aol.com )
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal, Sofi Cofield , Penny Hiotas, and Jane Iandolo

C H R IS T M A S

D E C O R AT IO N D O NAT IO N S

We kindly request that if you are able to make a donation towards the poinsettias and other
Christmas decorations for the church this year, please contact the church office. Thank you
for your generosity. May we all enjoy a blessed Christmas season!
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NEWS

The Philoptochos will host a reception following the St. Spyridon Spyrino on December
11th. Anna Kyriakidides and Eleni Mosiadis will be coordinating this event and will be
emailing our members.
Also as has become a wonderful tradition, the ladies of Philoptochos will work with the
Sunday school children to create ornaments for the community Christmas tree on
December 8th. Sofi Cofield and Tina Fowler will organize this activity.
Planning forward, the Vasilopita will be held on Sunday, January 19. On this day
Philoptochos will host the coffee hour. More information will follow.
Please remember to send dues in the amount of $25.00 to Ionna Bairos-Moreau, 96
Sherwood Drive, Portsmouth, RI 02871
Keep in mind, please save any gently used items you may have collected over the years,
that would be appropriate for our annual "Big Fat Greek Yard Sale" to be held in May.
Our very important Sunshine Lady, Loula Eliopoulos, sends our best wishes to those
community members who are ill or homebound, kepping them i our thoughts. Please feel
free to notify Loula (at 847-7746) if you are aware of anyone who we may have missed.
The St. Spyridon Philoptochos ladies thank all of you for your generous time and
commitment to our charitable efforts. We wish all a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy New Year.

100TH

A N N I V E R S A RY O F T H E F O U N D IN G O F O U R PA R IS H

In September 2015, our Parish will be celebrating its 100th anniversary. Although it may
be a bit early, we'd like to get started with the planning as soon as possible. If you are
interested in helping with the planning of the various celebratory activities to honor this
anniversary, please contact the church office or send an email to
saintspyridonchurchnewport@gmail.com. An organizational meeting will most likely be
scheduled for after the New Year.
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P A R IS H C O U N C IL N E W S
The Parish Council held its monthly meeting on November 5th. Various business and other
plans were discussed, including those for the Vespers of St. Spyridon as well as the
upcoming visit of His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios in honor of our Feast day. The
plaster repairs should hopefully be completed by Thanksgiving and, as approved by the
General Assembly, the paving of the parking lot will be scheduled for the spring.
I am honored to announce that the Parish received a generous gift of $30,000 from the estate
of Mr. John Agias (of blessed memory). Mr. Agias was a devoted steward of our parish for
many, many years and for this gracious gift, earmarked for the Endowment Fund, we are
grateful.
Stewardship giving still lags far behind our budget. To date, we have only collected
$62,000 of the $90,000 planned for. I know that many of us make our gifts to the Church in
December, so please keep this in mind.
The Feast of the Nativity is upon us and as we prepare ourselves for the Holiday, please
remember those who are less fortunate and make a donation to a needy family or food
kitchen. Remember our food baskets in the church hall. These would be the most valuable
gifts of the season. Why not select food or gifts with your children and involve them so they
can truly learn “the reason for the season!”
At the close of the year, our thoughts naturally turn to how our year went: our triumphs, joys
and our sorrows. Certainly, there have been disagreements and for my part in any of these, I
offer my deepest apologies. At the same time, I would like to thank everyone who has taken
the time out to help and advise me. It’s been appreciated more than you know!
In closing, on behalf of the entire Parish Council, we wish each and everyone one of you a
blessed Christmas and New Year and all good things for 2014.
Respectfully submitted,

Zoe Adamedes
Parish Council President
274-1316/zadamedes@yahoo.com
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OF

A DV E N T

On November 15th -Friday-Orthodox Christians throughout the world start the ‘Christmas
Fast’. It is also called the ‘fast of St. Philip’ because it follows immediately the Feast of St.
Philip we celebrated yesterday Thursday the 14th of this month. Like Great Lent, which pre
cedes Easter, this fast also lasts forty days, but it does not involve the same liturgical
restrictions and the same strictness in fasting as does Great Lent.
The central idea of Advent is that it is the ‘coming’ of the Lord Jesus. One might perhaps
feel that the term ‘coming’ is purely symbolic, for in fact Christ comes to us at all times,
and even lives in us. Nevertheless, this approach and this presence of Christ, both of which
are eternal, take on a special character at Advent-tide; they somehow acquire an ‘intensity’
a special grace of the ‘coming’ of the Lord is offered us. The Lord Jesus is already present
to us; but the grace of Advent allows us a more vivid, and a new awareness of this
presence. Jesus is near us and in us. All the same, he makes himself known to us, during
this period, as ‘He who comes’, that is to say he makes himself known as wanting to be
with us, and as if adapting us better to his intimacy.
Each day of Advent, this ‘Come!’ fills us more and is said with greater power, so that it
drives away those thoughts, images and passions which are incompatible with the coming
of Christ. This ‘Come!’ purifies and enflames us. It should give our prayer a special
meaning.
In order to prepare ourselves to receive Jesus as King and Messiah during this Advent
season we need to develop a discipline of fasting and prayer and an attitude of inner
obedience. That is to say, may my own will no longer prevail, but let me rather be under to
the one who is stronger than I, whom I recognize as Master and Lord.
For us Orthodox Christians Advent is a time of waiting the light which will shine forth. The
celebration of Jesus birth coincides with the victory of light over darkness in the physical
world – from Christmas on, daylight lengthens. In the same way, our interior darkness will
be dispelled by the coming of him who is Light of the world.
In order to prepare for this victory of light we must, during this Holy Season, open
ourselves more and more to the light ‘which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world’. We must examine ourselves under this inner light and let this light ‘which is in our
deepest self’ guide our daily actions. It is important, my brothers and sisters that we live in
an atmosphere of gentleness, of truth and sincerity as we approach this Holy Season of our
Lord’s Nativity- His Birth.
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SUN

MON

1. 14th. Luke.
Nahum the Prophet
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div.Lit. 10:00 a.m.
Sun.Sch/Fellowship

2.Habakkuk Prophet
Cyril of Phileus

8. 10th. Luke
St Patapios Thebes
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.
Sun.Sch/Fellowship

9.Conception of
Theotokos. Hanna
prophet

15. 15th. Luke
Metrop. Methodios
Pastoral visit to us.
Orthros.9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.

TUE
3.Zephaniah,Prophet
John,Bish. Hesychast

WED
4.Barbara Gr. Martyr
John of Damascus

Office Hours
7:00 Parish Council

Sunday Win

TH

5 St..Savas S
Diogenes the

Office Hou

10. Menas,
Hermogenes,
Eugraphios. Thomas of
bithynia
Office Hours.

11. Daniel the Stylite
7:00 p.m. Gr.Vespers
of Saint Spyridon
Reception the ladies
of our Philoptohos

12. ST. SPY
WONDERW
Our Patro
Orthros. 9:0
Div. Lit. 10.

16.Haggai theProphet
Modestos of Jerusalem

17.Daniel,ThreeHoly
Youths. St. Dionysios
Visit Shut-ins
Office Hours

18.Sebastian &Comp.
Michael Confessor

19.Boniface
Gregentius o
Visit Shut
Office H

22. Before Nativity
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div.Lit. 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Program
Sun.Sch. / Grk Sch.

23.Ten Martyrs Crete
Consecration of
Hagia Sophia

24.Christmas Eve.day
9:00 a.m.Gr.Hours
Christmas Eve.
5:30 p.m. Vesperal
Div.Lit. of Christmas

25. HOLY NATIVI
TY OF OUR LORD
CHRISTMAS DAY
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.

26.Synaxis T
No fasting
Dec.25th – J
Office cl

29.After Nativity
14,000. Holy Innoc.
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div.Lit. 10:00 a.m.
.

30. Anysia of
Thessaloniki Gidoen of
Mt. Athos. Phileteros
mrt.
Leontos Righteous.

31. Apothosis of the
Feast of Nativity.
Melania of Rome, Mrt.

His Eminence Metro
politan Methodios
will be at our Parish
for its Feast Day
Sunday Dec. 15th.

Fr. George
Shut-ins. De
Please call t
with names

Soup Kitchen
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nter Hours: Orthros: 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m.

HU

Sanctified
e Martyr

urs

FRI
6. St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.

YRIDON
13. Auxentios and
WORKER Martyrs of Sebaste
on Saint
00 a.m.
.00 a.m.

SAT.
7. St. Ambrose of
Milan. Athenodoros of
Mesopotamia

Upcoming Events
December 6th—Daughters of
Penelope Annual Christmas Party
Dinner with Ahepans
December 9th—Soup Kitchen
December 11th—Reception following
Vespers hosted by the Philoptochos
December 22nd—Christmas Program
after Liturgy

14.Thyrsos,Leucius and
Callinicus.

e of Tours
of Ethiop
t-ins
Hours.

20.Forefeast of
Nativity
St Ignatios GodBearer

21. Forefeast of Nativity.
Julian and 630
Companions

Theotokos
g from
Jan. 4th
losed

27.St. Stephen First
28.20,000 Martyrs of
Martyr. Theodore Conf
Nikomedia.

will visit
ec.17-18.
the office
for visit.

.Fathers Emergency
Number.
1-401-474-7700

Regular Events
Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(to start September 9th)
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (to start
September 9th)
Adult Greek School—

V IS IT YOU R
S T S PY R ID O N ’ S
B O O K S TO R E
TO F IN D T H E P E R F E C T
C H R IS T M A S G IF T !
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RE F L E CT I ON S O N CH RI S T M AS
Whether we read the newspaper, listen to radio, or watch the news on television, we are
constantly exposed to violence. The litany of this violence is seemingly without end;
assassinations, kidnappings, terrorist bombings, wars of conquest and liberation, the
development of ever more sophisticated weapons of mass destruction, all have become
a tragic part of our daily routine. When we add to this the ordinary violence that we
have come to expect as unavoidable-robbery, child abuse, car thefts, and others, we
begin to see how close we stand to the abyss.
In this kind of world, it is very difficult to put proper perspective on the approaching
Christmas event, the coming into this world of the “Prince of Peace” Himself, our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. This difficulty is compounded by the fact that we have
allowed the essential lessons of our celebration to be trivialized by Christians and nonChristians alike. It has become a crass “holiday” rather than the “holy day” it was
meant to be. Tinsel and lights, reindeer and Santas, joy (in foil-wrapped bottles), toys
and material gifts distract us from the reality of the mystery of Christ’s coming to bring
us peace and reconciliation with God our Father, as well as with our fellow brothers and
sisters.
Try as we may, it is not easy to contemplate the true meaning of Christmas, nor to sense
the magnitude of God’s love for us expressed in sending us His Son. To be able to put
aside all other distractions, however, and to reflect upon the “good news” of Christ’s
coming should be a great part of our Christmas preparations. Only then do we
experience the peace Christ brings and the love He has for us all.
It is then that we realize that we are called to be ambassadors of that message, sharing
its peace and love with our brothers and sisters, both at Christmas time and throughout
the New Year. By bringing Christ and His message to others in this way, we express
our thanks to the Lord for His many gifts and especially for His coming to us in our
own lives.
Were we all to do this, the angel’s song “Peace on earth, good will toward men” would
not be a slogan, but a living reality.
A BLESSED AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS
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Λ ΙΓΕ Σ Σ ΚΕ Ψ Ε ΙΣ Σ ΤΗ Ε Ο Ρ ΤΗ ΤΩΝ Χ ΡΙΣ ΤΟΥ ΓΕ Ν Ν ΩΝ
Οταν ανοίγουμε και διαβάζουμε την εφημερίδα, ακούομε το ραδιόφωνο, η βλέπουμε την
τελεόρασι, συνεχώς βλέπουμε εκβιασμούς και κακοποίησι τριγύρωμας. Η λιτανεία τις βίας
φαίνεται ατελείωτη, δολοφονίες, απαγωγες, βορβαδισμό αθώων, εξέληξιν νέων όπλων, και
φανατισμό, πολιτικόν και θρησκευτικόν. Ολα αυτά και άλλα πολλά, έχουν γίνει τραγικό μέρος
της καθημερίνης μας ζωής. Οταν προσθέσουμε επάνω εις αυτά την βία της κλοπής και τον
εφοπλισμό και του τελευταίου κακούργου, παρατηρούμε ότι η ανθρωπότητα κυτά πρός το χάος
και τον αφανισμό.

Μέσα σέ ένα τέτοιο περιβάλλον, είναι πολύ δύσκολο να συγκετρώσουμε την σκέψιν μας στο
κεντρικό γεγονός της εορτής των Χριστουγέννων, δηλαδή την έλευσιν στό κόσμο του Βασιλέως
της ειρήνης, του Κυρίου ημών Ιησού Χριστού. Η δυσκολία αυτή πολλαπλασιάζεται από το
γεγονός ότι έχουμε επιτρέψει τον μολισμόν του εορτασμού μας από Χριστιανούς και μη. Τα
Χριστούγεννα είναι σήμερα μιά εορτή και όχι μιά Αγια Ημέρα όπως ήταν στά παλιά χρόνια. Τα
φώτα και τα δώρα. Η κραιπάλη και ο αχόρταγος υλισμός αποτρέπουν την προσοχή μας από το
μυστήριο της του Χριστού ενσαρκώσεως και από το γεγονός ότι ήλθε εις τον κόσμο να μας
συμφιλιώση όχι μόνον με τον επουράνιο Θεό και Πατέρα μας, αλλά και με τον συνανθρωπό
μας.
Οσο και να προσπαθούμε, δεν είναι εύκολο να κατανοήσουμε την πραγματική σημασία των
Χριστουγέννων, και να αισθανθούμε το μεγαλείο της αγάπης του Θεού που εκφράστηκε στο να
στειλη τον Υιόν Του τον Μονογενή αναμεσά μας. Για να μπορέσουμε να εμβαθύνουμε και να
ζήσουμε το γεγονός αυτό, της ελεύσεως του Χριστού στο κόσμο, καλό θα είναι να μελετάμε τίς
Αγιες Γραφές- το Ευαγγελιο- και να γίνουν το κέντρο της προετοιμασίας μας για την εορτή των
Χριστουγέννων. Διότι μόνον τότε θα είναι δυνατόν να απολαύσωμεν την ειρήνη και την αγάπη
Του που ο Χριστός φέρνει γιά ‘ολους μας.
Μόνον τότε θα καταλάβουμε ότι είμαστε και ιεραπόστολοι του μηνύματος του Χριστού με
ιερόν καθήκον να φέρουμε στούς συνανθρώπους μας την ίδιαν ειρήνη και αγάπη που εμείς
δοκιμάσαμε πρώτοι απο τον Χριστό. Και όταν με αυτόν το τρόπο φέρνουμε τον πλσίον μας εις
επαφήν με τον Κύριον μας και το μήνυμά Του, εκφράζουμε συνάμα τις ευχαριστίες μας για τα
πολλά Του δώρα που μας δίνει και για το γεγονός ότι καταδέχτηκε να έλθη και σύζήση μαζί μας
ο Θεάνθρωπος Χριστός.

Και εάν όλοι μας το κάναμε αυτό, τότε ο ύμνος των αγγέλων, «επί γης ειρήνη, και εν ανθρώποις
ευδοκία» δεν θα ήταν μόνο μιά ελπίδα, αλλά μιά ζωντανή και καθημερινή πραγματικότητα.

ΚΑΛΑ ΚΑΙ ΕΥΛΟΓΗΜΕΝΑ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ
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R EL IG I O U S

THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE

E D U C AT IO N N E W S

Dear Families,
Thank you to everyone for donating food and gift cards for our Thanksgiving baskets
for Child and Family services. Our church was able to give 2 baskets this year.
No classes will be held on Dec. 1st, after Thanksgiving.
On December, 8th, the Philoptochos will work with the children in grades Prek-2, on
ornaments for our Christmas tree for the family St. Spyridon will sponsor for Christmas.
More information will come on what items will be needed for the family this year.
During November and December, the children have been working hard on the pageant
this year to be held on Dec. 22nd. On Saturday, Dec. 21st a practice will be held for the
children to practice in the hall.
Marianne

N EWPORT H EL L EN IC DA N C ER S
The Newport Hellenic Dancers are once again holding their annual holiday pastry sale
fundraiser. This is the tenth Annual Fundraiser for the Troupe. As in previous years,
homemade pastries will be made available in decorated boxes for sale. The funds we raise are
mainly spent to buy new costumes for our expanding group, as well as pay for other needs to
support the dancers. The costumes are used by all the children of our community for major
celebrations such as Greek Independence Day on the 25th of March, as well as by the
Hellenic Dancers for their performances throughout the year, especially at our Annual
Festival. We also make these costumes available to students for cultural projects and
presentations, when representing the Hellenic heritage in their schools. All costumes are the
property of the St. Spyridon Church.

The pastries make wonderful holiday gifts. We do take the time to package and decorate, so
they are suitable for gift giving. Feel free to call Sandy or Vaggeli (401) 667-2984, email
(e.giannopoulos@verizon.net), or sign up at the church.
Thank You for Your Support! Please see flyer on the next page.
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S T B A R BA R A

THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE

T H E G R E AT M A RT Y R

Feast Day: December 4
Saint Barbara was from Heliopolis of Phoenicia and lived
during the reign of Maximian.
She was the daughter of a certain idolater named Dioscorus.
When Barbara came of age, she was enlightened in her pure
heart and secretly believed in the Holy Trinity.
About this time Dioscorus began building a bath-house;
before it was finished he was required to go away to attend
to certain matters, and in his absence Barbara directed the
workmen to build a third window in addition to the two her
Father had commanded. She also inscribed the sign of the
Cross with her finger upon the marble of the bath-house,
leaving the saving sign cut as deeply into the marble as if it
had been done with an iron too. (When the Synaxarion of
Saint Barbara was written, the marble of the bath-house and
the cross inscribed by Saint Barbara were still preserved,
and many healings were worked there.)
When Dioscorus returned, he asked why the third window had been added; Barbara
began to declare to him the mystery of the Trinity. Because she refused to renounce
her faith, Dioscorus tortured Barbara inhumanely, and after subjecting her to many
sufferings he beheaded her with his own hands, in the year 290.
Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone
Let us honor the holy Barbara for, with the aid of the Cross as her weapon, she crushed
the snares of the enemy, and was rescued from them like a bird.
Kontakion in the Fourth Tone
O noble Champion, following God who is reverently praised in Trinity, you
abandoned the temples of idols. Struggling amid suffering, O Barbara, you were not
overwhelmed by the threats of the tyrants, O brave One, even singing aloud, "I
worship the Trinity, the one Godhead."
Taken from goarch.org.
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A N D A RC H D E AC O N S T E PH E N

Feast Day: December 27
The Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen was the eldest of
the seven deacons, appointed by the Apostles themselves, and
therefore he is called “archdeacon.” He was the first Christian
martyr, and he suffered for Christ when he was about thirty. In
the words of Asterias, he was “the starting point of the martyrs,
the instructor of suffering for Christ, the foundation of righteous
confession, since Stephen was the first to shed his blood for the
Gospel.”
Filled with the Holy Spirit, St Stephen preached Christianity and
defeated Jewish teachers of the Law in debate. The Jews
maligned St Stephen, saying that he had uttered blasphemy against God and against Moses. St
Stephen came before the Sanhedrin and the High Priest to answer these charges. He gave a
fiery speech, in which he recounted the history of the Jewish nation, and denounced the Jews
for persecuting the prophets, and also for executing the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ (Acts
ch. 7).
During his speech, St Stephen suddenly saw the heavens opened and Jesus Christ standing at
the right hand of God. The Jews shouted and covered their ears, and rushed at him. They
dragged him out of the city and stoned him, but the holy martyr prayed for his murderers. Far
off on the heights stood the Mother of God with the holy Apostle John the Theologian, and
She prayed fervently for the martyr. Before his death St Stephen said, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit. O Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” Then he joyfully gave up his pure soul to
Christ.

The body of the holy Protomartyr Stephen, left to be eaten by beasts, was secretly taken up by
the Jewish teacher Gamaliel and his son Habib, who buried Stephen on his estate. They both
believed in Christ, and later received holy Baptism.
Troparion — Tone 4
Protomartyr and mighty warrior of Christ our God, / you were victorious in battle and
crowned with glory, holy Stephen. / You confounded the council of those who persecuted
you, / beholding your Savior enthroned at the Father’s right hand. / Never cease praying that
our souls may be saved!
Taken from oca.org
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AHEPA & DAUGHTERS

THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE

OF PENELOPE HELLENIC HISTORY

TOURNAMENT

Our Community, with the sponsorship of the local AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope
chapters, participated in this year’s “Hellenic History Tournament” . The team consisting
of Nikos Spentzos and Theodore Panoutsopoulos won the second place prize. Fifteen
teams from six states participated. Last year the same team won third place. The third
member of the team, Panagiotis Panoutsopoulos, had to participate in a Robotics
competition; that team advanced to the semifinals.
Congratulations to all. Hopefully, next year the full team shall bring the trophy back home
to Newport. The very first winning team of the Hellenic History Tournament was the
Newport team of Alexander Antonopoulos, James Demetriades, and Hristos Giannopoulos.

Theodore Panoutsopoulos and Nikos Spentzos in the Hellenic History Tournament
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O RT H O D OX

M IS S IO N T E A M

Please consider joining an Orthodox Mission Team in 2014. Mission Teams serve our Holy
Orthodox Church's unending mission effort that all people may come to know the saving love
of our Lord. Be a living witness on a Healthcare team to Tanzania or Uganda, work with youth
in Albania or Moldova, or offer your talents on other OCMC Teams in 2014. Team
applications and details are available online at www.ocmc.org or call at 1.877.463.6787 (ext.
142) for more information.

W H AT I S C H R IS T IA N O RT H O D OX Y ?
http://www.youtube.com/greekorthodoxchurch
Discovering Orthodox Christianity is a series of talks, shows, and presentations designed to
introduce and explain the basic teaching of Orthodox Christianity. Sponsored by the
Leadership 100 Endowment Fund the series covers a wide range of topics with the goal
education the viewer in simple, easy to understand terms.

D AU G H T E R S

O F PE N E LO PE N E W S

On November 13th a joint dinner meeting was held with brother Ahepans. District Governors
Penny Pecka and Jack Isaac attended and it was a enjoyable evening for all. Plans are now
being formed for our Christmas Dinner - please make note of the date Decemb15th - with our
brother Ahepans and the Philoptochos. Information will be sent out shortly.
Also we will be visiting the shut-ins for the holidays. Anyone wishing to join us to visit the
shut-ins should contact Penny Hiotas as soon as possible.
Wishing you all Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Penny Hiotas, President

Wishing you a blessed
Christmas
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Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

With compliments of…
Dr. Joanne
and
Mr. C. Gus Hologgitas

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

In loving memory of

NIKOLAS PIZZA

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611
Compliments of the

ATLANTIC

BEACH CLUB

Aquidneck Pizza

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

Astro
Construction Inc.
PO Box 522
Portsmouth, RI
(401) 683-9120
Established 1954

A-1 Pizza
306 Broadway
Newport

53 Purgatory Road
Middletown
847-2750

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Island of Skiathos
Organization
Established 1967

All American
Foods, Inc.

Steve H. Jennings

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com
www.advancedri.com

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON

BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880
In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

