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S A IN T S PY R ID O N G R E E K
www.stspyridonchurch.org

O RT H O D OX C H U RC H

Office Hours
TBD
Call church office, (401) 846-0555. Messages will be checked daily.

Parish Council President: Dr. Cosmo
Haralambidis
Chanters: TBD
Choir Director: Zoe Adamedes
Organist: TBD
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Marianne Pyliotis Fox and
Valerie St Peter
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: TBD
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Elaine Brown
GOYA Advisor: Toula Mellekas

SERVICE

Greek School: Loula Eliopoulos & Eleni
Anagnostopoulos
Festival: Debbie Amarant
VOICE:
Editor—Aliki Cooper (alikicooper@yahoo.com)
Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Ellen Anagnostos
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TI M E S

Sunday Summer Hours

Matins 8:30 am

Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Weekday Festal Celebrations:
Please see calendar for specific times

The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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F R OM TH E PR I E ST ’ S D E SK
Excerpt from address by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew "A Common
Christian Agenda for the Common Good" (Vatican, May 26, 2018)
Dear distinguished Participants,
In the title of our address, “A Common Christian Agenda for the Common Good”, we come across
the word “common” twice. The Church is in fact the place of the “common”: “common” salvation,
“common” freedom, “common” good, “common” ethos and “common” obedience. Life in the
Church is a foretaste and an expectation of the “common resurrection” and the “common
kingdom”. We are not a sum of individuals, but a community of persons—a community of love. In
the Church, the “καινόν”, the “new”, is the “κοινόν”, the “common”. The Church of Christ is “the
miracle of the new” in the life of the world, a sign of the final renewal of all things: “Behold, I
make all things new” (Revelation 21:5). It is not a coincidence that Apostle Paul characterizes the
community of faithful as a community of hopeful, while referring to the people outside of it as
those “who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13).
The entire mystery of Divine Economy is experienced liturgically in the Divine Eucharist. The
Church celebrates the Eucharistic Liturgy “bringing together (1 Corinthians 11:20) the scattered
children of God (John 11:52) without regard to race, sex, age, social, or any other condition into a
single body where there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female (Galatians 3:28; cf. Colossians 3:11) in a world of reconciliation, peace and love”,
which depicts the eschatological Kingdom of God (Text of the Holy and Great Council of the
Orthodox Church, The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today’s World). It is rightly held that
the Divine Eucharist is the core of ecclesiastical life. The rest of the sacraments, worship and
spiritual life, canonical structure and the philanthropic witness of the Church in the world, are
nourished by the Eucharist, and they express the eucharistic identity of the Church.
In the communion of the Church, mind and heart, faith and knowledge, freedom and love, the
individual and society, the human being and the entirety of creation are all reconciled. It is for this
very reason that the Church resists the powers of division, individualism and totalitarianism,
oppression and exploitation, economism and consumerism, scientism and the deification of
technology, as well as the destruction of the natural environment and anthropomonism. The
response to the divisions and the impasses of human freedom is the Incarnate Logos of God.
Today and always, the image we have for ourselves, for our place in the world and for our
destination, determines our stance in life. The Christian tradition does not have solutions and
answers ready for every single problem that exists. Rather, our faith is an inexhaustible source of
crucial truths for human beings and the world, for our relation to God, to ourselves, to others and to
creation, for our freedom, for the meaning of life and the final destination of all. The Church offers
help and truth, it orients the human being towards eternity and does not allow for him to be reduced
to a sheer living being, nor to become an Übermensch. For Pope Francis and us, the identity and
value of a culture or a society cannot be judged by the level of its economic growth, its
technological development or its social organization. In fact, while these are important elements,
they are not the essence of a civilization. A civilization is judged by whether or not its final point of
reference is the human person, in relation to his true divine destiny and the protection of his world.
We reject the cynical phrase “There is no alternative”. In other words, we reject the claim that nonconformity to the commandments of globalization and to the “autonomy of the economy”, leads
inevitably to the expansion of poverty and to uncontrollable societal developments and conflicts. It
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is unacceptable for the alternative forms of development and the strength of social solidarity and
justice to be ignored and slandered. Our Churches can create new possibilities of transformation
for our world. In fact, the Church itself is an event of transformation, of sharing, of love and of
openness. It is utopic to believe that solidarity and social cohesion can be achieved through
globalization and the raising of living standards, or through the internet and communication.
In our Churches, we experience the blessed certainty that the future does not belong to “having”
but to “being”, not to “pleonexia” but to “sharing”, not to selfishness but to communion —nor
does it belong to division but to love. “God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him” (1 John 4:16). We continue our common journey, our theological dialogue, our
common struggle and our common Christian witness of love—the preeminent transformative
power—as the Lord instructed us. Love and diakonia are the essence of the freedom (ἐλευθερία) in
which “Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1).

FAREWELL

TO F R . J O H N

The parishioners of St Spyridon Church would like to thank Father John Afendoulis for his
service to our community. His devotion and dedication to Orthodox Christian life has
touched many hearts and we all wish him every success in the next chapter of his life.

P R IE S T

O R O F F IC E N E E D S D UR IN G T R A N S IT IO N

If you need a priest or anything from the office during this transition time, please call the
church, (401) 846-0555. Messages will be checked daily. Ellen Anagnostos has kindly
offered to fill in as secretary temporarily until other arrangements can be made. Thank you
for your patience during this transition time. If you have any concerns, please contact the
Parish Council directly.

S OU P

K ITC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Elaine Brown to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—this
month it is on Monday, June 11th— (401 849-3480 / ae.brown@cox.net).
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal and Elaine Brown
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FEST

2018

Hellenic Fest is fast approaching and we need the
help of the whole community! This fundraiser is
so important for our church both financially and
as a chance to come together as a community.
Debbie Amarant has been working so hard as the
chairperson and is looking for volunteers to help
with fundraising now, preparing for the festival,
and help with set up, work and clean up during
festival weekend. Sign up sheets will be going up
in the church hall on Sunday. Please sign up early
so that we know for sure what areas we have
covered and where we need to find help.
Raffle tickets are now available for sale and purchase. Please consider helping to sell
tickets for this very important fundraiser or to make your own lucky purchase! Raffle
tickets are $50 a ticket and prizes are as follows:
1st - $5000
2nd - 2 tickets to Comic comedy club and one night stay at Mohegan Sun
3rd- RCA tablet and $50 GC to Flint Audio
4th- Newport Gulls package (admission to game, camp ect.)
Please also consider making a donation for the festival, becoming a sponsor of the festival,
or helping to find sponsors within the community for this wonderful community event.
The sponsorship program offers visibility of your Logo/Name in the Great Tent for all our
visitors to see. You can have a banner put up for a minimum donation of $150. Contact
Debbie Amarant for more information
Hellenic Fest is July 20-22nd. Please be sure to share our website, hellenicfest.org and
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/HellenicFest. Contact Debbie Amarant at
debbie.amarant@gmail.com or (203) 434-5196 with any questions.

The next planning meeting will be Wednesday June 13th at 6pm.
Please make every effort to attend. We need full community support to
pull off this huge event!

PAGE 6

THE SAINT SPYRIDON VOICE

JUNE 2018
SUN

MON

3.
4.
Matins 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Sunday Summ

TUE

WED

THU

5.
6.
Parish Council Meeting,
7pm

7.

10.
11.
Matins 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am Soup Kitchen

12.

13.

14.

17.
18.
Matins 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

19.

20.

21.

24
25.
Matins 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

26.

27.

28.

General Assembly
following Liturgy
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mer Hours: Matins 8:30 am, Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

U

FRI
1.

SAT.

Upcoming Events
June 3rd—General Assembly,
following Liturgy
June 5th—Parish Council Meeting

2.

June 11th—Soup Kitchen

8.

9.

June 13th Hellenic Fest Meeting,
Church Hall, 6pm
Regular Events

15.

16.

Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion (on
break for summer)
Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (on break for
summer after June 10th)

22.

23.

29.

30.

Adult Greek School—Please see Basile
Panoutsopoulos if interested
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Our 2017-18 Sunday School students and teachers, taken on May 13, 2018
Thank you to all of our wonderful teachers and students for another great year!
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In this picture from the Boston Metropolis St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival,
May 5, with his Eminence, Metropolitan Methodios in attendance, we see our own Emilee
Sullivan second from the right and our own Isabel Petrou next to her.
Both young ladies did very well and earned Honorable Mentions.

S U N DAY

SUMMER HOURS

Reminder that we are now observing
Summer Summer Hours
Matins: 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am
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NEWS

We congratulate Madison Brown as our 2018 St. Spyridon Philoptochos Scholarship
recipient. We wish her all the best as she begins her studies at Framingham State
University.
We will hold a dinner/meeting sometime in June. Please check your email for the date,
time, and place.

On Sunday, May 13th, Madison Brown was awarded with the 2018 St Spyridon Greek
Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society Scholarship. This award is given annually to a
graduating senior who has shown excellence in academics, a strong commitment to the
church and the orthodox religion, and is pursuing a post-secondary college or university.
Madison is attending Framingham State University this fall, and is playing soccer as a
goalkeeper for the Woman’s team. Congratulations to Madison! Pictured with Madison
are her parents Kevin and Beth Brown, her grandmother Elaine Brown, and presenters
Zinovia Canale and Loula Eliopoulos.

JUNE 2018

PAGE 11

St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church

Protulis Greek School

Year-End Presentation and Celebration

Sunday, June 10, 2018
Immediately following Divine Liturgy in the Community Hall
The entire Parish Family is invited to celebrate with us!
THE 18TH

A N N UAL F IL M F E S T IVA L

If you have any interesting video of a
religious topic, burn it to a DVD, and then
enter it into the St. Spyridon Orthodox
Christian Film Festival. There are many
chances to win prizes, even the younger ones
in our parish! If you have an Apple device,
and your video is on that device, you should
also be able to stream it using our Apple TV
apparatus.
Saturday, July 14, 2018 is the date.
All event activities are free. Coffee and donuts will be available at arrival time, 9:30 to
10:00. Films will be viewed from 10:00 until 12:00. Lunch will follow. Once lunch is
over, we will enjoy a 90 minute Rum Runner excursion in the harbor. [beginning at 1:45 PM
sharp]. Hope to see you there!

In loving memory of

Gredo Vincent
Volpicelli
In loving memory of

Susan T.
Diomandes
Compliments of

Island of Skiathos
Organization

Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 241.35
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of

Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

In loving memory of

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY

Estelle Parkos Antonio
Thomas S. Antonio

210 Coddington Highway
Middletown
847-6690

A-1 Pizza

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast

Voted Best in Rhode Island!

306 Broadway
Newport
Free Delivery
849-2213

120 West Main Road
Middletown
841-5560

In loving memory of

In loving memory of

Gregory Parkos
John T. Parkos

Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

Established 1967

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown

In loving memory of

236-2020

atlanticbeachhospitalitygroup.com

Capt. George
Anagnostos

Accommodations with
jacuzzi’s available!

Debbie Amarant
TERI DEGNAN
REAL ESTATE & CONSULTING

damarant@teridegnan.com
203-434-5196
www.teridegnan.com
In loving memory of

Thomas and Bessie
Alexander
Christy and Vasio
Petropoulos

