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The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI  02840 

Office Hours 

Priest: Tuesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. —1 p.m. ; For emergencies, call (401) 474-7700 (cell) 

Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.  

Sunday Regular Hours                     Orthros 9 a.m.        Divine Liturgy 10 a.m. 

Weekday Festal Celebrations: 
Vespers—7  p.m.* 
Orthros—9  a.m. 
Divine Liturgy—10  a.m. 

SERVICE  TIMES  

* Note:  Holy Confession is available by appointment. 
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FROM  THE  PASTOR ’S  DESK  

Christmas 2014—The Greatest Gift 
 
Dear Parishioners, Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
December 25, Christmas Day, is the Feast day that rejoices in the greatest gift offered to 
humankind - God humbles Himself and takes on flesh, it is the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, so that you and I may be saved. In commemoration of this day, we exchange gifts 
with one another. 
 
Contemplating the icon of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ we realize the 
great love that God offers to His people through His Son. God loves us so much that He 
sent His Son to show us a new way of life. The Birth of Christ is a celebration of joy, for 
we have been granted eternal life. 
 
The truth that God became man and entered into history is seen in the icon of the Nativity. 
Wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger is the Christ Child. All the details of 
the icon relate to the Lord’s presence among us. The icon of the Nativity calls us to praise 
and glorify the Birth of Christ. 
 
The Iconography and Hymnology of our Orthodox Church teach us wonderful lessons 
about Christian giving. The following hymn, taken from the Vespers of the Nativity, 
invites us to recognize the offerings made in celebration of the Nativity of our Lord and 
savior Jesus Christ. We sing:  
 

“What shall we bring to You, O Christ, Who, for our sake, was born on earth as man? 
Every creature brings thanks to You: Angels their songs; the heavens a star; Wise 
Men gifts; Shepherds amazement; the earth a cave; the wilderness a manger; but we - 
the Virgin Mother.” 

 
All creation has acknowledged the Birth of the Redeemer of humankind  through the act of 
Stewardship. We, too, must offer to Him Who was Born for our sake our gift in the 
enclosed Christmas offering envelope  to His Church this Holy Season so that we may 
truly glorify and confess with a thankful and joyous heart that: Christ is Born ! 
 
In closing, please accept our very best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy, Joyous and Prosperous New year 2015. 
 
With Agape in the anticipated Incarnate Lord, 

 Fr. George E. Economou 
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ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ 2014—ΤΟ ΜΕΓΑΛΥΤΕΡΟ ΔΩΡΟ 
Αγαπητοί μας ενορίτες, αδελφοί εν Χριστώ, 
 
Δεκέμβρη 25, Χριστούγεννα, ημέρα χαρμόσυνος: που η ανθρωπότητα εορτάζει το 
μεγαλύτερ δώρο που τις προσφέρθηκε – ο Θεός ταπεινώνετε και σαρκώνετε. Ο Υιός τού 
Θεού σαρκώνετε διά να σώση τον άνθρωπο. Την ημέρα αυτή την εορτάζουμε με το να 
προσφέρουμε δώρα ο ένας στόν άλλο. 
 
Σάν ατενίζουμε την εικόνα της Γέννησις του Κυρίου ημών και Σωτήρος Χριστού με 
προσοχή πολύ γρήγορα γνωρίζουμε την μεγάλη αγάπη του Θεού γιά τα πλάσματά Του που 
την εκδηλώνει με τον Υιόν Του. Ο Θεός μας αγαπά τόσο πολύ που δε δυστάζει να στήλει 
τον αγαπητόν Του Υιόν γιά να μας δίξει νέο τρόπο ζωής. Τη Γέννηση του Χριστού την 
εορτάζουμε με μεγάλη χαρά, διότι μας χάρισε την αιώνιο ζωή. 
 
Το γεγονός ότι ο Θεός έγινε άνθρωπος και μπήκε μέσα στην ιστορία το παρουσιάζει τόσο 
ζωντανά και χτυπητά η εικόνα της Γέννησις. Τυλιγμένος στα βρεφόπανα μέσα στη φάτνη 
βλέπουμε το νεογέννητο Χριστό. Ολες οι λεπτομέριες της εικόνας προδίδουν μιά 
πραγματικότητα, ότι ο Κύριος είναι μεθ’ ημών. Η εικόνα της ενσάρκωσης του Κυρίου μας 
καλεί να δοξολογήσουμε και υμνολογήσουμε τη Γέννηση του Χριστού. 
 
Η Εικονογραφία και Υμνηνολογία της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας μας, μας διδάσκει ένα πολύ 
σπουδαίο μάθημα, αυτό που έχει να κάνει με τη Χριστιανική προσφορά, ο παρακάτο ύμνος 
από τον εσπερινό της Παραμονής των Χριστουγέννων μας που μας προσκαλεί να δώσουμε 
προσοχή στά δώρα που προσφέρουμε στον εορτασμό της Γέννησης του Σωτήρος Χριστού. 
 

‘ Τι να σου προσφέρουμε, Χριστέ τώρα που ήρθες στη γη ως άνθρωπος γιά μάς; 
Το κάθε ένα από τα κτίσματα που εσύ έπλασες, σου προσφέρη ευχαριστεία, οι 
Αγγελοι τον ύμνο, οι ουρανοί το αστέρι, οι μάγοι τα δώρα, οι ποιμένες το θαύμα,  
η γή τη σπηλιά, η έρημος τη φάτνη, εμείς δε – τη μητέρα Παρθένο.’ 

 
Ολη η κτίση έχει αναγνωρίση τη Γέννηση του Σωτήρος όλης της ανθρωπότητας με τις 
προσφορές της. Καί μείς αγαπητοί μου αδελφοί, θα πρέπει να προσφέρομε Σαυτόν που 
Γεννήθηκε γιά χάρη μας το δώρο μας στην Εκκλησία Του τούτες τις Αγιες Μέρες για να τον 
δοξολογήσουμε και να ομολογήσουμε με ευχάριστη και ευγνώμονα καρδιά το  ‘Χριστός 
γεννάται , δόξάσατε, ....’ 
 
Κλείνωντας παρακαλούμε δεχτήτε ολόθερμες ευχές για τις Αγιες Ημέρες της Γέννησις του 
Χριστού και τα Θεοφάνεια. Αυτός πού γεννήθηκε απο την Παρθένο, ο Κύριος και Λυτρωτής 
μας Χριστός να σας χαρίζει υγεία και κάθε ευλογία. Το δε Νέο Ετος, 2015 αίσιο, ευτυχές και 
ευλογημένο με κάθε αγαθό. 
 
Με αγάπη του αναμενομένου Σαρκωθέντος Χριστού, 

  π. Γεώργιος Η. Οικονόμου, Πρωτοπρεσβύτερος 
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FEAST  DAY  OF  ST  SPYRIDON ,  OUR  PATRON  SAINT  

This year we are honored that His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios will be with us on 
Sunday, December 14th, to celebrate the Liturgy for the Feast Day of our beloved patron 
saint, St Spyridon.  Please mark your calendars and make every effort to attend this beautiful 
celebration of our parish feast. 

St Spyridon—

December 12th 
Spyridon, the God-bearing Father of the Church, the great defender of Corfu and the boast 
of all the Orthodox, had Cyprus as his homeland. He was simple in manner and humble of 
heart, and was a shepherd of sheep. When he was joined to a wife, he begat of her a 
daughter whom they named Irene. After his wife's departure from this life, he was appointed 
Bishop of Trimythus, and thus he became also a shepherd of rational sheep. When the First 
Ecumenical Council was assembled in Nicaea, he also was present, and by means of his 
most simple words stopped the mouths of the Arians who were wise in their own conceit. 
By the divine grace which dwelt in him, he wrought such great wonders that he received the 
surname 'Wonderworker." So it is that, having tended his flock piously and in a manner 
pleasing to God, he reposed in the Lord about the year 350, leaving to his country his sacred 
relics as a consolation and source of healing for the faithful. 
 
Apolytikion in the First Tone 
O Father, God-bearer, Spyridon, you were proven a champion and Wonder Worker of the 
First Ecumenical Council. You spoke to the girl in the grave and turned the serpent to gold. 
And, when chanting your prayers, most sacred One, angels ministered with you. Glory to 
Him who glorified you; glory to Him who crowned you; glory to Him who, through you, 
works healing for all. 

Celebration of the Feast Day of St Spyridon  

Thursday December 11th 
Great Vespers at 7pm with reception by the ladies of the Philoptochos. 

Friday December 12th 
Orthros at 9am, Divine Liturgy of St Spyridon at 10am 

Sunday, December 14th 
Celebration of Liturgy with His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios 
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SOUP  KITCHEN  NEWS  

Dear  Friends, 

Please call or email Sofi Cofield to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this month 
it is on Monday, December 8th—  (401 847 8593 / sofikip@aol.com ) 

Thank you for your help in our Ministry, 

St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team 
Rose Apostal, Sofi Cofield , Penny Hiotas, and Jane Iandolo 

IN  OUR  PARISH  

Baptism 
On October 26, 2014, the daughter of Brett and Marianne Pyliotis-Fox, was baptized and 
given the name Penelope Mary.  Penelope's Godmother is Valerie St. Peter.  Proud 
grandparents are Anthony and Poppy Pyliotis. Congratulations to all! 

2015 HELLENIC  FESTIVAL  MEETING  

On December 9th we will be holding our second Hellenic Festival meeting at 6:30 in the 
community center. Pizza and refreshments will be served.  Thank you to those that have 
come forward to help chair the specific aspects of this event but we are still looking for a 
few more.  We all know that this is the one of the biggest events that our church is 
hosting to celebrate the 100 years.  Please do not be left out in the planning. 
 
Thanks again see you on Sunday 
Greg 

CHRISTMAS  DECORATION  DONATIONS  

We kindly request that if you are able to make a donation towards the poinsettias and other 
Christmas decorations for the church this year, please contact the church office.  Thank you 
for your generosity.  May we all enjoy a blessed Christmas season! 
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PHILOPTOCHOS  NEWS  

Philoptochos will be sponsoring the coffee hour following  the St. Spyridon Vespers 
service on December 11. 

Reminder that dues ($25.00) may be sent to: 
Ionna Bairos Moreau 
PO Box 340 
Portsmouth,RI. 

Also, please let us know of members in our community that could use a breath of 
sunshine by contacting Loula Eliopoulos at 847-7746. 

Philoptochos wishes the community a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 
New Year. 

CHURCH  CHRISTMAS  CARD  

We will again be printing a Community Christmas Card as a small fundraiser for our 
parish. The cost to have your name printed in the card will be $15 per line.  Please use the 
form below and send it to the Church office as soon as possible. The deadline is 
December 7th. We would appreciate any extra donations toward the poinsettias that we 
use to decorate the church for the Christmas season.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD DONATION 

NAME (please print) _____________________________________________________ 

Amount $___________________ 

Telephone number ___________________________________ 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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PARISH  COUNCIL  NEWS  

Well, the end of the year is upon us.  By now we will have had our Fall General Assembly 
and hopefully approved the painting of the outside of the church. 
 
We only have a few short weeks left before this year comes to a close and I urge each and 
every one of us to review our financial giving to the church for 2014 and, where necessary, 
send in a generous pledge.  Remember, we had NO FESTIVAL to fall back on and as of 
now, we are projecting an operating deficit of nearly $30,000, the vast majority of which is 
made up of a shortage in Stewardship giving.  So, why not consider making an additional 
gift to the Church ‘in lieu of the festival’. 
 
Over 30% of our church expenses are associated solely with building maintenance, repairs, 
taxes, insurance, heat, electricity and other utilities.  The maintenance and operation of the 
church is EVERYONE’s responsibility and for this Church to exist, we need to be able to 
support ourselves.  Consider how we need our Church.  Is our Church a place to educate 
our children?  If so, are our Stewardship gifts in keeping with this most precious task?  Or 
do we give the Church our psihoula (crumbs)?  Is our Church a place for Christian 
fellowship with one another?  If so, are our Stewardship gifts in keeping with this valuable 
treasure?  And ultimately, is our Church a place of worship of our God?  If so, give! 
 
Next year begins our Centennial year, with many opportunities for prayer, celebration and 
fellowship.  Let’s make it a great year! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Zoe Adamedes 
Parish Council President 
274-1316/zadamedes@yahoo.com 

EMAIL  ADDRESS?  

If you would like to be on the church’s email list, please send a message to 
saintspyridonchurchnewport@gmail.com, or drop the church a note.  Your address will be 
added to the list. 

mailto:saintspyridonchurchnewport@gmail.com
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WE  ARE  ALL  INVITED  

Christmas is a time of sharing; it is a time, therefore, when many invitations are offered and 
accepted to visit with friends, and enjoy the hospitality of the season. But in the hustle and 
frenzy of this time of year, I fear that one invitation, offered on the first Christmas Day so 
long ago, and repeated each year thereafter, goes largely ignored. It is the invitation offered 
by the angels to the shepherds -- the invitation to go and see the Babe. The shepherds 
accepted, saying, "Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord has made known to us." (Luke 2:15). 
 
We all have much to learn from the shepherds` response to the invitation of the angels; "Let 
US now go," they said. Each one of us begins the journey to the Manger of Bethlehem after 
a personal decision; each must decide for himself. "Let us NOW go," they said. The 
shepherds wasted no time, for as the next verse says, "they came with haste." Time passes 
so quickly that they understood that this was the moment to decide. Now is the time, this is 
the year, to make certain that Christmas will be for us eternally significant. "Let us now 
GO," they said. It was an invitation to act, to do that which was needed. They understood 
that to do nothing was to risk loosing forever the opportunity of accepting the Divine 
invitation. 
 
It does not matter who we are or how we accept that invitation. The poor shepherds came at 
a moment`s notice, the rich wise men after a long and deliberate journey. All accepted, and 
all were welcome. All then left "glorifying God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen." Will you share their experience? Will you also finally come to adore Christ the Lord 
this Christmas Day?  

CHURCH  PARKING  LOT  

Once again we remind all parishioners that no one should park at the Brewer Street 
gate of the parking lot on Sunday mornings.  That space should only be used during 
the time that there is a parking attendant at the entrance to the lot and the chain is up. On 
Sunday mornings, the chain is down and that space should remain open for Fire 
Department access.  Please remember to keep that space open.  Thank you. 



PAGE 10 THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE 

DECEMBER 2014 Sunday Regular Hours

SUN MON TUE WED THU

    His Eminence 

Metrop.  Methodios 

will be at our Parish 

for its Feast Day 

Sunday Dec. 14th. 

1.Nahum the Prophet 

Philaret the Merciful 

of Amnia 

2.Habakkuk Prophet 

   Cyril of Phileus 

 

     Office Hours 

7:00 Parish Council 

3.Zephaniah,Prophet 

John,Bish.,Hesychast 

4.Barbara Gr. Martyr

   John of Damascus

 

   Office Hours

7.  10th. Luke 

St.Ambrose ofMilan 

Orthros.  9:00 a.m. 

Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m. 

Sun.Sch/Fellowship 

8.Forefeast Concept- 

ion of Theotokos 

Patapios of Thebes 

 

     Soup Kitchen 

 9.Conception of Theo 

tokos.Hanna prophet 

        

     Office Hours. 

10. Menas, 

Hermogenes, 

Eugraphios. Thomas of 

Bithynia 

11. Daniel the Stylite    

7:00 p.m. Gr.Vespers

of Saint  Spyridon

Reception the ladies

of our Philoptohos

14. 11th. Luke  

Metrop. Methodios 

Pastoral visit to us. 

Orthros.9:00 a.m. 

Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m. 

15.Eleutherios Bishop      

     of Illyria.  

Susannah Deconess 

 

16.Haggai theProphet 

Modestosof Jerusalem 

     Visit Shut-ins 

      Office Hours 

17.Daniel,ThreeHoly 

Youths. St. Dionysios  

    

18.Sebastian &Comp. 

Michael Confessor 

     Visit Shut

       Office Hours.

 

21. Before Nativity 

Orthros.  9:00 a.m. 

Div.Lit. 10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Program 

Sun.Sch. / Grk Sch. 

22.Anastasia Gr.Mart 

Chrysogonos Martyr 

23.Ten Martyrs Crete 

     Concecration of   

       Hagia Sophia 

    Office Hours 

24.ChristmasEve.day 

9:00 a.m.Gr.Hours 

     Christmas Eve. 

5:30 p.m. Vesperal 

Div.Lit. of Christmas 

25. HOLY NATIVI

TY OF OUR LORD

CHRISTMAS DAY

Orthros. 9:00 a.m.

Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.

28 After Nativity 

20 K MrtNicomedea 

Orthros: 9:00 a.m. 

Div.Lit. 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship. 

29. 14.000 infanfts 

(Holy Innocents) 

Righteous Marcelus 

30. Anysia of Thessalo 

Niki.Gideon of Mount 

Athos 

.     

31. Apothosis of the 

Feast of Nativity. 

Melania of Rome,Mrt 

Fr. George will visit

Shut-ins. Dec.16

Please call the office

with names for visit.
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Upcoming Events 

December 2nd—Parish Council 
Meeting, 7pm 
 
December 6th—Daughters of 
Penelope Christmas dinner with 
Ahepans, 6pm, Atlantic Beach Club 
 
December 8th—Soup Kitchen 
 
December 11th—Philoptochos hosts 
reception for our church’s feast day 
 
December 14th—Metroplitan 
Methodios’ Pastoral Visit to our 
Parish, Hymn Presentation in church 
and Kalanta in the hall following 
Liturgy by Greek School children 
 
December 21st—Kalanta Presentation 
in church by Greek School and 
Christmas program by the Sunday 
School in hall following Liturgy 
 
Regular Events 

Religious Education—Sundays, 
immediately after Holy Communion  
 
Children’s Greek School—  
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. 
 
Adult Greek School— 
Mondays, 4-6 p.m. 

Sunday Regular Hours:  Orthros: 9 a.m.  Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m. 

THU FRI SAT. 

Barbara Gr. Martyr 

John of Damascus 

Office Hours 

 5 St..Savas Sanctified 

Diogenes the Martyr 

  

6. St. Nicholas  the 

     Wonderworker 

Orthros. 9:00 a.m. 

Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m. 

Daniel the Stylite     

7:00 p.m. Gr.Vespers 

of Saint  Spyridon 

Reception the ladies 

of our Philoptohos 

12. ST. SPYRIDON 

WONDERWORKER 

   Our Patron Saint  

Orthros. 9:00 a.m. 

Div. Lit. 10.00 a.m. 

13. Auxentios and 

Martyrs of Sebaste 

18.Sebastian &Comp. 

Michael Confessor  

Visit Shut-ins    

Office Hours. 

19.Boniface of Tours 

Gregentius of Ethiop 

   

20.Forefeast of Nativi- 

tyStIgnatiosGodBearer 

25. HOLY NATIVI 

TY OF OUR LORD 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Orthros. 9:00 a.m. 

Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m. 

26.Synaxis Theotokos 

  No fasting from  

Dec.25th – Jan. 4th 

  

.27.S t.S tephen  First 

Martyr.Theodore Conf 

Fr. George will visit 

ins. Dec.16-17. 

Please call the office 

with names for visit. 

.Fathers Emergency  

       Number. 

    1-401-474-7700 
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THE  T IME  OF  ADVENT 

On November 15th -Friday-Orthodox Christians throughout the world start the ‘Christmas 
Fast’. It is also called the ‘fast of St. Philip’ because it follows immediately the Feast of St. 
Philip we celebrated yesterday Thursday the 14th of this month. Like Great Lent, which pre 
cedes Easter, this fast also lasts forty days, but it does not involve the same liturgical 
restrictions and the same strictness in fasting as does Great Lent. 

The central idea of Advent is that it is the ‘coming’ of the Lord Jesus. One might perhaps 
feel that the term ‘coming’ is purely symbolic, for in fact Christ comes to us at all times, 
and even lives in us. Nevertheless, this approach and this presence of Christ, both of which 
are eternal, take on a special character at Advent-tide; they somehow acquire an ‘intensity’ 
a special grace of the ‘coming’ of the Lord is offered us. The Lord Jesus is already present 
to us; but the grace of Advent allows us a more vivid, and a new awareness of this 
presence. Jesus is near us and in us. All the same, he makes himself known to us, during 
this period, as ‘He who comes’, that is to say he makes himself known as wanting to be 
with us, and as if adapting us better to his intimacy. 

Each day of Advent, this ‘Come!’ fills us more and is said with greater power, so that it 
drives away those thoughts, images and passions which are incompatible with the coming 
of Christ. This ‘Come!’ purifies and enflames us. It should give our prayer a special 
meaning. 

In order to prepare ourselves to receive Jesus as King and Messiah during this Advent 
season we need to develop a discipline of fasting and prayer and an attitude of inner 
obedience. That is to say, may my own will no longer prevail, but let me rather be under to 
the one who is stronger than I, whom I recognize as Master and Lord.  

For us Orthodox Christians Advent is a time of waiting the light which will shine forth. The 
celebration of Jesus birth coincides with the victory of light over darkness in the physical 
world – from Christmas on, daylight lengthens. In the same way, our interior darkness will 
be dispelled by the coming of him who is Light of the world. 

In order to prepare for this victory of light we must, during this Holy Season, open 
ourselves more and more to the light ‘which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world’. We must examine ourselves under this inner light and let this light ‘which is in our 
deepest self’ guide our daily actions. It is important, my brothers and sisters that we live in 
an atmosphere of gentleness, of truth and sincerity as we approach this Holy Season of our 
Lord’s Nativity- His Birth. 
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REFLECTIONS ON CHRISTMAS  

Whether we read the newspaper, listen to radio, or watch the news on television, we are 
constantly exposed to violence. The litany of this violence is seemingly without end; 
assassinations, kidnappings, terrorist bombings, wars of conquest and liberation, the 
development of ever more sophisticated weapons of mass destruction, all have become 
a tragic part of our daily routine. When we add to this the ordinary violence that we 
have come to expect as unavoidable-robbery, child abuse, car thefts, and others, we 
begin to see how close we stand to the abyss. 
 
In this kind of world, it is very difficult to put proper perspective on the approaching 
Christmas event, the coming into this world of the “Prince of Peace” Himself, our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. This difficulty is compounded by the fact that we have 
allowed the essential lessons of our celebration to be trivialized by Christians and non-
Christians alike. It has become a crass “holiday” rather than the “holy day” it was 
meant to be. Tinsel and lights, reindeer and Santas, joy (in foil-wrapped bottles), toys 
and material gifts distract us from the reality of the mystery of Christ’s coming to bring 
us peace and reconciliation with God our Father, as well as with our fellow brothers and 
sisters. 
 
Try as we may, it is not easy to contemplate the true meaning of Christmas, nor to sense 
the magnitude of God’s love for us expressed in sending us His Son. To be able to put 
aside all other distractions, however, and to reflect upon the “good news” of Christ’s 
coming should be a great part of our Christmas preparations. Only then do we 
experience the peace Christ brings and the love He has for us all. 
 
It is then that we realize that we are called to be ambassadors of that message, sharing 
its peace and love with our brothers and sisters, both at Christmas time and throughout 
the New Year. By bringing Christ and His message to others in this way, we express 
our thanks to the Lord for His many gifts and especially for His coming to us in our 
own lives.  
 
Were we all to do this, the angel’s song “Peace on earth, good will toward men” would 
not be a slogan, but a living reality. 
 

A BLESSED AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS 
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THE  HOLY  INNOCENTS  

14,000 infants (Holy Innocents) slain by Herod in Bethlehem—
December 29 

Reading: 
The infant-slaying Herod mentioned here is the same one that 
ruled at the time of Christ's Nativity. In those days, certain 
Magi, who were wise and noble men, perhaps even kings, set 
forth from the East, and came to Jerusalem, seeking the King of 
the Jews, Who had been born; and they said that in the East, 
where their homeland was, an unusual and strange star had 
appeared two years before, which, according to an ancient 
oracle (Num 24:17), was to signify the birth of some great king 
of the Jews. "For we have seen His star in the east," they said, 
"and have come to worship Him" (Matt. 2:2). Hearing these 
things, Herod was troubled, and the whole city together with him. Then, having inquired and 
been informed by the high priests and scribes of the people that, according to the prophecies, 
Christ was to be born in Bethlehem, he sent the Magi thither and ordered them that, when they 
would find the Child, to inform him, so that he also - as he affirmed - might go and worship 
Him. But the Magi, after they had worshipped, departed by another way to their own country 
by a divine command. Then Herod was wroth and sent men to slay all the infants of 
Bethlehem and the parts round about, from two years old and under, thinking that with them 
he would also certainly slay the King Who had been born. But this vain man who fought 
against God was mocked, since Jesus the Child, with Mary His Mother, under the protection 
of Joseph the Betrothed, fled into Egypt at the command of an Angel. As for those innocent 
infants, they became the first Martyrs slain in behalf of Christ. But their blood-thirsty 
executioner, the persecutor of Christ, came down with dropsy after a short time, with his 
members rotting and being eaten by worms, and he ended his life in a most wretched manner. 

Apolytikion of Holy Innocents in the First Tone 
Be entreated, O Lord, by the sufferings endured for You by the Saints, and we pray You, heal 
all our pain. 

Kontakion of Holy Innocents in the Plagal of the Second Tone 
When the King was born in Bethlehem, the Magi arrived from the East with gifts guided by a 
Star on high, but Herod was troubled and mowed down the children like wheat; for he 
lamented that his power would soon be destroyed. 
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N ICHOLAS  THE  WONDERWORKER  

December 6 
 
Reading: 
This Saint lived during the reign of Saint Constantine the 
Great, and reposed in 330, As a young man, he desired to 
espouse the solitary life. He made a pilgrimage to the holy 
city Jerusalem, where he found a place to withdraw to 
devote himself to prayer. It was made known to him, 
however, that this was not the will of God for him, but that 
he should return to his homeland to be a cause of salvation 
for many. He returned to Myra, and was ordained bishop. 
He became known for his abundant mercy, providing for the 
poor and needy, and delivering those who had been unjustly 
accused. No less was he known for his zeal for the truth. He 
was present at the First Ecumenical Council of the 318 Fathers at Nicaea in 325; upon 
hearing the blasphemies that Arius brazenly uttered against the Son of God, Saint Nicholas 
struck him on the face. Since the canons of the Church forbid the clergy to strike any man 
at all, his fellow bishops were in perplexity what disciplinary action was to be taken 
against this hierarch whom all revered. In the night our Lord Jesus Christ and our Lady 
Theotokos appeared to certain of the bishops, informing them that no action was to be 
taken against him, since he had acted not out of passion, but extreme love and piety. The 
Dismissal Hymn for holy hierarchs, The truth of things hath revealed thee to thy flock ... 
was written originally for Saint Nicholas. He is the patron of all travellers, and of sea-
farers in particular; he is one of the best known and best loved Saints of all time. 
 
Apolytikion of Nicholas the Wonderworker in the Fourth Tone 
A model of faith and the image of gentleness, the example of your life has shown you 
forth to your sheep-fold to be a master of temperance. You obtained thus through being 
lowly, gifts from on high, and riches through poverty. Nicholas, our father and priest of 
priests, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls. 
 
Kontakion of Nicholas the Wonderworker in the Third Tone 
Saintly One, (St. Nicholas) in Myra you proved yourself a priest; for in fulfilling the 
Gospel of Christ, venerable One, you laid down your life for your people and saved the 
innocent from death. For this you were sanctified as One learned in divine grace. 
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RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  NEWS  

Dear families, 

    Thank you to all for the donations of food items, paper products, and gift cards.  We were 
able to fill a whole basket and some food left over!  Amazing!   Everything was dropped off 
at Child and Family services just before Thanksgiving for a family to enjoy! 

     In December, look for the ornaments on which items will be listed.  Our church is hosting 
a family through Child and Family services.  Each ornament will list an item to be brought in, 
wrapped, and labeled.    Please put all gifts under the tree, but gift cards can be given directly 
to Marianne Menas.  All items should be brought to church no later than December 21st.   

       The pageant and lines were passed out on Sunday to the children.  Please have them 
practice the lines at home and the songs.  We started on Sunday practicing and will do so 
until the pageant is here. Our pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st this year in the 
church hall. Please come by and see the children performing that day! 

Sunday School staff 

NEWPORT  HELLENIC  DANCERS  

The Newport Hellenic Dancers participated in the Fall Harvest Festival .  The children learned 
several new dances, as well as the traditions surrounding harvest time and how Greeks from 
ancient times to now celebrate with songs and dances. The 30 minute show was wonderful.  
Well done and congratulations to our dancers for their hard work (as well as to the parents for 
bringing them).  A special thanks to Sarah Brown for organizing this event.   If you want to see 
them in action look for them in YouTube (search using Newport Hellenic Dancers) for current 
and past videos. 

In the New Year we will be opening the group to new members.  This is great time to join since 
we will be learning some fun new dances.  We will preparing for upcoming events including 
our annual Pre-Lenten Glendi, Greek Independence Day celebrations and of course our annual 
festival and the 100 year celebration for our church.   This is a special year, so now is the time 
to join us when we start again in January. 

In December we will be holding our 10th annual pastry sale event. Please see flyer on the next 
page.  All proceeds go to supporting our community dance group.    Please consider giving box 
of pastries as gifts to your friends, or your children’s teachers, coaches, … 

For more information contact: Sandy Giannopoulos, (401) 667-2984   (xanthoula@verizon.net) 
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St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church 
Newport Hellenic Dancers  

10th Annual Holiday Greek Pastry Sale 2014 
 
!ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǇƻǊǘ IŜƭƭŜƴƛŎ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎ 
 
Enjoy traditional homemade Greek pastries in attractive holiday 

packaging.  Perfect for your home and for gift giving. 

 

Mixed Boxes with all your favorites 

$12.00 Each 

 

Limited quantities will be sold after the 

St. Spyridon Celebration Liturgy 

Friday December 12th 

in the church hall. 

 

For more information contact 
Sandy Giannopoulos at (401) 667-2984 or xanthoula@verizon.net 
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ROAD  TRIP!  

 Celebrations can take many forms, one form being a gathering and fellowship.  In 
2015, the 100th anniversary of the founding of our St. Spyridon church, we are taking the 
celebration on the road. 

 The AHEPA invites everyone in the community on a road trip to the Russian Icon 
Museum in Clinton, Massachusetts on Saturday, March 14.  The Viking Motor Coach 
will pick up and drop off at the front parking lot of Gaudet Middle School in 
Middletown.  The front parking lot is the lot accessed from Aquidneck Avenue.  We 
have a permit to use that particular parking lot on that day.  

 Departure time will be 9 AM and return time is estimated to be 5 PM.   

 In addition to a guided tour of the regular museum, guests will also be able to enjoy 
the special exhibit on Ethiopian icons scheduled for that period of time. 

 Also, we have heard good things about a middle-eastern restaurant which is about a 
300 yard walk from the museum.  There is also a small café inside of the museum that 
offers self-serve refreshments. 

 Please be aware that there are no crafts activities for children at this museum. 

 For more information, go to museumofrussianicons.org/en/ 

 There is no charge for either the bus ride or the museum entrance fee.  First come, 
first served.  The motor coach holds 54 passengers.  If you are interested, please see 
Michael Sisak or email him at sisak@naps.edu. 
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DAUGHTERS  OF  PENELOPE  NEWS  

The Daughters of Penelope will be having their annual Christmas Dinner on Saturday, 
December 6th, 6 pm, at the Atlantic Beach Club.  It is open to our AHEPANS and all 
guests also.  Sisters Valerie St. Peter and Marianne Fox are co-chairman and will be 
sending information to all of us very soon. 

Wishing everyone a Very Merry Christmas. 

Penelope Hiotas 
President 

GREEK  SCHOOL  NEWS  

The Greek School has a full schedule of events planned for December.  Below are the dates 
for the various events.  Please mark your calendars! 

December (Δεκέμβριος): 

¶ Wednesday, December 10 from 5pm to 6pm - St. Spyridon Hymn and Christmas 
Kalanta Rehearsal (followed by a Greek School Family Pasta Dinner). 

¶ Sunday, December 14 - St. Spyridon Hymn Presentation (in Church - all Greek School 
students except Pre-K) 

¶ Sunday,  December 14 - Children’s Kalanta Presentation (in Church or Hall per 
Metropolitan Methodios' wishes) 

¶ Sunday, December 21 - Traditional Kalanta Presentation (in Church with Choir) 

Please note there will be no classes during Christmas School Break (12/24 through 1/1) 

We are all looking forward to hearing the children's joyful and beautiful voices in our 
church this Christmas season! 

 

  Wishing you a blessed  
          Christmas 
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In loving memory of 
 

Gredo Vincent Volpicelli 

In loving memory of 
 

Constantine Hologgitas 

NIKOLAS PIZZA 
38 Memorial Blvd West 

Newport 
849-6611 

Compliments of the 

ATLANTIC 
BEACH CLUB 

53 Purgatory Road 
Middletown 

847-2750 

Compliments of 

Island of Skiathos 
Organization 

Established 1967 

 

All American 
Foods, Inc. 

Order of AHEPA 
Maud Howe Elliott 

Chapter  245 
 

Daughters of Penelope 
Ares Chapter 49 

Aquidneck Pizza 
Breakfast ¶ Lunch ¶ Dinner 

27 Aquidneck Avenue 
Middletown 

Take out orders: 849-3356 
Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am 

In loving memory of 
 

Estelle Parkos Antonio 

A-1 Pizza 
306 Broadway 

Newport 
Free Delivery 

849-2213 

 
Floôs Drive-In 

Portsmouth 
Floôs Clam Shack 

Middletown 
Voted Best in Rhode Island! 

Steve H. Jennings 
Advanced Planning Associates 
Advanced Tax & College Planning 
Retirement & Asset Protection 

401.247.9882 
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com 
www.advancedri.com 

Melôs Cafenio 
25 Broadway 

Newport  

849-6420 

In loving memory of 
 

Stelios and Frangoula 
Christopher 

CODDINGTON 
BREWING COMPANY 
210 Coddington Highway 

Middletown 
847-6690 

Rheaôs Bed & Breakfast 
Accommodations with 

jacuzziôs available! 

120 West Main Road 
Middletown 
841-5560 

The Mainstay Inn 

151 Admiral Kalbfus Road 

Newport 

849-9880 

 
In loving memory of 

 
Anthony & Dorothea 

Rozes 


