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December 11
St. Spyridon Vespers
and Reception
December 12
Feast of St. Spyridon

December 15
Metropolitan
Methodios’ Festal Visit
December 22
Christmas Pageant
January 12
Vasilopita Celebration

January 26
Greek School Three
Hierarchs Presentation

Parishioner Engagement Drives Church Health
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, the day when God
gave us the gift of His Son for our salvation and eternal life,
let’s ask ourselves, “What gift can we offer as a parish in
response to God’s gift to us? What comes next for us as a
parish in 2020?”
First, we must make a realistic assessment of our current
practices and their results. Do we appreciate that churches in
America are in rapid decline, with thousands closing every
year? The majority of Greek Orthodox people stop regular
participation in church after high school, do not return to
regular worship, and raise their children outside the church.
Are we willing to honestly assess the reasons why the church
occupies an increasingly peripheral, even irrelevant, place in
many families and society? Let’s be real- not to point fingers
or despair- but to take responsibility, to reverse these trends,
and to lead our church to vibrant health for generations to
come? I hope and pray that our answer will be “YES!”
How do we nurture spiritual health in our parish? In
Proverbs we learn what gift God asks of us: “My child, if
your heart is wise, my heart will rejoice… My child, give me
your heart.” And in Colossians we are taught, “Whatever you
do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for human masters.”
To grow a healthy parish we must become truly engaged
in parish life and lead others to do the same. Engagement is
not mere church involvement; it is emotionally connected
involvement. Engagement means that whatever work I do, I
do it with my whole heart because I not only love my
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church, but I love what I do for my church. And I love what I do for my church because I offer my
strengths (what I am good at), hence contributing to excellence in my church.
Christian pastor and researcher Albert Winseman, in his book, Growing an Engaged Church, uses
Gallup polling results to demonstrate that lack of engagement is the reason why churches are
declining amid a surge of interest in spirituality and hunger for God. Here’s an excerpt from the
Introduction:
One of the clear signs of the times, as revealed by surveys, book sales and other
indicators, is the recent surge of interest in spiritual matters among the American people and an
intense hunger for God. Congregations, however, are having only limited success in tapping into
this new and widespread spiritual yearning. Churches have been in serious decline for nearly 40
years, and increasingly are labeled as lifeless and outmoded… The response of some [leaders]…
is virtually to give up trying… Other leaders indulge in guesswork or hunches, or respond by
following predictable paths, such as adding new activities, in the hopes of building up
membership and revitalizing their congregations. These leaders miss the mark in that they fail to
gain any real sense of what is on their congregants’ hearts and minds, and of what they seek in a
church home. George Gallup, Jr.

This assessment really resonates with me. Often we just don’t have a sense of what is on people’s
hearts and minds, of what they are yearning for; so how can we hope for them to stay connected to
the church? What a shame to miss the opportunity to help people of all ages to have fulfilling
connection with God in church!
In Growing an Engaged Church, Winseman shows that churches often insist on doing church,
going through the usual motions, rather than being the Church - building a congregation of dedicated
and energized members who are growing spiritually and reaching out in concern and service to the
world. The difference between failing churches and flourishing churches is “engaged
congregants,” i.e., people who know what is expected of them, who regularly have the opportunity
to do what they do best, who feel their spiritual needs are being met, and who feel their opinions
count; people who are not merely involved in church but who are emotionally and spiritually
connected to their church in a variety of ways.
This is what I meant when I said above that we must become engaged in parish life, in order to
have a central role in the lives of our parishioners, including young people, and to have significant
impact in our surrounding community as well. We don’t just want people on the stewardship list, or
even merely “more involved.” We seek engaged parishioners.
According to Winseman, the two main factors that lead to spiritual health are “personal spiritual
commitment” and “congregational engagement.” And polling data show that engagement is a
stronger driver of spiritual health even than spiritual commitment. Besides, church leaders have more
influence over people’s engagement than over their spiritual commitment, since spiritual commitment
is more a matter of individual choice about things like prayer, fasting, and charitable giving of time
and money. The great news is, increased congregational engagement drives increased spiritual
commitment. In other words, if we help our people to become more engaged, then a lot of other
things take care of themselves.
People who are engaged in their congregations are significantly more likely to be more spiritually
healthy according to the following outcomes: life satisfaction, inviting, serving, and giving.
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· Life Satisfaction - It stands to reason that people who are part of a spiritually healthy church
would be more satisfied with their life. This doesn’t mean they are always happy or don’t have
sorrows or hardships. Being part of a healthy church gives people a sense of direction, stability
and peace that carries them through the good and bad times and makes life more satisfying.
· Inviting - It also makes sense that the people who invite others to church with them are those who
have positive feelings about their church, who believe their congregation is spiritually healthy and
has something to offer to their families and friends. Gallup research confirms that engaged
members are more than 10 times more likely to invite others to church with them than the actively
disengaged.
· Serving - The median number of community service hours worked by who are engaged in their
congregations is 2 ½ hours (in addition to their hours of service to their church), as opposed to a
median weekly total of 1 hour of community service by those who are not engaged in their
congregations.
· Giving - Each year engaged members give a median of 5% of their annual incomes to their
congregations. The number is much lower for unengaged parishioners.
As your priest, I commit this year to working with our parish leaders to learn from the successes of
other parishes, as well as the work of pastors and researchers like Winseman, to reflect on- and act
on- the best ways to increase engagement in our parish. If there is sufficient interest and energy,
we will engage in a strategic planning process to articulate a shared mission statement as well as
shared values and goals for our community. Shared mission and vision help people to feel that
they belong, and belonging is a major component of parish engagement.
I hope that there is energy for strategic planning, but even if there is not, we can promote our
parish’s health through focusing on engagement in other ways. First, the stewardship team will
distribute a congregational engagement survey to help us leverage our strengths and address our
weaknesses in congregational engagement.
Second, I am offering talent-discovery-and-strengths-development groups for any who are
interested. Two powerful ways to increase parishioner engagement are: 1) helping members
discover their talents and find ways to offer these in church life, and 2) creating small groups. See
page 19 of this newsletter to learn more about joining a Talents and Strengths Group.
A hymn from the Vespers of Christmas Eve invites us to contemplate the various ways that
creation engaged in welcoming God incarnate:
What shall we bring to You, O Christ, Who for our sake were born on earth as man? Every
creature brings thanks to You: Angels their songs; the heavens a star; Wise Men gifts;
Shepherds amazement; the earth a cave; the wilderness a manger; but we offer a Virgin Mother.

May we too offer heartfelt gifts to Him Who was born to die and then rise in glory to give us
eternal life. May we keep the Nativity Fast, give him a portion of our time in prayer each day, and
prayerfully ask, “What talents and strengths can I offer to the building up of my church?”
Thus, may we truly proclaim with a joyful heart:
Christ is Born - Glorify Him! Χριστός Γενάται - Δοξάσαται!
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S A I N T S P YR IDO N GR EE K OR TH ODO X C H URC H
www.stspyridonchurch.org, (401) 846-0555

Reverend Fr Aaron Walker
fraaronwalker@gmail.com, (617) 733-1045
Fr. Aaron’s Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday 2-5pm, Friday 12-3pm; and other days and times by
appointment.
Other Visits:
Visits to shut-ins and businesses by appointment.
Please let me know if you would like a visit, house blessing, or to meet at the church
I am reachable by cell phone.—I check messages throughout the day.
I am always available for emergencies.
Church Secretary, Kathy Lewis Saleh:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 12 to 5:30, Friday 11 to 4, secretary@stspyridonchurch.org
Parish Council President:
Dr. Cosmo Haralambidis
Chanters: TBD
Choir Director: Zoe Adamedes
Organist: TBD
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Fr. Aaron
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Elaine Brown
Hellenic Dancers: Anna Kyriakides
St. Spyridon Bookstore: Despina
Haralambidis
SERVICE

Greek School: Loula Eliopoulos & Eleni
Anagnostopoulos
VOICE:
Editor—Aliki Cooper (alikicooper@yahoo.com)
IT Team: Leon Amarant
Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Basile Panoutsopoulos
Daughters of Penelope President:
Ellen Anagnostos
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TI M E S

Sunday Winter Hours, Weekday Services
Matins 9 am
Divine Liturgy 10 am
The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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S PY R ID O N ,

O U R PAT RO N S A IN T

This year we are honored that His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios will be with us on
Sunday, December 15th, to celebrate the Liturgy for the Feast Day of our beloved patron
saint, St Spyridon. Please mark your calendars and make every effort to attend this beautiful
celebration of our parish feast.

Celebration of the Feast Day of St Spyridon
Wednesday December 11th

Great Vespers at 6pm with reception by the ladies of the Philoptochos.
Fr. Jim Katinas, of St. Sophia’s New London to speak

Thursday December 12th

Orthros at 9am, Divine Liturgy of St Spyridon at 10am

Sunday, December 15th

Celebration of Liturgy with His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios
St Spyridon—December 12th
Spyridon, the God-bearing Father of the Church, the great defender
of Corfu and the boast of all the Orthodox, had Cyprus as his
homeland. He was simple in manner and humble of heart, and was a
shepherd of sheep. When he was joined to a wife, he begat of her a
daughter whom they named Irene. After his wife's departure from
this life, he was appointed Bishop of Trimythus, and thus he became
also a shepherd of rational sheep. When the First Ecumenical
Council was assembled in Nicaea, he also was present, and by means
of his most simple words stopped the mouths of the Arians who were
wise in their own conceit. By the divine grace which dwelt in him,
he wrought such great wonders that he received the surname
'Wonderworker." So it is that, having tended his flock piously and in a manner pleasing to
God, he reposed in the Lord about the year 350, leaving to his country his sacred relics as a
consolation and source of healing for the faithful.
Apolytikion in the First Tone
O Father, God-bearer, Spyridon, you were proven a champion and Wonder Worker of the
First Ecumenical Council. You spoke to the girl in the grave and turned the serpent to gold.
And, when chanting your prayers, most sacred One, angels ministered with you. Glory to
Him who glorified you; glory to Him who crowned you; glory to Him who, through you,
works healing for all.
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H OU S E

B L E S S IN G S

What a beautiful tradition we have in the
Orthodox Church of blessing our homes,
following the Blessings of the Waters at
Holy Theophany (January 6). I look
forward to joining with you to ask God's
special blessing on your homes and
businesses. If I haven't visited your
home yet, please allow me the honor of
blessing your home and getting to know
each of you on a more personal level.
Schedule for Holy Water Blessings in January

Tuesdays (Jan. 14, 21, 28) 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday (Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30) 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Fridays (Jan. 10, 17, 24) 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday (Jan. 25) Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Please email me at fraaronwalker@gmail.com to let me know when you would like your
home and / or business blessed. Please include a cell phone number and try to give me
three options for times. This way, I can organize my visits by region to minimize having
to drive from one town to the next for each visit.
Getting Ready for Home Blessing To prepare for the priest’s visit to bless your home:
•

Make a list of names of family members you wish to pray for when the priest arrives

•

On your dining room table or family altar, place a lighted candle, an incense burner (if
available), a family icon, a wide bowl (to hold the holy water the priest will bring), and
some vasiliko (fresh leaf basil).

•

Be sure your prayer list is there, too!

•

Turn off all TVs, stereos, and computers, secure any pets that might “get underfoot”

When the priest arrives, everyone in the house can gather around the table/family
altar and join in the singing of the litany responses and troparion. The family will then lead
the priest throughout the house for the blessing.
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COUNCIL NEWS

Dear St. Spyridon Family,

As we enter the Season of Hope, it is a time to refocus on true Love, Christ. As it says in
1 Corinthians 13:13, "And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest
of these is Love.
Last week, Father spoke about the fruits of our Creator and the value that is provided by
being faithful to our Lord. He asks you to invest more spiritually and not improperly focus
on the financial stewardship needs. Focus on the understanding of our relationship with
God and His people. Through logic, reason and ultimately Faith, we can find the path to
our salvation with our Lord.
It is through children, as Christ who is to be born, that we can "feel" Hope. We hope for
them and we devote ourselves to ensure in their future. We sacrifice all our needs for
theirs and pray for their health and happiness. This is why one can look at the icon of
Panagia and baby Jesus with awe at how she devoted herself to our Lord with all her heart
and soul.
I hope that we don't get desensitized to the message of Hope that baby Jesus gives us at
Christmas, learn to quiet our earthly distractions, and enhance our senses to our Heavenly
gifts.
Through events like our annual Christmas Bazaar, I hope we can all come together in a
moment of fellowship, a moment to work side by side for our Church, and a moment to
show what we can do as a community. It is a glimmer of Hope of what can be possible for
our Church, both internally and externally through outreach.
We are here to develop Faith, share Hope, and embrace Love. The main focus of all the
efforts over the past year has been to emphasize the most important of all three, Love. In
all things, Love of all those around us, whether we agree with viewpoints or not, is critical.
Jesus stated in Matthew 22: 36-40, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments."
I pray that God's Love will shine down brightly on St. Spyridon, like the star over
Bethlehem, and may His Love bless, unite and strengthen our community.
With Love in Christ,
Dr. Cosmo Haralambidis
Parish Council President
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B IB L E

S T U DY

Our Bible Study has been studying the Book of Acts. We invite anyone to join us at
10:30am on most Fridays..

IN

O U R PA R I S H

Baptisms
On October 27th, we celebrated the baptism of Penelope Amarant. Her parents are
Constantine and Kristin Armarant and godmother is Tina Rose Boyian.
On November 9th, we celebrated the baptism of Olivia Brown. Her parents are Greg and
Sara Brown and her godmothers are Madison Brown and Aliki Cooper.
Congratulations to our newest disciples of Christ and to their entire families!

Death
Dr. Kenneth Walsh fell asleep in the Lord on November 17th. Our prayers are with his
wife, Mersina Walsh, and his entire family. May his memory be eternal.

DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020

S ERV IC E

C A N C E L L AT IO N S

As we do each winter, service
cancellations on bad weather days will be
announced on the church's voicemail
system. Simply call the church at 8460555, and select #4 on the main menu:
"Service Cancellations". Make sure to
check before departing for church, since
the decision to cancel is usually made in
the morning, or late afternoon for evening
services.
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HOMEBOUND

V IS IT S

Fr. Aaron plans to see all those who are
home-bound before Christmas. Please call
him or the office with names for visit.

C H R IS T M A S

PAG E A N T

Mark your calendars for our annual
Christmas Pageant on December 22nd

C H R IS T MA S D EC OR AT ION
D O NAT IO N S

We kindly request that if you are able to
make a donation towards the poinsettias
and other Christmas decorations for the
church this year, please contact the
church office. Thank you for your
generosity. May we all enjoy a blessed
Christmas season!

V A S ILO PITA

C E L E B R AT IO N

On January 12th, the Philoptochos will
host the church’s annual Vasilopita
celebration.
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C EN T E N N IA L

A L BU M S C A N NOW B E PU RC H A S E D O N L IN E !

St Spyridon’s Centennial Album is the perfect Christmas gift for your children and loved
ones and now as well as buying one at church, you can purchase it online at
stspyridonchurch.org/product/centennial-album/
This hardcover, gold embossed, hand-stitched 368 page heirloom captures the first 100
years of the Hellenic Community in Newport and is a wonderful keepsake for
parishioners past and present and for anyone who has ties to or has celebrated special
moments at St. Spyridon in Newport. Please share the link with anyone you know!

R EL IG I O U S

E D U C AT IO N N E W S

Dear Families,
We are hoping everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving! On December 1, there will be
no classes due to some families leaving out of town. Our church is sponsoring a family
for the Christmas season. This family has a single mother with three children. Please take
a tag/ornament and donate an item to this family. All gifts are due by December 15th.
Our annual Christmas pageant will be on December 22nd. On December 29th, there will
be no classes due to Christmas vacation.
Thank you,
Sunday School staff
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Thank you to all who worked tirelessly to plan our Christmas Bazaar and all who
came out to help. It was wonderful group effort and day of fellowship!
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DECEMBER 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

Sunday W

WED

THU

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
Parish Counc
7pm–9pm

8.
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

9.
Soup Kitchen
Setup: 4pm,
Meal: 5pm

10.

11. St Spyridon

12.
Feast of St. S
9am—Matin
10am—Litur

vespers and reception
hosted by
Philoptochos, 6pm,
Fr. Jim Katinas, of
New London to speak.

15. Metropolitan
16.
Methodios’ Festal
Visit to St. Spyridon
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

17.

18.

19.

22.
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

23.

24.
Christmas Eve
Vespers
5:30pm, followed by
carols with organ

25.
CHRISTMAS DAY
7am—Matins
8am—Liturgy

26.
No fasting fr
Dec.25th – J

30.

31.

Christmas
Pageant after
Liturgy
29.

9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy
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Winter Hours: Matins 9am, Divine Liturgy 10 am

U

cil Meeting

Spyridon
ns
rgy

FRI

SAT.

6.
Matins and Liturgy for
St. Nicholas
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

7.

13..
Bible Study
10:30—11:45am

14.

20.

21.

Upcoming Events
Dec 9th—Soup Kitchen, Setup 4pm,
Meal 5pm
Dec 11th—St. Spyridon Vespers and
reception hosted by Philoptochos, Fr.
Jim Katinas of St Sophia’s in New
London to speak
Dec 15th—Metropolitan Methodios’
Festal Visit to St. Spyridon
Dec 22nd—Christmas Pageant

5pm Vespers Followed
by Confessions

Regular Events
27.

18.

rom
Jan. 4th

Adult Sermon—Immediately after
Gospel Reading
Children’s Sermon—Before Holy
Communion

In Case of Emergency,
Please call
Fr. Aaron's
Mobile Phone:
617-733-1045

Children’s Religious Education—
Sundays, immediately after Holy
Communion
Children’s Greek School—
Tuesday and Thursday, 4-6 p.m.
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JANUARY 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

In Case of
Emergency,
Please call
Fr. Aaron's
Mobile Phone:
617-733-1045
5.
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

Sunday W

WED

THU

1.

2.

6.
Feast of Holy Theophany
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

7.
Feast of St. John the
Baptist
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

8.

9.
Parish Counc
7pm–9pm

12.
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy
Parish Council
Affirmatn. of Office
Vasilopita after
Liturgy

13.
Soup Kitchen
Setup: 4pm,
Meal: 5pm

14.

15.

16.

19.
9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy

20.

21.

22.

23.

9am—Matins
10am—Liturgy
Greek School Three
Hierarchs
12-2pm Youth
Retreat

27.

28.

29.

30.
Feast of the T
Hierarchs
9am—Matin
10am—Litur

12-1pm—Acolytes
Meal and Practice

26.

6pm—Introduction to
Orthodoxy

6pm—Introduction to
Orthodoxy
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Upcoming Events

Winter Hours: Matins 9am, Divine Liturgy 10am

Jan 5th—Acolytes Meeting and Practice

U

cil Meeting

Three Holy

ns
rgy

FRI
3.

SAT.
4.

Jan 12th—Vasilopita hosted by
Philoptochos after Liturgy
Jan 13th—Soup Kitchen, Setup 4pm,
Meal 5pm
Jan 26th—

10.

11.

•

Greek School Three Hierarchs
Presentation

•

12-2pm Youth Retreat

5pm Vespers Followed
by Confessions

17.

18.

24.

25.

Regular Events
Adult Sermon—Immediately after
Gospel Reading
Children’s Sermon—Before Holy
Communion
31.

Children’s Religious Education—
Sundays, immediately after Holy
Communion
Children’s Greek School—
Tuesday and Thursday, 4-6 p.m.
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K ITC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Elaine Brown to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—the next
soup kitchens will be Monday, December 9th and January 13th— (401 849-3480 /
ae.brown@cox.net).
For those who are interested in volunteering , the workers are asked to come at anytime
between 4 and 5 in order to set up, the meal is promptly at 5pm and we are done by
6pm. Please notify Elaine if you are planning to come so that they can plan according to
what help they will have. They will send an email to the list of volunteers as to what they
are serving and what they need for that meal.
If anyone would like to sponsor a month or make a monetary donation for ingredients, it
would be much appreciated. Please notify Elaine.
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal and Elaine Brown

L IT U RG IC A L M IN IS T RY
See below for our schedule of Liturgical Ministers. We have established a Welcome
Ministry to greet parishioners and guests each Sunday. Thank you to all those
participating as our greeters! Thanks also to our dedicated Epistle readers and Prosforo
bakers each Sunday.

Date

Greeters

Epistle Reader

Prosforo Baker

1st

Elaine Brown &
Marianne Pyliotis

George Menas

Eleni Anagnostopoulos

8th

Elaine Holder &
Tom Lewis

Marianne Menas

Martha Mellekas

15th

Jon Cooper &
Jim Rozes

Michael Sisak

Mersina Walsh

22nd

Ionna & Norman
Moreau

Elaine Holder

Margo Porter

29th

Elaine Brown &
Marianne Pyliotis

George Menas

Zoe Adamedes
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Thank you to Loula Eliopoulos for organizing a wonderful evening of decorating
and to all who came to make it such a fun evening!
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S T E WA R D S H IP
“Those that seek the Lord shall never be in want of any good thing.”
“Greed is the mathematical truism that the more you get, the more you have. The opposite
of greed – the selfless love of God and neighbor – is based on the truth that the more you
give away in love, the more you are.” Frederick Buechner
Put away the Pie Chart
Stewardship is not about calculations, portions or percentages. It cannot be reduced to a
number of hours of service or dollars offered. We can’t reduce our responsibilities as
members of the Body of Christ to paying the bills. Christian Stewardship is a mindset – a
way of life. In true stewardship, we do not give to the Church for any specific purpose. We
are giving back to God with joy in thanksgiving for what He has done for us. God is never
outdone in generosity.
Grace
The true motivation for giving is grace. Giving is an act of worship in response to the
generosity of God. “You are to give,” says Saint Paul, “as God has prospered you.” His
Second Letter to the Corinthians (9 & 10) teaches us clearly, “He who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully.” God blesses those who give with generosity.
Thanking God
The question is not, “How much do I give to stay in the club?” or “What are the dues?”
The real question we need to ask ourselves is “How do I thank God for my many
blessings?” As Orthodox Christians, we are called to a new way of seeing things – a new
way of life. Stewardship is obedience to the greatest commandment to “love the Lord with
all your heart, soul, mind and strength.” We are called to commit our lives to Jesus Christ
in such a way that leads to the joy of knowing him personally and profoundly. Th is kind
of commitment and resulting personal transformation is both contagious and attractive to
others.
God’s Generosity
Saint Gregory the Theologian writes, “You will never overcome God’s generosity, even if
you give away all that you have.... And however much you bring to him, always more
remains. Nor will you give anything that is your own; for all things flow from God.
Leave the Rest to God
You cannot do everything, but you can do something. God wants you to do your best and
leave the rest to him. Saint Theophan said, “Exert all your strength, but rest your concern
for success on God.” We do our best and leave the rest to Him.

DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020

PAGE 19

Talent Discovery and Strengths Development Groups

Let’s engage in a process of talent discovery and strengths development!
Let’s use our gifts for the glory of God, and to promote excellence and loving
service in our church and in the world!
“Groups that focus on identifying
members’ talents create a tremendous
bond among those members. As
members encourage one another in
developing those talents into strengths,
the spiritual journey they take together
deepens their faith,” writes Albert
Winseman, author of Growing and
Engaged Church. Together we will each
take the CliftonStrengths Assessment,
and then engage in exploring our talents and encouraging one another in
developing our talents into strengths. Please contact Fr. Aaron to be a part of a
talent discovery and strengths development group!
What is the Clifton Strengths Assessment? The most effective people are
those who understand their strengths and behaviors. These people are best
able to develop strategies to meet and exceed the demands of their daily lives,
their careers, and their families. A review of the knowledge and skills you
have acquired can provide a basic sense of your abilities, dbut an awareness
and understanding of your natural talents will provide true insight into the
core reasons behind your consistent successes. Your Signature Themes report
presents your five most dominant themes of talent, in the rank order revealed
by your responses to CliftonStrengths. Of the 34 themes measured, these are
your "top five." Your Signature Themes are very important in maximizing the
talents that lead to your successes. By focusing on your Signature Themes,
separately and in combination, you can identify your talents, build them into
strengths, and enjoy personal and career success...
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SCHOOL NEWS

The Protulis Greek School had a wonderful OXI Day Presentation and Celebration with
songs and poems in our Community Hall on Sunday, October 27.
On Sunday, December 15, His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston will visit our
community to celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the Church with us. All are invited.
The Protulis Greek School will participate and chant the following Hymns in the Church.
•

Απολυτίκιον Αγίου Σπυρίδωνος

•

Η Παρθένος Σήμερον τον Προαιώνιον Λόγον

The same school students will sing the traditional Kalanda in the church Hall consisting
of:
•

Άγια Νύχτα (Silent Night)

•

Οι Ποιμένες Γονατίζουν (tune like-Hark! The Herald Angels Sing)

•

Χιόνια στο Καμπαναριό

•

Κάλαντα Χριστουγέννων (Christmas Kalanda)

Our School students will participate on Sunday, January 12, during the celebration of
Vasilopita in the church Hall and they plan to sing the same Kalanda for all.
On Sunday, January 26 our students will present in church a short program about the work
and life of the Three Hierarchs.
Our calendar for December and January:
Monday, December 23-31
Wednesday, January 1
Sunday, January 12
Monday, January 20
Sunday, January 26

Christmas Recess (no School)
New Year’s Day (no School)
Vasilopita, St. Basil Hymn & New Year’s Kalanda (in Hall)
Public Holiday – Martin Luther King Day (no School)
Three Hierarchs Presentation (in Church)

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!
Photos Right: The Greek School celebrated Oxi Day with a wonderful program on
Sunday, October 28th.

DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020
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ST

S PY R ID O N

W E B S IT E

We have finally launched our new
St Spyridon website!
Go to stspyridonchurch.org (same
address as the old site) to see the
new site. The new framework is
there, but there is still much that
can be done.

Please contact Aliki Cooper if you
have ideas of anything you would
like to see on the website. We have started putting some ministry pages up where we
have the information, but if you do not see your church group up there yet, please
contact Aliki (alikicooper@yahoo.com) to talk about getting a page up for you.
We hope to really work to make the website a useful resource for parishioners!

P A N H E L L E N IC

S C H O L A R S H IP F O U N DAT IO N

The Panhellenic Scholarship Foundation offers awards annually to
recognize and reward students who have demonstrated exceptional
academic performance, as well as to provide meaningful support to
those with great financial need.
The Awards of $250,000 are offered at two levels:
Twenty (20) Awards of $10,000 based on academic achievement and
financial need; including two (2) allocated for music and the arts.
Twenty (20) Awards of $2,500 based solely on academic achievement.

Undergraduate students of Hellenic descent who are enrolled in an
accredited university in any of the 50 United States are eligible to
apply.
The application deadline is January 31, 2020. The scholarships will
be distributed at the Awards Ceremony and Gala, which will be held on June 13, 2020.

The Foundation strives to promote education which, combined with the values of our Faith
and Heritage, encourages and guides our scholarship recipients to become significant
achievers and contribute meaningfully to society.
Go here to apply: https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply/
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Please turn in your Financial Stewardship pledge for 2020.
St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church

Thames & Brewer Streets – P.O. Box 427 – Newport, RI 02840
Tel. 401.846.0555

Christian Stewardship Commitment Card
I/We _________________________________________ Phone____________________

Address __________________________________ Email _________________________

City ___________________________________ State________ Zip ________________

Commit to Stewardship in the amount of $ _______ to Christ and His Church for January
through December of the year _____, in gratitude for the gifts he has bestowed upon us.
Our commitment will be paid in installments of $__________ on a (please circle one) weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual basis.

Signed: _________________________________________________________________

Wishing you a blessed
Christmas and New Year

Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49
In loving memory of

John Stavros
Mellekas

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of

Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

Compliments of

Island of Skiathos
Organization

In loving memory of

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY

Estelle Parkos Antonio
Thomas S. Antonio

210 Coddington Highway
Middletown
847-6690

A-1 Pizza

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast

Voted Best in Rhode Island!

306 Broadway
Newport
Free Delivery
849-2213

120 West Main Road
Middletown
841-5560

In loving memory of

In loving memory of

Gregory T. Parkos
John T. Parkos

Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

Established 1967

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown

In loving memory of

236-2020

www.atlanticbeachhospitality.com

Capt. George
Anagnostos

Accommodations with
jacuzzis available!

Debbie Amarant
TERI DEGNAN
REAL ESTATE & CONSULTING

damarant@teridegnan.com
203-434-5196
www.teridegnan.com
In loving memory of

Thomas and Bessie
Alexander
Christy and Vasio
Petropoulos

