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S A IN T S PY R ID O N G R E E K
www.stspyridonchurch.org

O RT H O D OX C H U RC H

Reverend Dr. George E. Economou
frgeorge@stspyridonchurch.org
Office Hours
Priest: Tuesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. —1 p.m. ; For emergencies, call (401) 474-7700 (cell)
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: George Spiratos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Paul Cotsoridis
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: TBD
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Theodore Panoutsopoulos
GOYA President: Missy Mellekas
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Sofi Cofield, Penny Hiotas
and Jane Iandolo

Eleni Anagnostopoulos
Loula Eliopoulos
Thanasi Stefanopoulos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
VOICE: Aliki Cooper
(alikicooper@yahoo.com)

Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Penelope Hiotas
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

Greek School:
SERVICE

TI M E S

Sunday Summer Hours

Orthros 8:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Vespers—7 p.m.*
Orthros—9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy—10 a.m.
*

Note: Holy Confession is available by appointment.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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T H E PA S TO R ’ S C O L L E C T IO N

PENTECOST
Pentecost occurred on the fiftieth (pentekoste in Greek) after the Jewish Passover and the
fiftieth day after the Resurrection of Christ. This was also a day on which the Jews
celebrated a great feast commemorating the giving of the Tables of the Law to Moses on
Mount Sinai. Jerusalem was full of foreigners, Jews living abroad (called the “Diaspora”),
who had come from all corners of the world to celebrate the feast.
Several days earlier, a group of about one hundred and twenty disciples had gathered
together with the apostles and the Theotokos. At Peter’s suggestion they had chosen a
twelfth apostle to replace Judas, Matthias.
The disciples were waiting in Jerusalem for the coming of the Comforter whom Jesus
had promised. They were full of joyful expectation. They would finally know Him of whom
Jesus had said, “It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you” (Jn 16:7). Since Jesus had departed
and now sat at the right hand of the Father (Mk 16:19), He could now fulfill His promise.
And so Jesus bestowed the Spirit upon them on the anniversary of the day that Moses
had been given the Law, “for the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.” (Jn 1:17).
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all gathered in one place. And suddenly
a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues of fire, distributed and resting on each
one of them. And they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered,
saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us
in his own language?...We hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”
This is the story of Pentecost as told by Luke in the second chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles. We also celebrate this event with thanksgiving, singing the troparion of the feast:

Blessed are Thou, O Christ our God,
Who hast revealed the fisherman as most wise
By sending down upon them the Holy Spirit.
Through them Thou didst draw the world into Thy net.
O Lover of man, glory to Thee!

Troparion for Pentecost, tone 8
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A P O S TL E
June 11th
Bartholomew
was
crucified twice while
spreading the Gospel
of Jesus. He was one
of the twelve apostles
and at times preached
with the Apostles
Philip and John the
Theologian.
Once,
Bartholomew
and
Philip, by prayer, killed a snake that was
housed and worshiped in a pagan temple
and also healed a blind man. They were
crucified and immediately there was an
earthquake that killed their pagan judges
and a part of the crowd. Seeing this, the
pagans hastened to save the apostles, but
Philip had already died. Bartholomew lived
to translate the Gospel and teach in India.
In Armenia, he was again crucified, but this
time he was also beheaded by the brother of
a girl he had cured of madness. He was
buried in a lead coffin, and when his
miracles continued because of his relics, the
coffin was thrown into the sea. But the
coffin would not sink, instead it floated to
the island of Lipara. The bishop there had
been waiting for it, having been foretold in
a dream. Bartholomew appeared to Joseph
the Hymnographer and blessed him to
create “streams of heavenly wisdom” which
are still powerful presence in church music
today. He also appeared to an emperor
insuring that he would protect his town.
His relics were finally translated to Rome.
T HE

M E T HO D I O S , P A TR I A R C H O F
C O N S TA N TI N O P LE
June 14th
Methodios
was tormented
and humiliated
because of his
support of the
icons, yet he
endured and
prevailed.
Born in ninthcentury Sicily,
he was well
educated
before
he
became a monk. In a short time he became
the abbot of his Monastery in Henolakkos
near Byzantium.
Then Patriarch
Nicephonos appointed him Archbishop of
Kyzikios. Methodios was known for his
efforts to better and spiritually elevate his
people as well as for his staunch defense of
the icons. For the latter the emperor had
him exiled and imprisoned under inhuman
conditions with thieves, in dampness,
without light or enough food for seven
years. Empress Theodora released him and
elevated him to patriarch, and yet the
heretics pursued him. They hired a woman
and she accused him of having physical
relations with her. His defense before the
court put the heretics to shame. Finally,
Methodios and Empress Theodora together
convened a general synod and reaffirmed
the veneration of icons.
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L IV E S O F S A IN T S PE T E R A N D PAU L

The Holy Apostle Peter
The son of Jonah and brother of Andrew the First-Called, of the tribe
of Simeon and the town of Bethsaida, he was a fisherman and was at
first called Simon, but the lord was pleased to call him Cephas, or
Peter (In 1 :42). He was the first of the disciples to give clear
expression to his faith in the lord Jesus, saying: "Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the Living God" (Mt 16:16). His love for the lord was
very strong, and his faith in Him went from strength to strength.
When the lord was put on trial, Peter denied him three times, but it
needed only one look into the face of the lord, and Peter's soul was
filled with shame and repentance. After the descent of the Holy
Spirit, Peter became a fearless and powerful preacher of the Gospel.
After his first sermon in Jerusalem, about 3,000 souls were converted
to the Faith. He preached the Gospel throughout Palestine and Asia
Minor, in Italy and Illyria. He performed many wonders, healing the
sick and raising the dead, and even his shadow had the power of healing the sick. He had a major
struggle with Simon the Magician, who declared himself to be from God but was actually a servant of
the devil. He finally put him to shame and overcame him.
Peter was condemned to death on the order of the wicked Emperor Nero, a friend of Simon's. After
installing Linus as Bishop of Rome and exhorting and encouraging the flock of Christ there, Peter went
to his death with joy. When he saw the cross' before him, he asked the executioner to crucify him
upside-down, because he felt himself unworthy to die in the same way as his lord. And so this great
servant of the greatest Master went to his rest and received a crown of eternal glory.
The Holy Apostle Paul
Born in Tarsus and of the tribe of Benjamin, he was formerly called Saul and studied under Gamaliel.
He was a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christians. He was wondrously converted to the Christian faith
by the lord Himself, who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. He was baptized by the Apostle
Ananias, named Paul and enrolled in the work of the Great Apostles.
He preached the Gospel everywhere with burning zeal, from the borders of Arabia to the land of Spain,
among both the Jews and the heathen, and receiving the title of "The Apostle to the Gentiles." His
fearful sufferings were matched only by his superhuman endurance. Through all the years of his
preaching, he hung from day to day like a thread between life and death.
Filling his days and nights with toil and sufferings for Christ, organizing the Church in many places
and receiving a high level of perfection, he was able to say: "I live, yet not I but Christ lives in
me" (Gal 2:20). He was beheaded in Rome in the reign of Nero, at the same time as St. Peter.
-From the Prologue from Ochrid by St. Nikolai Velimirovic.
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O U R PA R IS H

Baptism
On May 19, the daughter of Melissa and Todd Siebens was baptized and given the name
Maya Ann (Anna) by her Godmother Melanie Ann Cook. Proud grandparents attending
were Sharon and Charles Morin of Portsmouth. Congratulations to all.
Graduates: Please send your information to alikicooper@yahoo.com so that we can
include it in the next bulletin!

S U N DAY S U MMER H OU R S
Sunday Summer Hours begin Sunday, June 2nd. The times will be as follows:
Orthros 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

S OU P

K ITC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Sofi Cofield to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this month
it is on Monday, June 10th— (401 847 8593 / sofikip@aol.com )
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Jane Iandolo, Penny Hiotas and Sofi Cofield

G R E E T IN G S

F RO M FAT H E R J U L IA N O F PO RT S M O U T H A B B E Y

Fr. Julian of Portsmouth Abbey sends "Chistos Anesti" and Easter greetings to all of the
St. Spyridon parish. Fr. Julian is not well enough to attended services as he did before,
but sends his best wishes.

H EL L E N IC

FEST

Dear parishioners. Our festival will be Friday and Saturday only, July .19th and 20th.
Again we ask for your help. Will you please help out this year by chairing a booth or
volunteering your time. We will be having a meeting soon and will contact you by email
if you kindly send a note to Elaine Holder at Epholder@aol.com
The church really needs the proceeds from this festival so please give us your help.
Thank you,
Elaine Holder
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SUN

MON

Sunday Summer Ho

TUE

WED

TH

30 . ALL SAINTS
Synaxis of Holy 12
Apostles
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div.Lit. 9:30 a.m.

Fathers Emergency
Tel.# 401-474-7700

SUMMER HOURS
BEGIN SUNDAY
JUNE 2nd
ORTHROS 8:30 a.m.
DIV. LIT. 9:30 a.m.

Fr. George
away till Ju
Metropolis
clergy for S
Divine Litu

2.Samaritan Sund.
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m
Sun. School Ends

3. Lucillian & Paula
Martyrs. Athanasios the
Wonderworker

4.Metrophanes Patr.of
Constantinople
Mary and martha
Office Hours
Parish Council Mtg 7.

5.Dorotheos of Tyre,
Nicander,Gorgias and
Apollon.

11. Bartholomew and
Barnabas Apostles.
Ecum.Patriarch Bartholomew Name Day.
Office Hours

12.Onouphrios thGr.
Peter the Athonite

13. ASCEN
No Liturg
Akylina Ma
Eulogios Pa
Office H

18. Leontios, Hypatios
and Theodoulos of Syria.

19.Jude the Apostle
Martyr Zosima

20.Methodio
Office Hour
Fr.George r
from his va

.6.Hilarion o
Attalos Won

Office H

.

9. Sun.Blind Man
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Metropolis of Boston Laity Awards

10. Alexandra and
Antonina Matyrs
Timothy Bish.Prussa

16. Fathers of the
1st Ecum. Council
Fathers Day
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div.Lit. 9:30 a.m.

17.Isaurus &Compan
of Antens, Manuel,
Sabel and Ishmael

23. PENTECOST
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Kneeling Prayers

24. Holy Spirit
Nativity of Saint
John the Baptist.

Soup Kitchen

Office Hours
25.Prokopios New
Martyr. Febronia the
Righteous.
Office Hours

26. David of Thessalo- 27. Sampson
nica. Icon of Theotokeeper. Joan
kos of Tikhvin
Myrrhbearer
Office Ho
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ours: Orthros: 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

HU

will be
une 20th.
will send
Sunday
urgies

of Dalmat.
nderwork

Upcoming Events
June 2—Sunday Summer Hours begin
June 2– Last Day of Sunday school

FRI
Area crlergy will fill
in for emergencies.
Please call office for
emrgencies first and
will contact clergy.

SAT.
1. Justin Martyr
Pyrros Hieromartyr

June 4—Parish Council Meeting, 7pm
June 9—Greek School End of Year
Program
June 10—Soup Kitchen

7. Theodotos Bishop
of Ankyra. Righteous
Panagis Basias

8. Relics of St Theodore
the Commander
Kalliope the Martyr
.

NSION
gy
atrtyr
atrAntioch
Hours

.14. Methodios Patriarch of Constantant.
Metropolitan Metho
dios Name day

15. Amos the Prophet
Augustine, Bishop of
Hippo. Jerome Right

osBishof
rs
returns
acation

21. Julian Martyr
Terentius of Iconium

22.Saturday of Souls
Ψυχοσάββατο
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Trisagion Prayers.

n the Innnna the
r
urs

28. Relics of Cyrus
and John.Pappias the
Martyr

29. Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul

Hours

June 12—Daughters of Penelope
dinner meeting
Regular Events
Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(ends June 2—to resume again in
September)
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (ends
June 9—to resume again in
September)
Adult Greek School—
Mondays, 4-6 p.m.
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R E S PO N S IB IL IT Y O F PA R E N T H O O D

by Rev. Andrew Demotses
The month of June is nearly upon us. It is the month of graduations and weddings.
Both events mark important milestones in the lives of our children, in which decisions
are made that will have profound effects on the quality of their lives. They also call to
mind the emerging independence of our children when they begin in earnest the task of
building their own lives.
It is moments such as these which give parents cause to wonder if we have given them
the values which we hope will become a part of the lives which they are beginning.
This is especially true now that young people without a sense of direction and soaring
rates of divorce are so much a part of the contemporary scene.
Unfortunately, such concerns on the part of the parents are usually articulated at a time
when nothing can be done about them. This is not to suggest that these parents were
not concerned about their children. Quite the contrary is true. But the responsibility of
true parenthood does not end with provision for the physical well being and education
of our children. It also requires that parents weave into the fabric of their family life,
through their own example, the ethical, moral and religious values that they want their
children to adopt for themselves.
Unfortunately, economic well being and education are not enough to provide them with
the best possible chance for happiness and self-fulfillment. The values and the
philosophy for life which our children acquire through our example are also vital to that
process.
But they are tools for living that are acquired only from the earliest days of their young
lives. By the time the “Junes” of our own children's graduations and weddings arrive
they will either have already learned these things in their own homes, or will learn them
at great personal cost on their own.

JUNE 2013
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F E S T IVA L

On May 19th Sunday School Grades 3-6 held the Elementary Division portion of the
Annual Saint John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival. This year there were 10 participants
from this division, the largest group of speakers ever to participate. The theme the
students’ speeches centered on was “The Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church.”
Their speeches were not only informative but also moving as they described their chosen
Feast and what it means to them. Congratulations to all for a job well done.

Eleni Giannopoulos placed third Metropolis wide in the St.
John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival held at the Metropolis
Center in Brookline, Massachusetts on May 11. She spoke
on the topic that concerned the Edict of Milan proclaimed by
St. Constantine the Great in 313 AD which allowed
Christians to practice their faith freely, and on the meaning of
religious freedom then, and its meaning for people of faith
today in countries where violent religious persecution occurs.
One of the gifts awarded to the top 3 finishers was a full
scholarship to the Metropolis Camp in New Hampshire.
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R EL IG I O U S

E D U C AT IO N N E W S

Dear Families,
We had 22 children at our Good Friday Retreat where they made tsoureki, did Pascha
crafts, and listened to Father talk about Pascha. Thank you to all who helped and participated!
Our academic year is at a close. On June 2nd, the children will be receiving their
certificates and class pictures. Money from the OCMC boxes will be added up and a total
given in the summer. Sunday School will have a summer retreat day in August and more
information will come in the summer bulletin. Children, starting at the age of 3, can be
registered for Sunday School starting in September. Registration forms are sent to parents via
email, so please see me or email me this summer if your child is turning 3. Also, if anyone is
interested in teaching Sunday School, please see me or email me as well.
Marianne

N EW PO RT

H E L L E N IC DA N C E R S N E W S

Christos Anesti! We are now preparing for our annual Hellenic Festival. This is our 11th year
of festival performances, and as we try to do every year, we have planned a lively and fun
filled program that will showcase our children and that our guests will enjoy. We feel that
our community youth represent the best part of our culture and we are excited to work with
them once again, and create a memorable experience for all. We are looking forward to
welcoming back old friends, and we will be happy and excited if we can complement our
group with some new faces.
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As we did in the past few years we setup three groups for both the practices and the dance
performances at the festival. A schedule and festival performance times are provided for your
use in planning your summer time activities. At this time we have scheduled practices for the
younger dancers (Groups A, B). Our more seasoned dancers will start later, once they have
finished with their exams and have settled their summer plans.
We have scheduled 14 practices and we would like everyone that participates to make at least
10 of those to prepare for the performances. We understand summer plans are already set and
might not make every practice, so we will try to accommodate for missed practices. Our main
goal is to make sure that the children are ready for the festival.
This is a good time to join us. No previous experience is necessary. We request that you
contact us before (or show up during) the first practice to sign up.
Please feel free to contact us for more details.
Sandy and Vaggelis Giannopoulos
Phone: 401-667-2984, Email: e.giannopoulos@verizon.net, xanthoula@verizon.net
Newport Hellenic Dancers Practice Schedule 2013 (Groups A, B)
June 2nd
Sunday, After Sunday School Program Presentations
th
June 9
Sunday, After Greek School Program Presentations
June 12th
Wednesday, 3:30-5:30 PM
June 16th
Sunday, After Liturgy
June 26th
Wednesday, 3:30-5:30 PM
June 28th
Friday, 3:30-5:30 PM
June 30th
Sunday, After Liturgy
______________________________________________________________
July 2nd
Tuesday, 3:30-5:30 PM
th
July 7
Sunday, After Liturgy
July 10th
Wednesday, 3:30-5:30 PM
July 12th
Friday, 3:30-5:30 PM
July 14th
Sunday, After Liturgy
July 15th
Monday, 3:30-5:30 PM
July 16th
Tuesday, 3:30-5:30 PM
Festival Performance Schedule 2013
Friday, July 19th
Young Performers at 6pm
and Saturday July 20th
Seasoned Dancers at 7:30pm
Both
Nights
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SCHOOL NEWS

The year-end Greek School program will be held on Sunday, June 9th after Divine Liturgy in
the community hall. The Greek School families will be sponsoring the coffee hour that day.
There will be a rehearsal for the year-end program on Saturday, June 8th at 10 a.m. for all
Greek School students.
The last week of classes for this school year will be the week of June 3rd.

Year-end parent(s)/teacher conferences will continue through the final day of classes on
Thursday, June 6th; please make a point to schedule a meeting with your child’s teacher to
discuss progress made this year and expectations for next year.
To conclude the school year there will be an all Greek School Parents/Teachers meeting held
on Sunday, June 16th after Divine Liturgy.

E XAMINATIONS

FOR GREEK SCHOOL STUDENTS IN MODERN GREEK

As indicated in the prior month’s newsletter, it is our hope that our community Greek
School students (past and present) can register and begin participating in the “Ellhnomathia”
comprehensive examination for Greek School students, offered through the Archdiocese,
starting with registration for the Boston Metropolis hosted May 2014 examination.
This examination will help determine the level of proficiency attained to date by our students, and will also provide a baseline for their academic progression in Greek language
studies during their lifetime. As far as we are able to determine, no students from our community have ever registered to take this examination. Students as young as eight (8) years
old are allowed to take the examination to determine their current level of understanding.
Study materials, registration costs and transportation logistics will be covered by our Greek
School. We urge all past students who have graduated from the Greek School program to
consider taking this exam. By doing so, they can determine their certification level, and we
can have a better sense of the success of our program over the years. Students also have an
opportunity to earn college foreign language credits via certification.
The test can be repeated annually as the students progress in their studies, and as such their
level of certification should continue to increase. If you would like to begin studying for this
exam by reviewing past exams, please contact Thanasis Stefanopoulos for study materials.
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P H ILO PTO C H O S

NEWS

Thank you to everyone who helped organize and donate items for our 2nd Annual Big Fat
Greek Yard Sale. We look forward to next year!

AHEPA 245—YANKEE DISTRICT #7 HELLENIC HISTORY TOURNAMENT
The registration deadline will be June 30 and the competition date will be in the fall, to be
announced when the venue is secured. The venue will again be St Barbara GOC in Orange ,
CT. The students must be in High School by September 2013. There will be preparatory
meetings either in a local library or another place to be determined. Availability of a
computer will be helpful. Please contact Basile Panoutsopoulos
(Basile.Panoutsopoulos@verizon.net) for additional information.

D AU G H T E R S

OF

P E N E LO PE

N EWS

A dinner/meeting is being planned for our June meeting, Wednesday, the 12th.
Notification as to where will be sent soon.
I wish to thank all the Daughters who attended the NERC held here in Newport. It was
very successful - Thanks to Brother George Anagnsotos and his wife Ellen.
Penelope Hiotas, President
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Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

With compliments of…
Dr. Joanne
and
Mr. C. Gus Hologgitas

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

In loving memory of

NIKOLAS PIZZA

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611
Compliments of the

ATLANTIC

BEACH CLUB

Aquidneck Pizza

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

Astro
Construction Inc.
PO Box 522
Portsmouth, RI
(401) 683-9120
Established 1954

A-1 Pizza
306 Broadway
Newport

53 Purgatory Road
Middletown
847-2750

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Island of Skiathos
Organization
Established 1967

All American
Foods, Inc.

Steve H. Jennings

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com
www.advancedri.com

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON

BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880
In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

