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S A IN T S PY R ID O N G R E E K O RT H O D OX C H U RC H
www.stspyridonchurch.org
Reverend Fr John Afendoulis
frjohnafendoulis@gmail.com, (909) 354-2900
Office Hours
Priest: Weekly office hours TBD, for emergencies, call 909-354-2900 (cell)
Church secretary, Ellen Anagnostos: Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Parish Council President: Zoe Adamedes
Chanters: Basile Panoutsopoulos
Choir Director: Zoe Adamedes
Organist: Jane Iandolo
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: TBD
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Nikolaos Spentzos
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Elaine Brown
Goya Advisor: TBD

SERVICE

Greek School: TBD
VOICE:
Editor-in-chief—Fr John Afendoulis
Editor—Aliki Cooper (alikicooper@yahoo.com)
Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Ellen Anagnostos
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TI M E S

Sunday Summer Hours

Matins 8 a.m.

Divine Liturgy 9 a.m.

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Matins—8 a.m.
Divine Liturgy—9 a.m.

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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T H E PA S TO R ’ S D E S K

My dear Parishioners!
God bless you all!
Summer is among us, and we are now getting into Festival Mode. And it is so exciting to see
you all getting ready for these 3 wonderful days where we all get together and work hard
(while having fun!) for the good of our church of St. Spyridon. As we have said, we all need
to lend a helping hand. Please find the sign-up booklet in the Community Center and sign up
for a time to work. God bless you all! After speaking to so many people in Newport, I am
aware of the impact that our Festival has on the citizens of Newport. It is our duty as
Hellenes and stewards of St Spyridon to not only show the world our great cuisine and
hospitality, but to make them aware of the Truth that our dear Faith can have in their lives.
Sunday School is now closed for the summer, and many of us plan our vacations. Although
there are dance practices practically every Sunday after Divine Liturgy, remember to please
attend church services before coming to practice. And remember parents, proper church
attire is required during summer months.
Speaking of dance practices, the Metropolis of Boston has mentioned that it will now
implement a new ministry for the metropolis. We will sponsor a Dance Festival. All of the
details have not been worked out. They will send out more information as it becomes
available.
We are getting ready for the Great Sign-up for September. Sometime in July and August I
look forward in meeting with the heads of our children’s organizations. We have so many
great opportunities in giving our children gatherings and outtings under the umbrella of our
church. I look forward with meeting with you all and brainstorming, for the good of our
children. God bless you.
And let us not forget that these two months are filled with the excitement of having fun in
the sun, it is also a time when we are filled with so many beautiful services.
Sundays Matins 8am; Divine Liturgy 9am
July 3, July 10, July17, July 24, July 31
Aug 7, Aug 14, Aug 21, Aug 28
Weekday services Matins 8am; Divine Liturgy 9am
July 20, July 25, July 27, Aug 6, Aug 15, Aug 29
Paraklisis Services, 5:30pm
Aug 1, Aug 2, Aug 3, Aug 4, Aug 5, Aug 8, Aug 9, Aug 10, Aug 11, Aug 12
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O U R PA R IS H

Baptism
The son of Kyriaki Kyriakides and Richard Boyle was baptized on June 9th and given the
name, .Ricardo( Richard). Godfather is Steve Kyriakides. Congratulations to all!
Graduation
Nikolaos Spentzos graduated on June 10th from Bishop Hendricken High School and the
Bishop Hendricken Arts Academy. He will be attending the College of Business
Administration at the University of Rhode Island in the fall. We wish him the best of luck
in his next endeavor!

G ET

W E L L TO

E LLEN

We would like to say get well to Ellen Anagnostos, our church secretary, during her
recovery. We miss her and hope she will be able to be back at church with us soon!
We also would like to extend our sincere gratitude to Elaine Holder for graciously filling in
for Ellen while she is away from the office.

S OUP

K ITC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Elaine Brown to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this
month it is on Monday, July 11th and Monday August 8th — (401 849-3480 /
ae.brown@cox.net).
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal, Elaine Brown, Sofi Cofield , and Jane Iandolo
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FEST

We will be holding one more pre-Festival General Meeting prior to the Festival. It will be
held Sunday July 17th after church in the church hall.
Work shop schedule
We are looking for volunteers to help with food workshops the week prior to the Festival.
The workshops will be held in the church hall as follows:
Sat
Mon
Tues
Wed
Wed

A H E PA

July 23
July 25
July 26
July 27
July 27

10:00am
4:00pm
4:00pm
11:00am
4:00pm

Pastitsio Prep
Pastitsio
Spanakopita
Souvlaki
Baklava

D O NAT IO N TOWA R D S F U R NAC E

We would like to thank Ahepa for their generous donation of $1000 towards the new
furnace.
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C O U N C IL N E W S

I hope everyone’s summer is going well. The Parish Council has been quite busy over the last
few months. Hopefully we are all aware of the fact that our oil burner died. Fortunately, the
winter was mild so except for a few weeks during which the church was chilly, we did ok.
The unit is being replaced with a gas-fired boiler. Earlier in the Spring, the gas company came
and brought in a special line to the church for the boiler. The oil in the remaining oil tank was
transferred to the other oil tank, and the tank has been taken apart and removed. The new
boiler has been ordered and work will start soon. The entire effort will cost the community
roughly $20,000, and to date, $2100 has been collected (the AHEPA made a $1000 donation,
and the remaining was donated by parishioners). It is not too late to make a donation to this
effort.
An exhaustive list of repairs for the church has been prepared and they are being prioritized by
urgency and cost, keeping in mind the budget allotted to repairs for this year. Obviously, the
furnace failure was unforeseen. In the future, we are looking towards addressing the dampness
and leaking in the basement. We have also gotten quotes to have the hall floor rebuffed, but
will probably put this work off until next year. Also, as some of you may have noticed, some
repairs, upgrades and cleanings have been donated to the community by someone who wishes
to remain anonymous. So far, the doors on Brewer Street have been stained, the downstairs
bathrooms have been cleaned and new sinks have been installed. We all wish to thank this
generous steward for stepping forward and seeing that these repairs were made. THANK
YOU! The gardens in the front of the church were spruced up by the youth of the community
along with Janet Spentzos and Eleni Anagnostopoulos. In addition, each year a couple who
was married in our church comes to Newport and over a weekend donates flowers and
plantings. Finally, the gas ovens in the kitchen have been calibrated and cleaners came in and
cleaned the hoods over the stoves.
Our new Stewardship Committee has mailed out the pledge cards to the community for 2016.
Please be generous in your financial giving. Our Church is a living, breathing community and
cannot survive without the generous gifts of its members.
Our Hellenic Fest is coming-up the last weekend in July. This is a major fundraiser for the
church so please make every effort to support this event by volunteering your time to cook,
clean, serve as well as buying and selling raffle tickets. Hellenic Fest can only be a success
with everyone’s participation.
A large screen TV has been donated to the community and will be in place in time for the Film
Festival. We hope that this new TV will be used for movie nights and maybe classes, too.
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A L BU M N E W S — L A S T C A L L F O R C O N T E N T !

As most of you hopefully know by now, we are collecting various things from parishioners
which are described below.
We had set a deadline of June 30th to try to get all materials for the album in so that we can
move forward on laying out the album. While we still hope to get entries in as soon as possible,
it is clear that some people need more time. If you cannot get the materials to us by June 30th,
please contact us to let us know what you plan to submit (i.e. "Family portrait for Cooper
Family" or "Half page Memorial page" or "Memorial and Family pages - both full page"). If
we know what you will be sending in, we can put a placeholder and fill the content in later
when we receive your photos. It is important to get an idea of how many pages the book will
have to determine an accurate quote from the printing company.
Portraits
If you have a family portrait for the Centennial album directory, please email it to
centennialalbumcommittee@gmail.com.
Family/Individual and Memorial Pages
We are offering Memorial and Family/Individual pages as a way to honor loved ones or
represent your family and individual history. Order forms were sent in the last bulletin and can
also be downloaded from our website (http://stspyridonchurch.org/centennialalbum.html) you can reach that page from the bottom of the home page. Members of the committee have set
up a table in the church hall to answer questions. If you let us know beforehand, we can have a
scanner available at the coffee hour if you have photos that need to be scanned.
Historical Photos
We very much want to make sure everyone is represented in this history, so if you have any
photos from the history of our community, here is a last call to please let us know. Again, if
you can email to let us know what you will be submitting then we can plan for it and will
arrange to get the materials from you.
We thank all of you that have graciously contributed your precious family photos to us. This
album has been moving slowly because we are working diligently to really sort through all of
the history we can find, and it is our hope that it will be worth it once we see the history of our
beautiful community all compiled together :)
Thanks,
Centennial Album Committee
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SUN

MON

Sunday Summer Hour

TUE

WED

THU

31.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am
Hellenic Fest
3.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

4.

5.

6.

8.

10.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

11.
Soup Kitchen

12.

13.

14.

17.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

18 .

19.

20.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

21.

24.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

25..
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

26.

27.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

28.
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y Summer Hours: Orthros: 8 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9 a.m.

Upcoming Events
July 11th—Soup Kitchen
July 29th—31st—Hellenic Fest

THU

FRI
1.

8.

SAT.
2.

9.

Regular Events
Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(on break for summer)
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m.
(on break for summer)
Adult Greek School—
Contact Basile Panoutsopoulos

15.

16.

22.

23.

29.
Hellenic Fest

30.
Hellenic Fest
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AUGUST 2016
SUN

7.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

MON

Sunday Summer Hour

TUE

WED

THU

1.
Service 5:30pm

2.
Service 5:30pm

3.
Service 5:30pm

4.
Service 5:30pm

8.
Service 5:30pm

9.
Service 5:30pm

10.
Service 5:30pm

11.
Service 5:30pm

Soup Kitchen

14.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

15.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

16.

17.

18.

21.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

22.

23.

24.

25.

28.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

29.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

30..

31.
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y Summer Hours: Orthros: 8 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9 a.m.

Upcoming Events
August 8th—Soup Kitchen
Regular Events

THU

FRI

SAT.

vice 5:30pm

5.
Service 5:30pm

6.
Matins 8am
Divine Liturgy 9am

13.

vice 5:30pm

12 .
Service 5:30pm

19.

20.

26.

27.

Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
(on break for summer)
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m.
(on break for summer
Adult Greek School—
Contact Basile Panoutsopoulos
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E D U C AT IO N N E W S

On May 22nd, our
wonderful children in Ms
Sandy’s 5th & 6th grade
class participated in the
Junior Oratorical
Festival. We are so
proud of them for
working hard to write and
present such wonderful
speeches on the topic of
the gospel reading of
their choice.
Congratulations to all
who did such a
wonderful job!
On June 5th, we
celebrated our last day of
Sunday School of the
year. We thank all of the
teachers, director
Marianne Menas and all
of the families for your
participation this year.
If you have a child
turning 3, please email
Marianne Menas,
mmgreek@verizon.net,
so she can add you to the
Sunday School mailing
list.
Have a wonderful
summer!
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CORNER

by Andrew Wingert
My topic is how might Orthodox Christians contribute and support the efforts to eliminate
poverty and hunger in the world. This topic has personal meaning to me, my Papou
witnessed the German occupation and starvation that occurred in Greece. He was able to
travel with his brothers on their busses to various villages in Greece where they feed and
helped the people. He then soon later immigrated to America for a better life and opened a
restaurant because he loved to feed people, even if they could not pay for it. Many people
feel hunger, but hunger comes in many different forms. It can be described either as a
physical need for food, or a spiritual desire to be closer to God. For orthodox Christians,
we can help provide help for both forms of hunger. For example, In the orthodox observer
for January, it mentions how we orthodox Christians are helping and supplying Syrian
refugees that are fleeing into Greece. With our help, we are able to provide essential things
like food, water, medicine, and clothes for them. The most ancient teachings of the church
from Christ to present day centers mainly on a preference for the poor and socially
rejected. In the parable of the last judgment, Matthew speaks of salvation as depending on
how we treat the poorest and most afflicted. As said by proverbs, "Whoever oppresses a
poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors
him."(Proverbs 14:31). Our actions either please or upset God, based on the rules that he
has set upon us. Some of the things our church had done were making food baskets for
Thanksgiving & Christmas for the poor, getting gifts for children at Christmas, and
provide a soup kitchen for the needy. Some of the ways I have become involved in helping
poverty and hunger, I have saved my allowance and have donated it to the IOCC
(International Orthodox Christian Charities) mission box during Sunday School. During
Great Lent, I have set aside my money and have donated it to the food bank. At my school,
I spoke up for a classmate that did not have anything to eat at lunchtime. Later in the day,
the principle told my mother that my name was placed on the Pillars of Character board.
Here I thought I was just doing the right thing.
In conclusion, the word of God calls believers to become "the light of the world."
Orthodox Christian faith changes who we are, what we are, and how we think. It allows us
to understand God, and the rules he has set upon us. Living our faith in the ordinary tasks
of everyday life is an essential part of what it means to be holy. Today, it remains at the
heart of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. This was best and simply expressed in the
words of the prophet Micah, "What does the lord require of you, but to do justice, to
love kindness and walk humbly with God." (Micah 6:8). This message is unmistakable,
you can't love God if you don't first love your fellow brothers and sisters.
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SCHOOL NEWS

The Protulis Greek School concluded another successful academic year and kicked off the start
of summer with their Year-End presentation and celebration on Sunday June 12th.

2015-2016 Protulis Greek School Year-End Presentation
More photos from the Greek School presentation compliments of Aliki Cooper can be found
and downloaded from: https://flic.kr/s/aHskC7jNeU . You will also find a link to the church’s
Flickr page from the photos page of the church website.
Congratulations to the following students who registered and participated in the Greek School
for the 2015-2016 academic year and greatly improved their comprehension/understanding of
the Greek Language and Culture:
Melina Johnson
Christos Johnson
Pauline Cooper
Giannis Spentzos
Eleni Soares
Michael Haralambidis
Aristos Amarant

Sofia Stefanopoulos
Eleni Cooper
Paige Cotsoridis Labrecque
Athanasia Stefanopoulos
Kristalia Panteleos
Alexandra Panteleos

Isabel-Sophia Petrou
Myrsine McKeon
Maria Johnson
Eleni Haralambidis
Christos Stefanopoulos
Antonios Panteleos
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We hope they will continue to nurture their love of learning the Greek Language during
the summer and for many years to come.
ΚΑΛΟ ΚΑΛΟΚΑΙΡΙ!
Thanasis Stefanopoulos
Greek School Director

A HE PA C O M M U N IT Y S C H O L A R S H IPS
The Maud Howe Elliot Chapter 245 of the AHEPA was pleased to join other
local community organizations in celebrating deserving public high school graduates this
spring.
On June 9, at Rogers High School in Newport, AHEPA member Anthony
Spiratos presented Riley Bolan with the AHEPA Benjamin Franklin Award recognizing
exceptional effort in both the study of natural philosophy as well as civic contributions.
Mr. Bolan maintained a top GPA including advanced work in physics. In the civic realm,
he participated in many service projects with the Boy Scouts, the RI Convention Center,
and the Providence Boys and Girls Club.
On June 8, at Middletown High School, the AHEPA Benjamin Franklin Award
was presented to Alexa Simard. Ms. Simard, a student with good academic performance
in general, demonstrated exceptional work in physiology classes in conjunction with her
interests in the medical sciences. She also volunteered much help with the Middletown
Prevention Coalition and the P.U.S.H. youth group.
On May 26, at Portsmouth High School, the AHEPA Benjamin Franklin Award
was presented to Jackson Levine. Mr. Levine maintained a 4.0 GPA focusing on AP
math and science courses. He also served as a Student Council representative, National
Honor Society President, and captain of the baseball and soccer teams.
These community scholarships were named in honor of the inventor and
statesman Benjamin Franklin because he was a premier example of an individual who
flourished in the application of classical Greek subjects such as Science, Mathematics,
Philosophy, Democracy, and the Arts. These values appear prominently in the mission
statement of AHEPA which is (www.ahepa.org) to promote Hellenism, Education,
Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, and Family and Individual Excellence.
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THE 16TH

A N N UAL F IL M F E S T IVA L

If you have any interesting video of a religious
topic, burn it to a DVD, and then enter it into the
St. Spyridon Orthodox Christian Film Festival.
There are many chances to win prizes, even the
younger ones in our parish!
Saturday, July 9, is the date.
All event activities are free! Coffee and donuts
will be available at arrival time, 9:30 to 10:00.
Films will be viewed from 10:00 until 12:00.
Lunch will follow. Once lunch is over, we will enjoy a 90 minute Rum Runner excursion in
the harbor. [beginning at 1:45 PM sharp]. Hope to see you there!

A H E PA

T R IP TO

M YS T IC A QUA R IU M

On June 25th, the community enjoyed an Ahepa sponsored trip to Mystic Aquarium.
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T R IP TO T H E

P AW T U C K E T

R E D S OX G A M E

Let’s go to the Ballgame with
AHEPA
August 7th at 1pm
All tickets are free of charge to
all parents and children and
friends of the St Spyridon Church Community
Please email Steve Jennings at sjplanner@aol.com
to reserve the number in your group
(we need a count for the tickets)
Also you can contact Steve Jennings or
Michael Sisak with any questions

S U N DAY S U M M E R H O U R S
Reminder that we are on Sunday Summer Hours

Matins: 8am; Divine Liturgy 9am
September 11: Revert back to winter hours
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Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

In loving memory of
Dr. Joan and Constantine
Hologgitas

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

In loving memory of

Aquidneck Pizza

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

NIKOLAS PIZZA

In loving memory of

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611

Estelle Parkos Antonio

Compliments of

A-1 Pizza

TICKETS

BAR & GRILLE

306 Broadway
Newport

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Established 1967

Steve H. Jennings

All American
Foods, Inc.

25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690

15 Aquidneck Ave
Middletown, RI 02842
847-7678

Island of Skiathos
Organization

Mel’s Cafenio

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJennings@AdvancedRI.com
www.advancedri.com

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880
In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

