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SAINT SPYRIDON GREEK
www.stspyridonchurch.org

O RT H O DOX C H U RC H

Reverend Dr. George E. Economou
frgeorge@stspyridonchurch.org
Office Hours
Priest: Tuesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. —1 p.m. ; For emergencies, call (401) 474-7700 (cell)
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: George Spiratos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Paul Cotsoridis
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Dr. James Rozes
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Theodore Panoutsopoulos
GOYA President: Missy Mellekas
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Sofi Cofield, Rose Apostal,
and Jane Iandolo
Greek School:
Eleni Anagnostopoulos
S ER V IC E

Loula Eliopoulos
Thanasi Stefanopoulos
Basile Panoutsopoulos
VOICE: Aliki Cooper
(alikicooper@yahoo.com)

Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Penelope Hiotas
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

T IM ES

Sunday Summer Hours

Orthros 8:30 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Vespers—7 p.m.*
Orthros—9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy—10 a.m.
*

Note: Holy Confession is available by appointment.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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T H E PA S TO R ’ S C O L L E C T I O N

Excerpt from interview with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, April 4, 2015.

For you, according to your life experience, what does it mean to «pray»?
There is a saying among the early desert fathers about Abba Joseph: «Abba Lot went to see
Abba Joseph and said to him, ‘Father, as much as I can, I follow my rule of prayer, I fast a
little, I pray and meditate, I live in peace and I purify my thoughts. What else can I do?’
Abba Joseph stood up and stretched his hands towards heaven. His fingers became like ten
lamps of fire and he said, ‘If you want, you can become all flame.’»
In the Orthodox tradition, prayer is not just a stage in the spiritual life; it is a pervasive
activity that permeates all aspects and all details of our life. For example, each day here at
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, we personally attend morning (matins) and evening (vespers)
services, closing each day (with compline) in the small patriarchal chapel. However, our aim
is to advance from the stage of saying prayers to the point of becoming prayer, like Abba
Arsenios in the fourth-century desert of Egypt. In the words of another early theologian,
Origen of Alexandria: «Our entire life should be one extended, unbroken prayer.» This is
precisely the purpose and meaning of the traditional practice of the Jesus Prayer.
Prayer is the mirror of our inner life. It is what ultimately reveals who we are in relation to
God and to the rest of the world. Through silence and prayer, we no longer ignore what is
going on around us; and we are no longer stuck in what only matters to us. Then, we begin
to recognize how we are all intimately interconnected and mutually interdependent. And we
develop a greater sense of awareness and attentiveness to the world inside us and around us.
Prayer, therefore, is not a private act...
How unfortunate it is that we have reduced prayer to a private act, an occasion for selfish
complaining to God. In prayer, our concerns should always be the concerns of others, of the
world, and especially of the most vulnerable that are unable to protect themselves.
Otherwise, prayer becomes exclusive and divisive (which is the literal meaning of the word
«diabolical»). Authentic prayer is not the comfortable feeling of self-complacency but rather
the experience of reconciliation with all humanity and all of God’s creation. In the Homilies
of St. Makarios, a fourth-century spiritual classic, we read: «Those who pray truly and in
silence, edify everybody everywhere.» So, as a universal force, prayer has a cosmic
significance. For, we can never include some people in our prayer, while omitting others.
Or, to put it more simply: When we say that we love God but do not love our neighbor, we
are liars.
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O U R PA R I S H

Wedding
On May 2, 2015, parishioners Steven Jennings and Joy Bennett were wed in Holy
Matrimony in our church by Fr. George. Their sponsor was Steve's son Steven. We wish
them a long and happy life together.
Graduates: Please send your information to alikicooper@yahoo.com so that we can
include it in the next bulletin!
Death
Apostolos "Paul" Cotsoridis fell asleep in the Lord on April 25, 2015. Paul was the choir
director and chanter in our church for 55 years and is sorely missed. He is survived by his
nephews, Theodore and Charles and their spouses and niece Susan Heffner as well as
many cousins and relatives. Paul will always be remembered as one of the best chanters
of our generation. He was interred in Middletown Cemetery. May his memory be eternal.

Sunday Summer Hours begin June 7th
Orthros 8:30, Divine Liturgy 9:30

P H I LO P TO C H O S

NEWS

We hope as many of you as possible can attend our Major Fundraiser this year which is a
"Drink and Dabble" social event that includes painting your own picture. It promises to be a
great time. It is going to be held on June 11th at the church hall at 6:00 pm and costs
$40.00 per person.
Please save the date for our final social event which will be a dinner meeting on June 25 at
Rheas. Please let Loula Eliopoulos (847-7746) know if you would like to attend.
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E T E R NA L

It is with sadness that we announce the very recent passing of our dear Father Spyridon
Papademetriou, who faithfully served our Parish from 1959 through 1974. He passed on
May 25, 2015, in Wyomissing, PA.
He leaves his son Stanley (along with his wife and children) and his daughter Ourania
(along with her husband and family). He joins his beloved wife, Presvytera Metaxa who
passed several years ago, along with his beloved son Constantine, who also predeceased
him.
Father Spyridon was devoted to God, His Church, his family, and last but not least, his
spiritual flock. No matter where he called to serve God's Church, he was active in the
lives of his parishioners and the greater community in which he lived. While here in
Newport, it would not be incorrect to say that everyone in town knew Father Spyridon.
We had been looking forward to hopefully seeing Father during our Parish's Centennial
Celebration this Fall, but alas this is not to be.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Rev. Spyridon and Presvytera Metaxa
Papademetriou Memorial Scholarship at Hellenic College Holy Cross, 50 Goddard
Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445.
May his Memory be Eternal. Aιwνια η μνήμη.

SOUP

K I TC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Sofi Cofield to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this month
it is on Monday, June 8th— (401 847 8593 / sofikip@aol.com )
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal, Sofi Cofield , and Jane Iandolo
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L I V E S O F S A I N T S P E T E R A N D PAU L

The Holy Apostle Peter
The son of Jonah and brother of Andrew the First-Called, of the tribe
of Simeon and the town of Bethsaida, he was a fisherman and was at
first called Simon, but the lord was pleased to call him Cephas, or
Peter (In 1 :42). He was the first of the disciples to give clear
expression to his faith in the lord Jesus, saying: "Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the Living God" (Mt 16:16). His love for the lord was
very strong, and his faith in Him went from strength to strength.
When the lord was put on trial, Peter denied him three times, but it
needed only one look into the face of the lord, and Peter's soul was
filled with shame and repentance. After the descent of the Holy
Spirit, Peter became a fearless and powerful preacher of the Gospel.
After his first sermon in Jerusalem, about 3,000 souls were converted
to the Faith. He preached the Gospel throughout Palestine and Asia
Minor, in Italy and Illyria. He performed many wonders, healing the
sick and raising the dead, and even his shadow had the power of healing the sick. He had a major
struggle with Simon the Magician, who declared himself to be from God but was actually a servant of
the devil. He finally put him to shame and overcame him.
Peter was condemned to death on the order of the wicked Emperor Nero, a friend of Simon's. After
installing Linus as Bishop of Rome and exhorting and encouraging the flock of Christ there, Peter went
to his death with joy. When he saw the cross' before him, he asked the executioner to crucify him
upside-down, because he felt himself unworthy to die in the same way as his lord. And so this great
servant of the greatest Master went to his rest and received a crown of eternal glory.
The Holy Apostle Paul
Born in Tarsus and of the tribe of Benjamin, he was formerly called Saul and studied under Gamaliel.
He was a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christians. He was wondrously converted to the Christian faith
by the lord Himself, who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. He was baptized by the Apostle
Ananias, named Paul and enrolled in the work of the Great Apostles.
He preached the Gospel everywhere with burning zeal, from the borders of Arabia to the land of Spain,
among both the Jews and the heathen, and receiving the title of "The Apostle to the Gentiles." His
fearful sufferings were matched only by his superhuman endurance. Through all the years of his
preaching, he hung from day to day like a thread between life and death.
Filling his days and nights with toil and sufferings for Christ, organizing the Church in many places
and receiving a high level of perfection, he was able to say: "I live, yet not I but Christ lives in
me" (Gal 2:20). He was beheaded in Rome in the reign of Nero, at the same time as St. Peter.
-From the Prologue from Ochrid by St. Nikolai Velimirovic.
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B OY ’ S T R I BU T E TO H I S DA D ( A U TH OR UN K N O WN )
Dear Dad: I’ve been looking for a card to send you which would in a measure express what is in my
heart to say to you. But I have found none to suit. So I’m writing this letter to let you know what
you’ve meant to me through the years.
First of all, I’d like to tell you that your patient love and protection have not all been lost.
Doubtless there are many things you’ve done for me; many thoughts and plans that you’ve entertained
on my behalf, which have never found their way to my inner consciousness at all.
But you will like to know that some of your fatherliness has found me! After long years, I’ve
begun to appreciate it. Time, the greatest alchemist, turned the common ore to gold. Or perhaps I
should say that it always was pure gold, only now my eyes hae been anointed and whereas I was blind
to your golden qualities, now I am able to see them. Secondly, Dad, I’d like to hold up the ideal, so that
it may create a desire in others to become to their children what you have always been to me.
Thirdly, I want intellect and heart to grasp this fact: that the best of earthly fathers is but a faint
reflection of what the heavenly Father is. I’m proud to remember that you worked with your hands as
well as with your head. Do you remember the day when as a little boy I was playing tug of war? It was
the little boys against the bigger boys. You watched us pulling; watched the little fellows straining
every nerve against their competitors; yet, slowly, surely … losing. Then—I can see you yet—you
went stealthily behind the smallest hindermost boy, and how you pulled! Over toppled the big boys,
dragged right into the territory of the weaker side. That one action is representative of you. You were
always throwing your weight on the other side. It was your delight to secure victory for the feeble,
pitted against the strong.
I remember, too, Dad, thinking as a very small kid of the Judgment Day. Oh, I know I’ve
never expressed these inner feelings to you before, but this one thing I must tell you now. I imagined
myself standing with the small and great before the Great White Throne, when the Books were opened
in Heaven. I didn’t know then about the Other Book, or, if I did, I didn’t understand how my name was
going to be written there. And so I planned in my frightened brain that I’d be sure to stand very close to
you; that I’d hold your hand so tight, no one could tear me from your side. I imagined that in this way,
I , your week dependent one, might slip through to the joys of heaven. It was a poor tangle of error, of
course, but I venture to think it was a stepping-stone to a great truth. I was so sure you’d not wish to be
separated from me there. I had learned as a toddling child that fathers know how to love. But I know
that even you couldn’t get me a passport into heaven. That is the prerogative of the Only Begotten Son
of God. You couldn’t by all right of your strength place your trembling child among the circle of the
redeemed; but this I say—you did point the way in. Oh, that every father would do that! If father’s
knew how their influence tell and weighs, they would be more particular about many things. I feel so
glad and proud, Dad, that you were one of those who felt your responsibility.
Well, Dad, there is much more I could say but I don’t want to make you weary. All I can say
now in closing is that in your life I find an analogy most precious. As you were close to me as a boy,
our Heavenly Father is not far from every one of us, His sin-sick children. He does not require us to put
our wants in words. He’s not hard of hearing. He’s very near, all powerful and supremely tender.
Like as a father pitieth, God pities me—so David saith. I’m groping at it—grasping at it,
rather, because, you see, God’s so—so—loving—if He’s like my father!
From A Look at the World Through a Look at the Book (precursor to Pulpit
Helps), August 19, 1971, compiled by Austin L. Sorenson.

H A P PY F A TH E R ’ S D A Y

TO

F A TH E R S

OF OUR PARISH!
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A P O S TL E
June 11th
Bartholomew
was
crucified twice while
spreading the Gospel
of Jesus. He was one
of the twelve apostles
and at times preached
with the Apostles
Philip and John the
Theologian.
Once,
Bartholomew
and
Philip, by prayer, killed a snake that was
housed and worshiped in a pagan temple
and also healed a blind man. They were
crucified and immediately there was an
earthquake that killed their pagan judges
and a part of the crowd. Seeing this, the
pagans hastened to save the apostles, but
Philip had already died. Bartholomew lived
to translate the Gospel and teach in India.
In Armenia, he was again crucified, but this
time he was also beheaded by the brother of
a girl he had cured of madness. He was
buried in a lead coffin, and when his
miracles continued because of his relics, the
coffin was thrown into the sea. But the
coffin would not sink, instead it floated to
the island of Lipara. The bishop there had
been waiting for it, having been foretold in
a dream. Bartholomew appeared to Joseph
the Hymnographer and blessed him to
create “streams of heavenly wisdom” which
are still powerful presence in church music
today. He also appeared to an emperor
insuring that he would protect his town.
His relics were finally translated to Rome.
TH E

M E T H OD IO S , P A TR IA R C H O F
C O NS TA N TI N OP L E
June 14th
Methodios
was tormented
and humiliated
because of his
support of the
icons, yet he
endured and
prevailed.
Born in ninthcentury Sicily,
he was well
educated
before
he
became a monk. In a short time he became
the abbot of his Monastery in Henolakkos
near Byzantium.
Then Patriarch
Nicephonos appointed him Archbishop of
Kyzikios. Methodios was known for his
efforts to better and spiritually elevate his
people as well as for his staunch defense of
the icons. For the latter the emperor had
him exiled and imprisoned under inhuman
conditions with thieves, in dampness,
without light or enough food for seven
years. Empress Theodora released him and
elevated him to patriarch, and yet the
heretics pursued him. They hired a woman
and she accused him of having physical
relations with her. His defense before the
court put the heretics to shame. Finally,
Methodios and Empress Theodora together
convened a general synod and reaffirmed
the veneration of icons.
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FEST NEWS

Dear Fellow Parishioner,
We are quickly approaching our 2015 Hellenic Fest; as it is
now less than four months away. We have been actively
planning this years’ Festival with lots of excitement and
enthusiasm. The 2015 Hellenic Fest will be held Friday, July
31st, Saturday, August 1st, & Sunday, August 2nd.
We still need your help. We are looking for volunteers to help with food workshops the
week prior to the Festival. If you are interested please contact Athena Eliopoulos at (401)
862-0123. In addition to the workshops, in the church hall you will see a sign-up sheet so
that our Festival is properly staffed before, during, and after the event. Please fill it out
and return it to Athena. You can also volunteer and sign up online at
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ea8a72ba0f94-hellenic/25349022. We must remind
you that our Festival is our Church’s largest fundraiser of the year, and every effort
should be put towards helping our Church.
Also last month you were sent two raffle tickets for the Festival. We will have one Major
Prize of $5000.00, drawn at the end of the Festival on Sunday. There is a small $50.00
donation per ticket. We ask that, if you can, purchase one ticket for yourself, and either
purchase or sell the second to someone else. Of course, we have many extra tickets to
sell. If you need more tickets, we would be happy to give them to you. Tickets and
money can be brought to any Church Sunday prior to the Festival and turned in or given
to us prior to, or during the Festival.
Our Hellenic Fest website is up and running at www.HellenicFest.org. Don’t forget to
check out our frequent updates and share our pages on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
HellenicFest2015) and on Twitter (www.twitter.com/HellenicFest15).
The next 2015 Hellenic Fest planning meeting will be held Tuesday, June 17th at 6:30pm
in the Church hall. Please make every effort to attend and participate in the planning of
this year’s Hellenic Fest.
Kevin & Gregory Brown, Co-Chairs 2015 Hellenic Fest
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SUN

MON

Sunday Summer H

TUE

WED

TH

GRADUATIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL
(JUNE 7TH),
GREEK SCHOOL
(JUNE 14th)

1.Justin the Martyr
Pyrros Hieromartyr

2. Nicephoros Patr.of
Constantinople
Erasmos of Ochrid
Office Hours
Parish Council Mtg 7.

3. Lucillian & Paula
Martyrs. Athanasios
the Wonderworker

4. Metropha
of Constanti
Mary and M
Office H

7. ALL SAINTS
SUMMER HOURS
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m
Sun Schl Grad

8. APOSTLES FAST
BEGINS
Relics of St. Theodore
Kalliope the Martyr
SOUP KITCHEN

9. Cyril of Alexandria
3 Virgin Martyrs of
Chios
Office Hours

10. Alexandra and
Antonina Matyrs
Timothy Bish.Prussa

11. Bartholo
Barnabas Ap
Ecum. Patr
Bartholome
Name Da
Day.

14. 2nd Matthew
Metrop.Methodios
Nameday.LAwards
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Grk Schl Grad

15. Amos the Prophet
Jerome Righteous

16. St. Tychon
Wonderwork.40 Mart of
Rome

17. Isaurus &Compan
of Antens, Manuel,
Sabel and Ishmael

18. Leontios
Hypatios an
Theodoulos
Office H

21. 3nd Matthew
Fathers Day
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div.Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship

22. Eusebius Bishop
Of Samosata.
Zenon & his servant
Zenas

23. Agrippina Martyr of
Rome. Aristocleus,
Demetrius, Athanasius

24. Nativity of StJohn
Baptist. Elizabeth mo
ther of St. John Bapt.
Elizabeth mother of
St. John Baptist

25. Prokopio
Martyr. Feb
Righteous.
Office H

4th Matthew
Orthros. 8:30 a.m.
Div. Lit. 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship

29.Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul

30. Synaxis of the 12
Apostles.
Michael, New Martyr of
Athens.
Office Hours

PLEASE NOTE
SUMMER HOURS
SUNDAY JUNE 7th
ORTHROS:8:30 a.m
DIV. LIT. 9:30 a.m.

Fathers em
Telephone n
1-401-474

Augustine Bishop
Office Hours

JUNE 2015
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Hours: Orthros: 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m.

HU

anes Patr .
inople
Martha
ours

omew &
post
riarch
ew’s
ay

June 7th—Sunday School Graduation

FRI
5. Dorotheos Bisishop
of Tyre. Nicander,
Gorgias and Apollon.

SAT.
6. Hilarion of Dalmat.
Attalos Wonderwork

June 8th—Soup Kitchen
June 11th—Philoptochos Drink and
Dabble, Church Hall, 6pm
June 14th—Greek School Program
June 14th—Metropolis Laity Award
Dinner, Lombardo’s in Randolph, MA,

12. Onouphrios Great
Peter the Athonite

13. Akylina Matrtyr
Eulogios Patr Antioch

June 17th—2015 Hellenic Fest Meeting,
6:30pm, Church Hall

Regular Events

s,
nd
of Syria.
Hours

19. Jude the Apostle
Martyr Zosima

os New
ronia the

26. David of
Thessalonica. Icon of
Theotokos of Tikhvin

Hours

mergency
number
4-7700

Upcoming Events
June 2nd—Parish Council Meeting, 7pm

Sunday June 14th
Metrop. Methodios
Name day.
Laity Awards at Lom
bardos.Randolp
MA

20. MethodiosBishop
Of Plympus
Kallistos 1st Patr. of
Constantinople

27. Sampson the
Innkeeper. Joanna the
Myrrhbearer

Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion (on
break for summer)
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (on break
for summer)
Adult Greek School—
Contact Basile Panoutsopoulos (on
break for summer)
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SPENTZOS NOMINATED FOR METROPOLIS LAITY AWARD

Janet Spentzos, an active steward, was chosen by the St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church
in Newport, RI as the 2015 recipient of the Metropolis Laity Award. The St. Spyridon
Church family wishes Janet, her husband and her family love, good health, God’s blessing,
strength and a hearty congratulations!
Janet will be honored at a dinner to be held on Sunday, June 14th, at Lombardo’s in Randolph, MA. Reservations may be made by contacting the church office. Please make your
reservation soon! The donation is $75 per person.

C H U RC H

PA R K I N G

The Church has renewed its lease with the Midtown Oyster Bar. The lease is for a 3-year
term, for an amount of $22,000 per year. As with the previous lease, snow removal in the
winter is included, and more importantly, the lease includes allowance for overflow
parking for parishioners at JT’s. To further clarify the overflow parking procedures,
parishioners can go to the JT’s lot (on Sundays) and tell the attendant that they are going
to church. The attendant will let you in at no cost. The Midtown/JT’s will then take a
head-count of cars in the lot and the Midtown will pay the attendant for the parishioners
parking. (As an aside, if you haven’t heard yet, there is no Newport Yachting Center
anymore).
As a reminder, if you choose to park in the center aisle of the Church Parking Lot during
Divine Liturgy, kindly be thoughtful of others and move your car immediately afterwards
so people don’t get blocked in. Once the coffee hour and fellowship is over, please
promptly exit the parking lot.
We have done our best to notify the Midtown as to when the parking lot will be needed
for Church services and activities, but we ask that church organizations notify the Church
Office PROMPTLY of any additional activities so that parking can be coordinated.
I am confident that all members of our parish family will continue to interact with the
Parking Lot staff in a manner reflective of our Christian background.
Thank You.
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GENTLE REMINDERS ABOUT
C H U RC H D U R I N G S E RV I C E S

H OW TO E N T E R T H E

(to be used for personal reflection only, NOT as a means of judging others)
Arriving at church on time is important. The Orthodox Divine Liturgy begins when
the priest intones, “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.” We need to arrive early enough to receive this blessing. Arriving later causes
a distraction for others who are praying.
If we should come in late, enter the church quietly. Also, remember that there are
certain times during the Divine Liturgy in which we should remain in the Narthex and
NOT enter the Church. These times include:

Anytime the Priest is facing the congregation
Anytime the Priest censes the congregation
During the Small Entrance (when the Priest carries out the Holy Gospel)
During the Great Entrance (when Priest carries out the Holy Gifts)
During the reading of the Gospel
During Consecration of the Gifts (“Se imnoumen”)
During the Creed & the Lord’s Prayer

During the sermon
Mobile devices – The use of mobile phones is never proper during the Liturgy. If you
have a professional reason to carry one for emergencies, keep it on mute, not vibrate,
and sit near the exit so that leaving for an emergency will not be a distraction to
others. Otherwise, turn off your phone before entering the sanctuary.
Taken and adapted from the website of St. Barbara Greek Orthodox Church, Durham, NC
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O R ATO R I C A L F E S T I VA L

The Elementary Oratorical Festival was held on May 17th. We have held this event for
12 years and it is a wonderful way for our younger children to be introduced to the
tradition of the oratorical festival.
In celebration of our 100th anniversary, the children wrote speeches all about our
church and our patron saint, St. Spyridon. This year we had seven children participate.
We plan to publish the various speeches throughout the year. To coincide with the end
of another successful Sunday School year, this month we are sharing with you the
speech by fifth grader Dimitri Mosiades on page 16.

RELIGIOUS

E D U CAT I O N N E W S

Hello families,
For those students in grade 5 to 6, what a wonderful elementary oratorical
festival! Thank you to Sandy Giannopoulos for helping the children prepare their
speeches on the topic of St. Spyridon on our 100th anniversary. These students will be
well prepared going into the junior/senior oratorical festival with Mr. Mike Sisak soon.
Our academic year of 2014-2015 is over. On June 7, the children will be
receiving their certificates to end the year. A huge thank you to the staff who helped
teach the children on the Orthodox faith. Thank you to Kathryn Williams, and Adeline
Jasinksi for teaching our preschool to K class. Thank you to Janet Spentzos for teaching
our grade 1 to 2 class. Thank you to Sandy Giannopoulpos for teaching our grade 5 to 6
class. Thank you to Mike Sisak for teaching our grades 7 to high school. We
congratulate Theodore Panoutsopoulos on graduating from high school and pray as he
continues with his studies.
Please keep an ear open to our summer retreat! More information will follow in
the summer bulletin.
Sunday School staff

JUNE 2015
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Sunday School 2014-2015.

Elementary Oratorical Festival—May 17, 2015
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CHILDREN’S
Sunday School
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C O RN E R

by Dimitri Moisiades
I have been in Sunday school longer than I can remember. Starting in Ms. Marianne’s class,
we learned about God and Jesus and all the Orthodox Saints for example, my project on
Saint Demetrios, the Saint I am named for. We learn about not just our religion but a piece
of our Greek culture as well, Greek Easter traditions such as the symbolism behind dying
our eggs red to represent the blood of Christ compare to the bright colors of other Easter
eggs to represent spring . My favorite story is the story of Jesus’s birth. This story marks
the beginning of the Christian religion and without it we would not be the Orthodox
Christians we are today. Every Christmas we honor his birth and the children get to
participate in the Christmas pageant. Every year I get to play the part of a shepherd. I like
when we draw pictures of Jesus, and act out stories from the Bible. We have continued our
learning with Ms. Sandy’s class and focus on what it means to be a good Orthodox
Christian. I have made many good friends through Sunday that share in my faith and
culture, friends that I would not have made without Sunday school.

Maria Johnson and Panagiotis
Panoutsopoulos represented St
Spyridon at the Regional Junior and
Senior Oratorical Festival at St
Gregory the Theologian Church in
Mansfield, MA
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St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church

Greek School

Year-End Presentation and Celebration

Sunday, June 14, 2015
Immediately following Divine Liturgy
in the Community Hall
The entire Parish Family is invited to celebrate with us!
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THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE

Children from St
Spyridon Church
participated in the Greek
Independence Day Parade
in Boston on April 26th.

JUNE 2015

T H E 1 5 TH

PAGE 19

A N N UAL F I L M F E S T I VA L

If you have any interesting video of a
religious topic, burn it to a DVD, and
then enter it into the St. Spyridon
Orthodox Christian Film Festival.
There are many chances to win prizes,
even the younger ones in our parish!
Being our 100th anniversary, this year
might be a good time to dust off one or
more interesting pictures and turn them
into a nice video. The picture along
with a few words of text and a little
overlaid music is all you need.
Saturday, July 11, is the date. All event activities are free. Coffee and donuts will be
available at arrival time, 9:30 to 10:00. Films will be viewed from 10:00 until 12:00. Lunch
will follow. Once lunch is over, we will enjoy a 90 minute Rum Runner excursion in the
harbor. [beginning at 1:45 PM sharp]. Hope to see you there!

DAU G H T E R S O F P E N E LO P E N E W S

The next meeting of the Daughters of Penelope will be held on a date to.be announced.
This will be the annual June banquet and pins will be awarded. All members will be
notified as soon as the date is firm.
Thank you to all who participated in the New England Regional Convention here in
Newport at the end of May.
Have a wonderful summer and we will gather again in the fall.
Ellen Anagnostos
President
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In loving memory of
Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

In loving memory of
Constantine Hologgitas
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Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

NIKOLAS PIZZA

In loving memory of

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611

Estelle Parkos Antonio

Compliments of the

A-1 Pizza

ATLANTIC

BEACH CLUB

306 Broadway
Newport

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Established 1967

All American
Foods, Inc.

25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON

BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690

53 Purgatory Road
Middletown
847-2750

Island of Skiathos
Organization

Mel’s Cafenio

Steve H. Jennings

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com
www.advancedri.com

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880
In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

