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S A IN T S PY R ID O N G R E E K O RT H O D OX
www.stspyridonchurch.org
Reverend Dr. George E. Economou
frgeorge@stspyridonchurch.org

C H U RC H

Office Hours
Priest: Tuesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. —1 p.m. ; For emergencies, call (401) 474-7700 (cell)
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: George Spiratos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Nicholas Gvosdev
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Dr. James Rozes
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Theodore Panoutsopoulos
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Sofi Cofield, Rose Apostal,
and Jane Iandolo

SERVICE

Greek School:
Eleni Anagnostopoulos
Loula Eliopoulos
Thanasi Stefanopoulos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
VOICE: Aliki Cooper
(alikicooper@yahoo.com)

Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Ellen Anagnostos
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TI M E S

Sunday Winter Hours

Orthros 9:00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Vespers—7 p.m.*
Orthros—9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy—10 a.m.
*

Note: Holy Confession is available by appointment.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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T H E PA S TO R ’ S D E S K

Christmas 2015—The Greatest Gift
Dear Parishioners, Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
December 25, Christmas Day, is the Feast day that rejoices in the greatest gift offered to
humankind - God humbles Himself and takes on flesh, it is the Incarnation of the Son of
God, so that you and I may be saved. In commemoration of this day, we exchange gifts
with one another.
Contemplating the icon of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ we realize the
great love that God offers to His people through His Son. God loves us so much that He
sent His Son to show us a new way of life. The Birth of Christ is a celebration of joy, for
we have been granted eternal life.
The truth that God became man and entered into history is seen in the icon of the Nativity.
Wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger is the Christ Child. All the details of
the icon relate to the Lord’s presence among us. The icon of the Nativity calls us to praise
and glorify the Birth of Christ.
The Iconography and Hymnology of our Orthodox Church teach us wonderful lessons
about Christian giving. The following hymn, taken from the Vespers of the Nativity,
invites us to recognize the offerings made in celebration of the Nativity of our Lord and
savior Jesus Christ. We sing:
“What shall we bring to You, O Christ, Who, for our sake, was born on earth as man?
Every creature brings thanks to You: Angels their songs; the heavens a star; Wise
Men gifts; Shepherds amazement; the earth a cave; the wilderness a manger; but we the Virgin Mother.”
All creation has acknowledged the Birth of the Redeemer of humankind through the act of
Stewardship. We, too, must offer to Him Who was Born for our sake our gift in the
enclosed Christmas offering envelope to His Church this Holy Season so that we may
truly glorify and confess with a thankful and joyous heart that: Christ is Born !
In closing, please accept our very best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy, Joyous and Prosperous New year 2016.
With Agape in the anticipated Incarnate Lord,
Fr. George E. Economou
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ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥΓΕΝΝΑ 2015—ΤΟ ΜΕΓΑΛΥΤΕΡΟ ΔΩΡΟ
Αγαπητοί μας ενορίτες, αδελφοί εν Χριστώ,
Δεκέμβρη 25, Χριστούγεννα, ημέρα χαρμόσυνος: που η ανθρωπότητα εορτάζει το
μεγαλύτερ δώρο που τις προσφέρθηκε – ο Θεός ταπεινώνετε και σαρκώνετε. Ο Υιός τού
Θεού σαρκώνετε διά να σώση τον άνθρωπο. Την ημέρα αυτή την εορτάζουμε με το να
προσφέρουμε δώρα ο ένας στόν άλλο.
Σάν ατενίζουμε την εικόνα της Γέννησις του Κυρίου ημών και Σωτήρος Χριστού με
προσοχή πολύ γρήγορα γνωρίζουμε την μεγάλη αγάπη του Θεού γιά τα πλάσματά Του που
την εκδηλώνει με τον Υιόν Του. Ο Θεός μας αγαπά τόσο πολύ που δε δυστάζει να στήλει
τον αγαπητόν Του Υιόν γιά να μας δίξει νέο τρόπο ζωής. Τη Γέννηση του Χριστού την
εορτάζουμε με μεγάλη χαρά, διότι μας χάρισε την αιώνιο ζωή.
Το γεγονός ότι ο Θεός έγινε άνθρωπος και μπήκε μέσα στην ιστορία το παρουσιάζει τόσο
ζωντανά και χτυπητά η εικόνα της Γέννησις. Τυλιγμένος στα βρεφόπανα μέσα στη φάτνη
βλέπουμε το νεογέννητο Χριστό. Ολες οι λεπτομέριες της εικόνας προδίδουν μιά
πραγματικότητα, ότι ο Κύριος είναι μεθ’ ημών. Η εικόνα της ενσάρκωσης του Κυρίου μας
καλεί να δοξολογήσουμε και υμνολογήσουμε τη Γέννηση του Χριστού.
Η Εικονογραφία και Υμνηνολογία της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας μας, μας διδάσκει ένα πολύ
σπουδαίο μάθημα, αυτό που έχει να κάνει με τη Χριστιανική προσφορά, ο παρακάτο ύμνος
από τον εσπερινό της Παραμονής των Χριστουγέννων μας που μας προσκαλεί να δώσουμε
προσοχή στά δώρα που προσφέρουμε στον εορτασμό της Γέννησης του Σωτήρος Χριστού.
‘ Τι να σου προσφέρουμε, Χριστέ τώρα που ήρθες στη γη ως άνθρωπος γιά μάς;
Το κάθε ένα από τα κτίσματα που εσύ έπλασες, σου προσφέρη ευχαριστεία, οι
Αγγελοι τον ύμνο, οι ουρανοί το αστέρι, οι μάγοι τα δώρα, οι ποιμένες το θαύμα,
η γή τη σπηλιά, η έρημος τη φάτνη, εμείς δε – τη μητέρα Παρθένο.’
Ολη η κτίση έχει αναγνωρίση τη Γέννηση του Σωτήρος όλης της ανθρωπότητας με τις
προσφορές της. Καί μείς αγαπητοί μου αδελφοί, θα πρέπει να προσφέρομε Σαυτόν που
Γεννήθηκε γιά χάρη μας το δώρο μας στην Εκκλησία Του τούτες τις Αγιες Μέρες για να τον
δοξολογήσουμε και να ομολογήσουμε με ευχάριστη και ευγνώμονα καρδιά το ‘Χριστός
γεννάται , δόξάσατε, ....’
Κλείνωντας παρακαλούμε δεχτήτε ολόθερμες ευχές για τις Αγιες Ημέρες της Γέννησις του
Χριστού και τα Θεοφάνεια. Αυτός πού γεννήθηκε απο την Παρθένο, ο Κύριος και Λυτρωτής
μας Χριστός να σας χαρίζει υγεία και κάθε ευλογία. Το δε Νέο Ετος, 2016 αίσιο, ευτυχές και
ευλογημένο με κάθε αγαθό.
Με αγάπη του αναμενομένου Σαρκωθέντος Χριστού,
π. Γεώργιος Η. Οικονόμου, Πρωτοπρεσβύτερος
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DAY O F S T

S PY R ID O N ,

O U R PAT RO N S A IN T

This year we are honored that His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios will be with us on
Sunday, December 13th, to celebrate the Liturgy for the Feast Day of our beloved patron
saint, St Spyridon. Please mark your calendars and make every effort to attend this beautiful
celebration of our parish feast.

Celebration of the Feast Day of St Spyridon
Friday December 11th
Great Vespers at 7pm with reception by the ladies of the
Philoptochos.

Saturday December 12th
Orthros at 9am, Divine Liturgy of St Spyridon at 10am

St Spyridon—December 12th
Spyridon, the God-bearing Father of the Church, the great defender of Corfu and the boast
of all the Orthodox, had Cyprus as his homeland. He was simple in manner and humble of
heart, and was a shepherd of sheep. When he was joined to a wife, he begat of her a
daughter whom they named Irene. After his wife's departure from this life, he was appointed
Bishop of Trimythus, and thus he became also a shepherd of rational sheep. When the First
Ecumenical Council was assembled in Nicaea, he also was present, and by means of his
most simple words stopped the mouths of the Arians who were wise in their own conceit.
By the divine grace which dwelt in him, he wrought such great wonders that he received the
surname 'Wonderworker." So it is that, having tended his flock piously and in a manner
pleasing to God, he reposed in the Lord about the year 350, leaving to his country his sacred
relics as a consolation and source of healing for the faithful.
Apolytikion in the First Tone
O Father, God-bearer, Spyridon, you were proven a champion and Wonder Worker of the
First Ecumenical Council. You spoke to the girl in the grave and turned the serpent to gold.
And, when chanting your prayers, most sacred One, angels ministered with you. Glory to
Him who glorified you; glory to Him who crowned you; glory to Him who, through you,
works healing for all.
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O U R PA R IS H

Deaths
Mary Lewis Spaminato fell asleep in the Lord on October 23, 2015 in Pinellas Park,
Florida. Mary was a Newport native and always spent her summers in Newport. She is
survived by her husband Joseph Spampinato and several stepchildren. She was interred in
Island Cemetery. May her memory be eternal.
Mary K. Champion fell asleep in the Lord on October 29, 2015. She is survived by her
brother-in-law Paul Pappas, her niece, Paula Pappas Borbochina both of Manchester, NH
and her nephews, James and Ernest Pappas. Mary is interred at Union Cemetery in
Portsmouth. May her memory be eternal.
Anthony E. Lascaris fell asleep in the Lord on October 29, 2015 in Pennsylvania. A
resident of Greece, Anthony is survived by his wife, Despina of Greece, his sisters, Esther
Viveiros of Newport and Bessie Hampilos of Lancaster, PA., niece and nephews. He was
interred at Middletown Cemetery. May his memory be eternal.

P H ILO PTO C H O S

NEWS

The Philoptochos ladies thank the community for their generous donations for the Turkey
Basket. Demetiri Moisiades was the lucky winner and we congratulate him.
The Philoptochos will host the reception following the Vespers Service on December 11th.
Hope you will be able to attend.
This year's Vasiloptita celebration will be held on January 10th. We will be reaching out for
donations shortly after the New Year.
A reminder as always, dues are $25.00 and can be sent to Ionna Bairos Moreau at 25
Seafare Lane, Portsmouth, RI 02871. Also, if any member of our community could use a
breath of sunshine because of illness or other difficult circumstances, please contact Loula
Eliopoulos at 847-7746.
Happy, Healthy, and Blessed Holidays!
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PO RT R A IT S F O R C E N T E N N IA L A L BU M

There are two new dates scheduled to complete the picture taking process:
Sunday, December 6, 2015 and Saturday, December 12, 2015
Both days will be at the Atlantic Beach Club and will run from 12:30 to 3:30.
We thank Peter Mellekas for generously donating his time and talent for this project.
If you haven't had your picture taken and would like to, or if you would like to have it retaken,
you may select a time with our "Sign Up Genius" account using the link below:
http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E094DADA62CA7FD0-centennial/26273891
You may also call Loula Eliopoulos at 847-7746, to schedule you slot.
A reminder about the pictures to be used in the album:
1. You may use the one that was taken by Lifetouch.
2. You may use the one to be taken by Peter Mellekas.
3. You may submit your own.
Please feel free to email us at: CentennialAlbumCommittee@gmail.com, to submit your
own photograph, to coordinate allowing us to scan any historical photos you may have, and to
email us with any questions or comments you have.
We are eager to compile and preserve any historical pictures you have for use in our
album. We have a portable scanner and would be happy to come to you to scan your pictures
if that is the best option for you. To make any arrangements, please email us.
Thanks so much and we look forward to hearing from you.
Aliki, Despina, Loula, Dino & Janet

C H R IS T M A S

D E C O R AT IO N D O NAT IO N S

We kindly request that if you are able to make a donation towards the poinsettias and other
Christmas decorations for the church this year, please contact the church office. Thank you
for your generosity. May we all enjoy a blessed Christmas season!
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SUN

MON

His Eminence
Metrop. Methodios
will be at our Parish
for its Feast Day
Sunday Dec. 13th.

General Assembly
Sunday Dec. 6th after
Divine Liturgy

6. 10th. Luke
St.Nicholas of Myra
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.
Sun.Sch/Fellowship

TUE

Sunday Winter Hours: O

WED

THU

1.Nahum the Prophet
Philaret the Merciful
of Amnia
Office Hours
7:00 Parish Council

2. Habakkuk Prophet
Cyril of Phileus

7. Ambrose Bishop of
Milan.Athenodoros of
Mesopotamia
Soup Kitchen

8. Forefeast Conception of Theotokos
Patapios of Thebes
Office Hours.

9. Conception of Theo
tokos.Hanna prophet

10. Menas, Hermoge
nes,Eugraphios.Thomas of Bithynia
Office Hours

1
7
o
R
o

13. 11th. Luke
Metrop. Methodios
Pastoral visit to us.
Orthros.9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.

14. Thyrsos,Leucius
and Callinicos

15. Eleutherios Bishop
of Illyria.
Susannah Deconess
Visit Shut-ins
Office Hours

16. Haggai theProphet
Modestos of Jerusalm

17. Daniel,ThreeHoly
Youths. St. Dionysios

1
C
C

20. Before Nativity
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div.Lit. 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Program
Sun.Sch. / Grk Sch.

21. Forefeast of
Nativity. Juliana &600
Companions

22. Anastasia Gr.Mart
Chrysogonos Martyr

23. Ten Martyrs Crete
Concecration of
Hagia Sophia

24. Christmas Eve.
day
9:00 a.m.Gr.Hours
Christmas Eve.
5:30 p.m. Vesperal

2
T
C
O
D

4

27. After Nativity
St.Stephen 1st Mart
Theodore Confessor
Orthros: 9:00 a.m.
Div.Lit. 10:00 a.m.

28. 20 K Martyrs in
Nikomedia. Glykerios
Martyr

30. Anysia of
Thessaloniki. Gideon
of Mount Athos
.

31. Apothosis of the
Feast of Nativity.
Melania of Rome, Mrt
Office Hours

.F
S
P
w

Office Hours

Visit Shut-ins
Office Hours.

Office Hours

29. 14.000 infanfts
(Holy Innocents)
Righteous Marcelus
Office Hours

3. Zephaniah,Prophet
John,Bish.,Hesychast

DECEMBER 2015
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nday Winter Hours: Orthros: 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m.

THU

FRI

SAT.

3. Zephaniah,Prophet
John,Bish.,Hesychast

4. Barbara Gr. Martyr
John of Damascus

5 St..Savas Sanctified
Diogenes the Martyr

10. Menas, Hermoge
nes,Eugraphios.Thomas of Bithynia
Office Hours

11. Daniel the Stylite
7:00 p.m. Gr.Vespers
of Saint Spyridon
Reception the ladies
of our Philoptohos

12. ST. SPYRIDON
WONDERWORKER
Our Patron Saint
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10.00 a.m.

17. Daniel,ThreeHoly
Youths. St. Dionysios

18. Sebastian &
Comp. Michael
Confessor

19. Boniface of Tours
Gregentius of Ethiop

Office Hours

Visit Shut-ins
Office Hours.

Upcoming Events
December 1st—Parish Council Meeting,
7pm
December 6th and 12th—Family
portraits taken for Centennial Album
(see page 7)
December 11th—Philoptochos hosts
reception following Vespers on
December 11th for church’s feast day
December 13th—Daughters of Penelope
Christmas Party at ABC
December 14th—Soup Kitchen
December 13th—Metroplitan
Methodios’ Pastoral Visit to our Parish
December 20th—Christmas program by
Sunday School and Greek School
Regular Events

24. Christmas Eve.
day
9:00 a.m.Gr.Hours
Christmas Eve.
5:30 p.m. Vesperal

25. HOLY NATIVI
TY OF OUR LORD
CHRISTMAS DAY
Orthros. 9:00 a.m.
Div. Lit. 10:00 a.m.

26. Synaxis Theotokos
.No fasting from
Dec.25th – Jan. 4th

31. Apothosis of the
Feast of Nativity.
Melania of Rome, Mrt
Office Hours

.Fr. George will visit
Shut-ins. Dec.15&16.
Please call the office
with names for visit.

Fathers Emergency
Tel. 401-474-7700

Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m.
Adult Greek School—
Contact Basile Panoutsopoulos
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OF

A DV E N T

On November 15th -Friday-Orthodox Christians throughout the world start the ‘Christmas
Fast’. It is also called the ‘fast of St. Philip’ because it follows immediately the Feast of St.
Philip we celebrated yesterday Thursday the 14th of this month. Like Great Lent, which pre
cedes Easter, this fast also lasts forty days, but it does not involve the same liturgical
restrictions and the same strictness in fasting as does Great Lent.
The central idea of Advent is that it is the ‘coming’ of the Lord Jesus. One might perhaps
feel that the term ‘coming’ is purely symbolic, for in fact Christ comes to us at all times,
and even lives in us. Nevertheless, this approach and this presence of Christ, both of which
are eternal, take on a special character at Advent-tide; they somehow acquire an ‘intensity’
a special grace of the ‘coming’ of the Lord is offered us. The Lord Jesus is already present
to us; but the grace of Advent allows us a more vivid, and a new awareness of this
presence. Jesus is near us and in us. All the same, he makes himself known to us, during
this period, as ‘He who comes’, that is to say he makes himself known as wanting to be
with us, and as if adapting us better to his intimacy.
Each day of Advent, this ‘Come!’ fills us more and is said with greater power, so that it
drives away those thoughts, images and passions which are incompatible with the coming
of Christ. This ‘Come!’ purifies and enflames us. It should give our prayer a special
meaning.
In order to prepare ourselves to receive Jesus as King and Messiah during this Advent
season we need to develop a discipline of fasting and prayer and an attitude of inner
obedience. That is to say, may my own will no longer prevail, but let me rather be under to
the one who is stronger than I, whom I recognize as Master and Lord.
For us Orthodox Christians Advent is a time of waiting the light which will shine forth. The
celebration of Jesus birth coincides with the victory of light over darkness in the physical
world – from Christmas on, daylight lengthens. In the same way, our interior darkness will
be dispelled by the coming of him who is Light of the world.
In order to prepare for this victory of light we must, during this Holy Season, open
ourselves more and more to the light ‘which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world’. We must examine ourselves under this inner light and let this light ‘which is in our
deepest self’ guide our daily actions. It is important, my brothers and sisters that we live in
an atmosphere of gentleness, of truth and sincerity as we approach this Holy Season of our
Lord’s Nativity- His Birth.

DECEMBER 2015
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RE F L E CT I ON S O N CH RI S TM AS
Whether we read the newspaper, listen to radio, or watch the news on television, we are
constantly exposed to violence. The litany of this violence is seemingly without end;
assassinations, kidnappings, terrorist bombings, wars of conquest and liberation, the
development of ever more sophisticated weapons of mass destruction, all have become
a tragic part of our daily routine. When we add to this the ordinary violence that we
have come to expect as unavoidable-robbery, child abuse, car thefts, and others, we
begin to see how close we stand to the abyss.
In this kind of world, it is very difficult to put proper perspective on the approaching
Christmas event, the coming into this world of the “Prince of Peace” Himself, our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. This difficulty is compounded by the fact that we have
allowed the essential lessons of our celebration to be trivialized by Christians and nonChristians alike. It has become a crass “holiday” rather than the “holy day” it was
meant to be. Tinsel and lights, reindeer and Santas, joy (in foil-wrapped bottles), toys
and material gifts distract us from the reality of the mystery of Christ’s coming to bring
us peace and reconciliation with God our Father, as well as with our fellow brothers and
sisters.
Try as we may, it is not easy to contemplate the true meaning of Christmas, nor to sense
the magnitude of God’s love for us expressed in sending us His Son. To be able to put
aside all other distractions, however, and to reflect upon the “good news” of Christ’s
coming should be a great part of our Christmas preparations. Only then do we
experience the peace Christ brings and the love He has for us all.
It is then that we realize that we are called to be ambassadors of that message, sharing
its peace and love with our brothers and sisters, both at Christmas time and throughout
the New Year. By bringing Christ and His message to others in this way, we express
our thanks to the Lord for His many gifts and especially for His coming to us in our
own lives.
Were we all to do this, the angel’s song “Peace on earth, good will toward men” would
not be a slogan, but a living reality.
A BLESSED AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS
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C H IL D R E N ’ S

CORNER

St. Spyridon’s Life
by Isabel Petrou
St. Spyridon was born in 270 in Askia, Cyprus. He had one wife and one daughter. He
worked as a shepherd and he used all his possessions for the needs of his neighbors and the
homeless, for which the Lord rewarded him with a gift of wonderworking. He healed those
who were very sick, and cast out demons. After the death of his wife he was made Bishop
of Tremithus, Cyprus. As a bishop, the saint did not change his way of life, but combined
church services with deeds of charity. At a council, St. Spyridon displayed the unity of the
Holy Trinity in a remarkable way. What he did was, he took a brick in his hand and
squeezed it, at that instant fire shot up from it, water dripped on the ground and only dust
remained in the hands of the wonderworker.
His entire life is an example of amazing simplicity and the gift of wonderworking granted
him by God. St. Spyridon died in 348 in Tremithus, Cyprus. St. Spyridon lived his early life
in holiness and prayerfully dedicated his soul to the Lord. We commemorate him on
December 12. St. Spyridon and I have a connection, he was born in Cyprus and my dad was
born in Cyprus. I have even been to Cyprus. In Cyprus there are many people named after
St.Spyridon and so are many churches. Unfortunately, I haven’t been to many of them, but I
hope some day when I go back, to get a chance to visit more of them as well as his
birthplace. That was just a little bit about St.Spyridon’s remarkable life.

R E L IG I O U S

E D U C AT IO N N E W S

Dear Families,
Thank you to the congregation on helping to donate non perishable food items for our
Thanksgiving basket. A beautiful basket was donated with a gift card to Stop and Shop
(given by the children in Ms. Sandy's class). Now with Christmas approaching, our
congregation has a new family to sponsor. All items are listed on ornaments in the church
hall. Please pick up an ornament, wrap the gift, and place ornament back on the gift. All
gifts need to be in church by December 13th. The gifts will be delivered that week to
Child and Family Services. Thank you to all for donating!
Our annual Christmas pageant will be hosted on Sunday, December 20th in the church
hall. Feel free to stop in and see the children perform!
We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Sunday School staff
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K ITC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Sofi Cofield to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this month
it is on Monday, December 14th— (401 847 8593 / sofikip@aol.com )
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal, Sofi Cofield, and Jane Iandolo

WE

A R E A L L IN V IT E D

Christmas is a time of sharing; it is a time, therefore, when many invitations are offered and
accepted to visit with friends, and enjoy the hospitality of the season. But in the hustle and
frenzy of this time of year, I fear that one invitation, offered on the first Christmas Day so
long ago, and repeated each year thereafter, goes largely ignored. It is the invitation offered
by the angels to the shepherds -- the invitation to go and see the Babe. The shepherds
accepted, saying, "Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord has made known to us." (Luke 2:15).
We all have much to learn from the shepherds` response to the invitation of the angels; "Let
US now go," they said. Each one of us begins the journey to the Manger of Bethlehem after
a personal decision; each must decide for himself. "Let us NOW go," they said. The
shepherds wasted no time, for as the next verse says, "they came with haste." Time passes
so quickly that they understood that this was the moment to decide. Now is the time, this is
the year, to make certain that Christmas will be for us eternally significant. "Let us now
GO," they said. It was an invitation to act, to do that which was needed. They understood
that to do nothing was to risk loosing forever the opportunity of accepting the Divine
invitation.
It does not matter who we are or how we accept that invitation. The poor shepherds came at
a moment`s notice, the rich wise men after a long and deliberate journey. All accepted, and
all were welcome. All then left "glorifying God for all the things that they had heard and
seen." Will you share their experience? Will you also finally come to adore Christ the Lord
this Christmas Day?
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THE

W O N D E RWO R K E R

December 6
Reading:
This Saint lived during the reign of Saint Constantine the
Great, and reposed in 330, As a young man, he desired to
espouse the solitary life. He made a pilgrimage to the holy
city Jerusalem, where he found a place to withdraw to
devote himself to prayer. It was made known to him,
however, that this was not the will of God for him, but that
he should return to his homeland to be a cause of salvation
for many. He returned to Myra, and was ordained bishop.
He became known for his abundant mercy, providing for the
poor and needy, and delivering those who had been unjustly
accused. No less was he known for his zeal for the truth. He was present at the First
Ecumenical Council of the 318 Fathers at Nicaea in 325; upon hearing the blasphemies
that Arius brazenly uttered against the Son of God, Saint Nicholas struck him on the face.
Since the canons of the Church forbid the clergy to strike any man at all, his fellow
bishops were in perplexity what disciplinary action was to be taken against this hierarch
whom all revered. In the night our Lord Jesus Christ and our Lady Theotokos appeared to
certain of the bishops, informing them that no action was to be taken against him, since he
had acted not out of passion, but extreme love and piety. The Dismissal Hymn for holy
hierarchs, The truth of things hath revealed thee to thy flock ... was written originally for
Saint Nicholas. He is the patron of all travellers, and of sea-farers in particular; he is one of
the best known and best loved Saints of all time.
Apolytikion of Nicholas the Wonderworker in the Fourth Tone
A model of faith and the image of gentleness, the example of your life has shown you
forth to your sheep-fold to be a master of temperance. You obtained thus through being
lowly, gifts from on high, and riches through poverty. Nicholas, our father and priest of
priests, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.
Kontakion of Nicholas the Wonderworker in the Third Tone
Saintly One, (St. Nicholas) in Myra you proved yourself a priest; for in fulfilling the
Gospel of Christ, venerable One, you laid down your life for your people and saved the
innocent from death. For this you were sanctified as One learned in divine grace.

DECEMBER 2015

100TH
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A N N IV E R S A RY G A L A

Thank you to all who worked so hard to plan the 100th Anniversary Gala and to those
who attended and helped to celebrate this momentous occasion. It was a beautiful
evening of great food, fellowship and dancing and we all enjoyed celebrating our
beloved St Spyridon community!
DAU G H T E R S O F PE N E LO PE N E W S

The Daughters of Penelope Christmas Party will be held on Sunday, December 13 at the
Atlantic Beach Club. All Daughters, Ahepans and their guests are welcome. More details
and a flyer will be sent out shortly.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO ALL.
Ellen Anagnostos
President

Wishing you a blessed
Christmas

NOVEMBER 2015

In loving memory of
Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

In loving memory of
Constantine Hologgitas
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Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

NIKOLAS PIZZA

In loving memory of

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611

Estelle Parkos Antonio

Compliments of the

A-1 Pizza

ATLANTIC

BEACH CLUB

306 Broadway
Newport

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Established 1967

Steve H. Jennings

All American
Foods, Inc.

25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690

53 Purgatory Road
Middletown
847-2750

Island of Skiathos
Organization

Mel’s Cafenio

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com
www.advancedri.com

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880
In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

