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S A IN T S PY R ID O N G R E E K
www.stspyridonchurch.org

O RT H O D OX C H U RC H

Reverend Fr John Afendoulis
frjohnafendoulis@gmail.com, (909) 354-2900
Office Hours
Priest: Office hours T-W-R-F 10am-1pm, for emergencies, call 909-354-2900 (cell)
Church secretary, TBD

Parish Council President: Dr. Cosmo
Haralambidis
Chanters: TBD
Choir Director: Zoe Adamedes
Organist: TBD
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Marianne Pyliotis Fox and
Valerie St Peter
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Andrew Wingert
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Elaine Brown
GOYA Advisor: Toula Mellekas

Greek School: Loula Eliopoulos & Eleni
Anagnostopoulos
Festival: Debbie Amarant
VOICE:
Editor-in-chief—Fr John Afendoulis
Editor—Aliki Cooper (alikicooper@yahoo.com)
Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Ellen Anagnostos
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

S E R V I C E TI M E S
Sunday Winter Hours

Matins 9 am

Divine Liturgy 10 am

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Please see calendar for specific times

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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T H E P R IE S T ’ S D E S K

Kalo Pascha!!!
We are readying ourselves for the final stretch of Great Lent and entering into Holy
Week. When I reflect on the messages from our Holy Church replicated not only in our
hymnology but in the homilies of the Great Saints, I feel comforted in being reminded
that our dear Savior died for each of us, and grants us salvation if we profess Him to be
our Lord and Savior, and we strive to do His commandments. We will hear the
triumphal Resurrection Hymn throughout this 40 day period; and we will greet one
another with “Christ is Risen”-“Truly He is Risen” and in all our services and our daily
lives, we are reminded of our Savior’s descent into Hades, and His overpowering of the
devil and his evil forces; good conquering over evil. Let each of us find the correct path
unto salvation. Let us beg God to keep us from all harm and to protect our nation, our
families, and our children.
Encourage your friends and family to come and worship with us especially on Holy
Friday evening for the singing of the Lamentations (6:30 pm) and the procession around
the block of our church. Our Resurrection Service starts Saturday evening at 11:30pm
lasting until about 1:30am when we will have a little breaking of the fast. And let us take
the opportunity to invite them to the Agape Vespers at 11am on Pascha (Easter)
morning, when we will read the Resurrection Gospel in many languages. If you are able
to read the Gospel for this service in a different language please call the church office or
see Fr. John. Our Savior commands us to spread the Gospel to all the Nations and we do
that by preaching and teaching in a language that everyone understands. For even at the
time of Pentecost, it is recorded in the Acts of the Apostles that the Apostles were given
the gift to speak in the various tongues (Acts 2:4, 9). May we all be vessels of the Holy
Spirit and spread the word of our Savior’s Gospel and the Good tidings of His
Resurrection to the Nations, drawing the “world into the net” of Salvation.

The Greek Independence Day March downtown Boston will take place on April 22,
1pm. We will start Divine Liturgy that morning at 8am. There is availability on the
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church’s bus, if any of our parishioners might want to
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join in with them. Please contact Anthony George at ageorge711@yahoo.com or 401 580
-0112 for more information. Bus will leave Cranston at 10:30am, and depart from Boston
4-4:30pm.
As for our regular workings of the church, we already had our first Festival Meeting and I
have to say, Debbie Amarant has a good handle on things. She has already applied
strategies that should bring our costs down considerably and other funding raising ideas.
Please attend the next Festival Meeting on April 11th at 6pm.. It’s going to be a
wonderful year.
Additionally, our Parish Council has various fund raising events in their discussions. We
will be announcing these new prospects shortly for everyone to have an opportunity to get
involved. We will need everyone’s help, and we encourage all to take a piece of the pie.
Many best wishes for a spiritually uplifting Holy Week and Pascha!
With blessing from our Lord,
+Fr John Afendoulis

P A R IS H R EG IS T RY
40 Day Blessing
Harrison John Pyliotis had his 40 day blessing on March 11, 2018. Harrison is the son of
George and Eliza Pyliotis. Welcome to the new addition to our community!

S OU P

K ITC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Elaine Brown to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this
month it is on Monday, April 9th— (401 849-3480 / ae.brown@cox.net)
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal and Elaine Brown
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SMARAGDE A. ELIOPOULOS GREEK HERITAGE AWARD
All high school seniors who attended the St Spyridon Protulis Greek School program are
eligible to apply for the annual Smaragde A. Eliopoulos Greek Heritage Award.
Please contact Loula Eliopoulos for an application at 847-7746.
The deadline for submission is May 10th.

ST

JOHN

C H RYS O S TO M

O R ATO R IC A L F E S T I VA L N E W S

The Parish St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival was held on March 18,
2018, in the fellowship hall. In the Junior Division (grades 7-9) Eleni Cooper earned
Honorable Mention for speaking on Archdiocese Junior Division Topic Two: Choose a
parable from the Gospel of Luke and discuss how it speaks to our contemporary life.
Kristalia Panteleos earned Honorable Mention for speaking on Topic One: In John 15:
13–15, Jesus teaches about friendship to His disciples. Discuss the importance of
friendship in your life. Pauline Cooper earned Honorable Mention for speaking on
Topic One (see above). Maria Johnson earned Third Place speaking on Topic Four:
Discuss how prayer, fasting, serving others, or study of Orthodoxy assists you with
your relationship with Christ and the Church. Emilee Sullivan earned Second Prize
speaking on Topic One (see above). And Isabel Petrou earned First Prize speaking on
Topic One (see above).
In the Senior Division (grades 10-12) Melina Johnson earned First Prize
speaking on Topic Three: How can we have religious conversations on social media in an
age of trolling?
Robert Hehl and Christopher Mitrelis served as judges. Parthenia
Giannopoulos served as our time keeper.
The luncheon was offered by the families involved in the Religious Education
Department.
The Boston Metropolis Southeast District St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
will be held at the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church in Pawtucket, Rhode Island on
Saturday, April 14, starting at 9:00 AM.
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We are proud of all of the children
who participated in the St John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival on
Sunday, March 18th.
Above: Fr John Afendoulis,
Kristalia Panteleos, Melina
Johnson, Emilee Sullivan, Pauline
Cooper, Eleni Cooper, Isabel
Petrou, Cosmas Haralambidis,
Maria Johnson, Michael Sisak
Right: Jr Second Prize Winner
Emillee Sullivan, Jr First Prize
Winner Isabel Petrou, Sr First
Prize Winner Melina Johnson, Jr
Third Place Winner Maria Johnson
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Sunday of Orthodoxy—Sunday, February 25, 2018
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E D U C AT IO N N E W S

Dear families,
As we approach Pascha in a few days, please respond to Marianne if your child/children
will be able to attend the Good Friday retreat, on April 6th. This retreat will be from 11 to 2
pm, with children and their families going to liturgy at 2.
Also, continue to have your child/children put money into the OCMC boxes. Our goal
is 300 dollars this year. This goal is half of the amount needed for a priest to serve oversees for
one year on a missionary assignment.
There will be classes on April 1st, Palm Sunday.
Egg hunt following liturgy on April 8th, Pascha Day.
April 14th, Oratorical winners of senior division Melina Johnson, and Junior division
winners of Isabel Petrou and Emily Sullivan will be in Pawtucket for the district level. God
bless them on their next level of competition.
April 29th will be Sunday School picture day. Plan on your child/children attending.
Thank you,
Sunday School staff
Marianne Menas, mmgreek@verizon.net

C EN T E N N IA L

A L BU M N E W S

Our beautiful hard bound Centennial Album is an heirloom
quality production. The elegant color printing captures the
dynamic characters who brought this community to life. The
preservation of this history is now available to every family.

PLEASE GET YOUR ORDERS IN TODAY!
We cannot put the order in until we get
enough orders for printing.
Find order forms on the bulletin board in the church hall, or on
the church website, stspyridonchurch.org. Please email
centennialalbumcommittee@gmail.com with any questions.
Many have asked when the albums will be ready for
distribution. We will update as soon as we have a print date! We can't wait to share this
album with you!
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SUN

MON

Sunday W

TUE

WED

THU

1.
2.
Matins 9 am
Bridegroom Service,
Divine Liturgy 10 am 6:30pm
PALM SUNDAY
Bridegroom
Service, 6:30pm

3.
Bridegroom Service—
Kassiani, 6:30pm

4.
Holy Unction &
Matins, 4pm

5.
Divine Liturg
12 Passion G
6:30pm

8. PASCHA
Paschal Midnight
Resurrection Service,
11:30 (Sat), Pascha
Agape Vespers 11am
& Easter Egg Hunt

10. Sts Raphael,
Nicholas, Irene, Divine
Liturgy, 5:30pm

11.
Parish Council
Meeting, 7pm

12.

9.

Soup Kitchen

Festival Meeting, 6pm

15.
16.
Matins 9 am
Divine Liturgy 10 am

17.

18.

19.

22.
Matins 7 am
Divine Liturgy 8am

24.

25.

26.

23.
St George,
Divine Liturgy, 10am

29
30.
Matins 9 am
Divine Liturgy 10 am
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Winter Hours: Matins 9 am, Divine Liturgy 10 am

April 10th—Parish Council Meeting

U

gy, 9am
Gospels,

Upcoming Events
April 9th—Soup Kitchen

FRI

SAT.

6. Royal Hours, 8am
Decorating
Kouvouklion, 11am
Children’s Retreat, 12
noon, Unnailing of the
Cross, 2pm,
Lamentations, 6:30pm

7.
Vesperal Liturgy, 9am
Resurrection Service,
11:30pm

13.
Life-giving Spring,
Divine Liturgy, 10am

14.

April 10th—AHEPA meeting, 7pm,
AHEPA housing

Regular Events
Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m.
Adult Greek School—Please see Basile
Panoutsopoulos if interested

20.

21.

27.

28.
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T H E PA R IS H C O U N C IL PR E S ID E N T

Dear St. Spyridon Family,
I write to you just after our Church hosting the March 25th Greek Independence Day State
House event, and would like to focus on the topic of what I feel one of our Church’s and
Parish Council’s most important role is in our local, regional, national and international
platform. I presented a speech in which I emphasized the importance of the Greek
language both in the Biblical language that our Lord blessed and chose to proclaim His
words of salvation. He blessed and entrusted His words to us so as not to be altered and
corrupted. He said this altering will be done and it is evident today throughout our
country and the world in many diluted forms.
It is my and many Classical institutions of higher learning view that Greek should be
maintained and appreciated as the formal “art-form” of His language, and it should be our
task to be leaders in relaying the message of its preservation in the Church. We need to
learn how to break down the stigma of exclusion that many feel when they read the name
“Greek” Orthodox Church and figure out the proper way to explain its Hellenistic values.
Maybe by changing it to the “Hellenic” Orthodox Church we can then open up the
dialogue to its meaning and purpose.
It is the goal of this Parish Council to assist the Church in opening up its “Hellenic” doors
to the world. I will start by asking each parishioner, what are the values that make this a
great country and where did you get them? Where did the foundation of equality,
democracy, a belief in one God and the word “ecclesia-Church, assembly of people” come
from? There were 37 synonyms for ecclesia when I looked it up and it is used 113 times in
the New Testament. Funny also that it was supposed to be written into the word kyriakon
(church-house of God). But that is another deeper conversation of the complexity and
possibility of corruption of Biblical script. Let us be in one body and in one mind focus
on opening up the dialogue and point to God’s purpose for Hellenism. Let us not forget
He is the Alpha and the Omega. How can one understand the Christogram (in Greek –
Christ’s letters) Esous, Hristos, Nikas on the cross if it not for a basic understanding of the
Greek?
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Give me your honest opinion if you think the average person you walk outside and ask,
“So what do you think about religion or are you religious?” Ask yourself what they will
say. Then take a step back and ask yourself, “How did we get this way?” Pause. Think.
Yes, the complete dilution of core founding values our Church fathers and our country’s
founding fathers worked so hard to instill and preserve. Our laws were written because
they were God’s laws. Our Hellenic language was chosen because in the space of time,
God’s sculpted plan to return us to Him, chose that particular part of the world, that
particular language, and in our current time our Hellenic American to spread His word to
all corners of the earth.
We must continue to invest in our Greek language programs, to offer it to the whole
community and advertise it for a fee. Ah another fundraising idea! We are to be the
ambassadors of Hellenism and have as our humble blessing and goal to make as many
realize the need and benefit of being a Philo (love of)-Hellene. We are the culture and
church that should bridge the gap between the East and West, the faithful and the
unfaithful.
To the scientists out there who try to disprove God, good luck when you are faced with a
Hellene. We invented science, reason and logic and logic points straight to God through
Hellenic thought pattern, prayer and reason. We as Greeks need to humble ourselves and
punish our arrogance; put on our new Christ Hellenistic view of love, unity, education,
equality, patience, hard work, to seek perfection in all things we do but most importantly in
the perfection of self through Christ.

Just as our Panagia, Greek for All- Holy, was honored today by the visit from Archangel
Gabriel with great news of Christ blessing the earth and her acceptance of this miracle
from God, so we as a society should honor our Hellenic language blessing to God’s
Apostolic Church, our country and its purpose in our salvation.
With Deep Agape in our Ecclesia,
Dr. Cosmo Haralambidis
President, St. Spyridon Parish Council
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EXCERPTS FROM COSMAS HARALAMBIDIS’ SPEECH AT THE STATE HOUSE
The multi-dimensional nature of the Greek language was chosen by our Lord as the transitional
language from the Old Testament to the New Testament. It was the language used to help relay
to the world His message of salvation, and it was the Greek democratic culture and structure
that our founding fathers chose to establish the framework of this amazing new country. They
were the first true American Philo Hellenes. Anyone who visits our great capital that our
founders designed, can easily identify the honor given to the Greeks (Hellenes) in the
duplication of our cherished Parthenon now exemplified by our Supreme Court, to the home of
our President, to our libraries and to our government buildings. Our founding Philo Hellene
fathers ensured that the blessed Hellene culture is rooted in the foundation and blood of our
country.
Children and adults, the word Philo Hellene comes in two easily identifiable parts. The first
part, Philo, expresses the depth and layering of the Greek language; it means a friend of, the
love of, or as simply the word defining a kiss. So is the reason why I think our Lord created and
chose this language, and as anyone young or old can easily identify it as a significant portion of
our English language. Another important example, is the naming of America’s first capital,
Philadelphia, Phil (love) of adelphia (brothers). What could be a more meaningful name and
main commandment of our Lord for a capital and start for our new country. Love thy brother.
We in Rhode Island have a critical role in leading our country back to the values our founding
fathers who built this great country from Greek (Hellenic) faith, government, language,
architecture, arts, math, sciences and philosophy. To our children who seek to write as their
school projects about a local American Philo-Hellene need to look no further than Samuel
Gridley Howe..
Samuel Howe should be a central model that our state leaders and citizens need to honor and
emulate, as his first life cause was the Hellenic liberation of 1821. He realized the significance
of helping the country under oppression and enslavement from Ottoman persecution for 400
years. He saw as the Greek people were counted as “head tax” as they had to work the fields for
their local ruler and if they did not pay that tax, they would lose their head.
Samuel Howe was born in Boston and his family was influential in our independence, as his
father was a commander in the battle of Bunker Hill. His father lost his rope manufacturing
company in the support of the war efforts of 1812 and could afford to send only one of his
children, Samuel, to school here at Brown University. He completed his studies as a physician,
but instead of starting a successful medical career, Dr. Howe took up the Hellenic cause.
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Against his family’s will, he boarded a ship to Greece, was accepted into the revolutionary
army and helped thousands of Greek soldiers and families as a physician, a fighter, an
organizer of Greek settlements, and as a voice to those from other countries to help support
the vital cause of liberty; to free the people our country so valued on all levels. He realized
how we could not sit back and let our founding country, Greece, suffer and not have their
God given rights of “eleftheria-freedom.”
Children, look to learn about this fairly unrealized American hero of our country, as you
will learn how he did not stop at helping only the cause of freedom. From the Greeks, he
learned a philosophy of “overcoming obstacles” as he set out to liberate people of the
stigma of blindness and those labeled useless to society by opening the first school for the
blind and handicapped, the Perkins School for the Blind. He invented the first raised
system of print that Braille was developed from. He supported his wife helping to start the
woman’s movement in the 1850’s, and together became the lead family in the fight against
slavery through the Abolitionist movement in Boston.
Hitting even closer to home, his daughter Maude Howe Elliot, made Newport her home,
started the Newport Art Association, was a Pulitzer Prize winner, and founder of the
Progressive Party.
As a child of Samuel Howe, Maud also understood the importance of honoring Greece and
became the lead Philo-Hellene in the northeast ensuring the Greek community in Rhode
Island flourished. She attended and promoted many Greek cultural events and assisted in
establishing the St. Spyridon Greek community. We honor her with the naming of our local
AHEPA (American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association) in the naming of our
local chapter the Maude Howe Elliot Chapter. Even our honorary Senator Claiborne Pell,
whom our famous Newport Pell Bridge is named, understood the significance of being a
Philo-Hellene by becoming a highly active member of our local Maude Howe Elliot
AHEPA chapter.
We ask our leaders and citizens, both young and old, on this day that we honor Hellenic
freedom, to look and emulate what our true “Uncle Sam” has done. We ask you to join
people like Senator Pell and our founding fathers and become a Philo-Hellene. We will be
looking toward you in the time of re-election to add on your agenda the re-establishment of
a Hellenic Center at URI. There is no better place in our country than in our small state of
Rhode Island named after the beautiful Greek Island of Rodos, than to refocus and rehonor our commitment to our country’s founding culture, Hellenism.
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L A N G UAG E S C H O O L N E W S

The Greek Language School Students and Teachers of St. Spyridon Church participated in
three events celebrating the 197th anniversary of the Greek Independence Day.
The first event was on Tuesday, March 20 at 4:30pm, at the State House of Rhode Island,
room 222, where the three Greek Language Schools’ Students of our state with their
Teachers gathered with our Officials and other guests to commemorate this special day in
our history. All students were dressed in traditional Greek costumes, and recited poems and
sang the song “Ακούστε Μακεδόνες = Listen Macedonians”. Mihalis Haralambidis recited
in perfect Greek a poem dedicated to the 25th of March celebration, from our community.
Following the event at the State House, a reception was sponsored by St. Spyridon Church
at the Annunciation Church Hall in Cranston. Many dignitaries attended the Lenten Dinner
from the State House, the Consul General of Greece Mr. Stratos Efthymiou and many
parishioners from the three Greek Orthodox Communities with their Priests and Parish
Council Presidents and children.
The second event was on Friday, March 23 at 12:00 noon, at the Newport City Hall where
the Honorable Mayor Harry Winthrop read the Proclamation of the Greek Independence
Day. Many members of our community participated with one student and a teacher present.
The third event took place on Sunday, March 25th, following the Divine Liturgy and the
Doxologia. All parishioners were invited to attend the Lenten Luncheon provided by the
Parents and Teachers of our Community Hall. The Greek Language School Students of St.
Spyridon Church, dressed in traditional Greek costumes, sang the USA National Anthem
and the Greek Anthem, they chant
various religious hymns, recited many
patriotic poems and sang many songs
honoring the historic day of the
freedom of Greece from the Ottoman
Empire. Fr. John Afendoulis has
invited the State Senator Honorable
Dawn Euer, and the Honorable Harry
Winthrop, Mayor of Newport
participate in this event. Our
President Dr. Cosmo Haralambidis
talked about the significance of the
day for all Greeks around the world.
Many thanks go to all Parents,
Greek Independence Day celebration at City
Students, Teachers and Parishioners
Hall—Friday, March 23 2018
that contributed to this Luncheon.
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Greek Independence Day celebration at State House—Tuesday, March 20, 2018
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Greek Independence Day celebration at church—Sunday, March 25, 2018
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AHE PA

NEWS

Next AHEPA Maud Howe Elliott Chapter 245 Meeting February:
The next meeting of the local AHEPA Chapter will take place on (the Second) Tuesday,
the 10th of April at 7:00 pm at the AHEPA Apartments Clubroom, 3rd Floor, 87 Girard
Avenue, Newport, RI, USA.
All are invited to join the AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope local chapters!
(See a member of AHEPA or Daughters of Penelope for more information.)
Memorabilia Project
AHEPA collects old photographs and other historical material of our Community. The
material can be donated to AHEPA or loaded to be scanned and returned. For more
information either talk to or call (401) 848-6487 or email to Basile Panoutsopoulos at:
AHEPA245@verizon.net
Ellinomatheia Examination
The 2018 examinations will take place as follows:
Tuesday 15th of May 2018 (Levels A1, A2,and B1)
Wednesday 16th of May 2018 (Levels B2, Γ1, and Γ2)
For more information either talk to or call (401) 848-6487 or email to Basile
Panoutsopoulos at: AHEPA245@verizon.net

Your Parish Priest Fr. John, the President of the Parish Council
Cosmas Haralambidis and Parish Council
Members wish all Parishioners,

Καλό Πάσχα
Happy Easter
May the Joy of our Lord's Holy
Resurrection abide in your hearts
during this Paschal Season and throughout the Year.
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Gredo Vincent Volpicelli

Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

In loving memory of
Susan T. Diomandes

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

In loving memory of

Aquidneck Pizza

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

NIKOLAS PIZZA

In loving memory of

38 Memorial Blvd West
Newport
849-6611

Estelle Parkos Antonio
Thomas S. Antonio

Compliments of

A-1 Pizza

TICKETS

BAR & GRILLE

306 Broadway
Newport

Free Delivery
849-2213

Compliments of

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown
Voted Best in Rhode Island!

Established 1967
In loving memory of

Gregory Parkos
John T. Parkos

25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of
Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

CODDINGTON

BREWING COMPANY
210 Coddington Highway
Middletown

847-6690

15 Aquidneck Ave
Middletown, RI 02842
847-7678

Island of Skiathos
Organization

Mel’s Cafenio

Steve H. Jennings

Advanced Planning Associates
Advanced Tax & College Planning
Retirement & Asset Protection

401.247.9882
SJPlanner@aol.com
www.advancedri.com

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast
Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!
120 West Main Road
Middletown

841-5560

The Mainstay Inn
151 Admiral Kalbfus Road

Newport

849-9880
In loving memory of
Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

