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June 6th
Ascension
June 10th
Soup kitchen
June 16th
Pentecost
Father’s Day
Greek School
Program
June 26-july 7
Project Mexico
Look for updates on
Facebook!

S PIR IT UA L R E N E WA L M E S S AG E
O F S M A RT P H O N E S
How often during each day do we check our phones, not
only to get work done and communicate with others, but
in response to an urge to be informed, stimulated,
fulfilled? I step into an elevator or a line at the grocery
store, and I feel it--the urge to “do something” on my
phone. Lately, I thank God for this urge to check my
phone, to find some positive stimulation, because it
reminds me that I am not complete. I need something to
complete myself.
But what do I really need? I am trying to let this urge to
pick up my phone be a reminder to reach out, not to
Google but to God. Our Lord Jesus teaches us, “one
thing is needful.” He is all we need. God is dying to give
us the Holy Spirit, but He waits for us to invite Him—
not once but throughout our lives. He waits for us to
acquire an attitude of neediness towards Him.

It may sound simple, but acquiring this attitude of
spiritual neediness requires discipline! One of the keys to
this discipline is daily prayer time. Having a discipline of
daily prayer time helps us to remember that God is what
we need. When we keep a simple prayer rule, the
remembrance of God spreads through the rest of our life
as well. If we acquire this attitude of “neediness“ before
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God, this will be a source of powerful renewal for us and our families, and in our parish.
Jesus promises his followers to make up what we lack due to our weaknesses:

“Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give will never thirst. But the water that I shall
give will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”
“I am the bread of life, anyone who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes
in Me shall never thirst.”
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.”
“Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I
will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.”
“I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly.”
“I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.
Do not let your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.”
“And remember, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Christ didn’t abandon the world when He ascended into heaven. He promised that He
would send down upon us the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth. God will never abandon us.
God is with us, and will always be with us! He is ready to fulfill our deepest longings, our
deepest needs, with His Holy Spirit. Will you allow Him to do this?
Here is the great promise of Pentecost. God’s Holy Spirit is ready to come and dwell
within us! All we have to do is open up and invite Him. All we have to do is accept Him.
And the more we open our hearts each day to receive Him, the more we will experience
the peace and joy of the living God active in our lives!
May we eagerly anticipate Pentecost, this month. May we use the urge to pick up our
smartphones as a blessed reminder to invite God into our lives, and to say a prayer at that
moment. “Lord Jesus Christ, You are all I need.” And may we begin each day with prayer,
inviting the Holy Spirit to come and be present and active in our lives: Come O Holy
Spirit, Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, present everywhere and filling
all things, Treasury of blessings and Giver of Life, Come and Abide in us, cleanse us from
every stain, and save our souls O Good One!
Christ is Risen! Christ is in Our Midst, Living and Active,

JUNE 2019

PAGE 3

S A I N T S P YR IDO N GR EE K OR TH ODO X C H URC H
www.stspyridonchurch.org, (401) 846-0555

Reverend Fr Aaron Walker
fraaronwalker@gmail.com, (617) 733-1045
Fr. Aaron’s Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday 2-5pm, Friday 12-3pm; and other days and times by
appointment.
Other Visits:
Visits to shut-ins and businesses by appointment.
Please let me know if you would like a visit, house blessing, or to meet at the church
I am reachable by cell phone.—I check messages throughout the day.
I am always available for emergencies.
Church Secretary, Kathy Lewis Saleh:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 12 to 5:30, Friday 11 to 4, secretary@stspyridonchurch.org
Parish Council President:
Dr. Cosmo Haralambidis
Chanters: TBD
Choir Director: Zoe Adamedes
Organist: TBD
Religious Education: Marianne Menas
Stewardship: Marianne Pyliotis Fox and
Valerie St Peter
Philoptochos President: Zinovia Canale
Acolytes: Andrew Wingert
JOY Advisor: Sandy Giannopoulos
Soup Kitchen: Elaine Brown
GOYA Advisor: Toula Mellekas
SERVICE

Greek School: Loula Eliopoulos & Eleni
Anagnostopoulos
Festival: Debbie Amarant
VOICE:
Editor—Aliki Cooper (alikicooper@yahoo.com)
Affiliated Organizations
AHEPA President: Michael Sisak
Daughters of Penelope President:
Ellen Anagnostos
Island of Skiathos Organization:
Christina Logothets

TI M E S

Sunday Summer Hours, Weekday Services
Matins 8:15 am
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
The Saint Spyridon Voice is a monthly publication of St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, 390 Thames St., Newport, RI 02840
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THANK

YO U TO A L L W H O H E L PE D O U R PA R IS H C E L E B R AT E
L EN T A ND PA S C H A
Christ is Risen!
On behalf of the entire Parish Council, we wish to offer a heartfelt thank you to everyone in our parish
family who contributed in so many ways to make this Lenten season, Holy Week and Pascha so extra special
and glorious!
So many people generously made donations and offerings of their time and talents and it would be
impossible to list them all by name. Here is an attempt to remember everyone!
Thank you
• to all of our parishioners and readers who participated in the Salutations to the Virgin Mary Services
and the Akathistos Hymnos. Also, many thanks to those who donated flowers to adorn the Icons during
these services.
• to all the parishioners who donated flowers or who made donations which offset the cost of the flowers,
candles, palms, and bay leaves used at this Holy Time, especially during the various Sundays during Lent
and especially throughout Holy Week and Pascha.
• to all the members of our parish family who donated of their time to chant, and read during the
numerous services held, especially during Holy Week, with a special shout out to our youth who made
the week truly special by lifting up their voices throughout the week!.
• to our Chanter, Choir, Choir Director and organist who assisted in making this Pascha especially
meaningful.
• to all the members of our parish family who coordinated the Good Friday Retreat for the youngsters of
our parish. They are our future and we must nurture them!!
• to the talented people of our parish who helped decorate our Kouvouklion so that it would be worthy
and beautiful enough to contain the Body of Christ.

• to all who assisted in preparing and training the myrrhbearing girls for their Good Friday contribution
and to all young girls who participated. They did a beautiful job!!
• to all who donated the eggs and those who helped to dye the eggs and then wrap them in netting and
ribbons in preparation for Pascha!
• to all who brought food to our pot-luck Paschal Meal, which was enjoyed by all.

• to all who volunteered their time to assist with distribution of the candles during Holy Week.
• to our acolytes who worked so hard during Holy Week.
And finally, a warm and heartfelt thank you to Father Aaron who led us all through our Lenten Journey this
year, and also to his lovely Presvytera Amelia and his children, who made sure Father kept up his strength,
especially during the busy Holy Week schedule!!
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EN C YC L IC A L F RO M H IS E M IN E N C E A RC H B IS H O P D E M E T R I O S

May 8, 2019
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Christ is Risen!
Following the Apostolic injunction of speaking the truth in love (Ephesians
4:15), I have today the great honor to communicate with you in a spirit of truth and love,
in order to share with you some important items related to the life and progress in Christ
of our holy Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
By the blessing of God, twenty years ago, I received the singular honor of being
elected Archbishop of America by our Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and the Holy
and Sacred Synod of our Ecumenical Patriarchate.
On September 18, 1999, in my enthronement address I emphasized the necessity of
cultivating three very important areas. First, the cultivation and growth of our Orthodox
faith which our Ecumenical Patriarchate has preserved intact and immaculate. Second,
the establishment of a spirit and action of love, charity, and care for the human being,
without any limitation, discrimination or reservation. And third, the promotion of
unbreakable unity, concord, and unanimity of our ecclesiastical body, and of our Greek
Orthodox Community in general, remembering what the Lord prayed to His Father, that
they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be
one in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me (John 17:21).
For twenty years, through an intense effort to cover the multifaceted spiritual,
educational and cultural needs of our Archdiocese, I have tried, in cooperation with the
grace of God to remain faithful to the aforementioned aims of Faith, Love, and Unity. In
addition, major themes related to the important diptych of Orthodoxy and Hellenism such
as the religious freedom of our Ecumenical Patriarchate, the tragedy of the foreign
occupation of Cyprus, and the Macedonian issue, have also been areas of our concern and
action. All of the above have been realized through strong and substantive cooperation
with the distinguished and beloved brother hierarchs, pious priests, deacons, monks, and
nuns, the dedicated lay people of the major organizations of the holy Archdiocese and the
Omogenia, and with the impressive contribution and help of the more than 500 parishes
in America. An integral part of this twenty-year effort has been the unfailing care and
support in every way of our Ecumenical Patriarchate.
It must be earnestly noted that such an undertaking extending over a twenty-year period
has gone through various challenges, unpredictable difficulties, unjust attacks and actions
by various people, something that has been happening to the Church from its inception to
our own times. In every case, I have remembered daily what St. Paul said that, a great
and effective door has opened to me, and there are many opponents (1 Corinthians 16:9),
and also the text from the Book of Revelation, Behold, I have set before you an open
door, which no one is able to shut (Revelation 3:8). Glory and honor and thanksgiving
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belong to the almighty and merciful God, Who did not allow for us to be crushed, but on
the contrary, He granted us the gift of having among us inspiring examples of many
faithful clergy and laity who remained strong and dedicated to God in spite of all
difficulties.
Such a long and intense undertaking certainly was not free from human mistakes
and possible wrong actions. I express my sincere sorrow for all of them, accompanied by
the assurance that any mistakes and wrong actions were not the result of bad intent,
indifference or selfishness. If I have caused pain to any, I ask for forgiveness; while from
my heart I offer forgiveness to anyone who caused pain to me.
And now, having the very great blessing of reaching the twentieth year of my
diakonia as Archbishop, and by the grace of God running the course of the 92nd year of
my long life, and keeping in mind the Biblical counsel from the Book of Ecclesiastes that,
There is a time for everything under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1), I thought it appropriate and
timely to place at the disposal and discretion of our Ecumenical Patriarch and the Holy and
Sacred Synod of our Ecumenical Patriarchate my resignation. At the same time, I am
praying that my successor in the holy throne of the Archbishop of America will receive in
abundance the grace and power of the Crucified and Risen Lord, so that he will be able to
realize important and sacred work in America; and specifically, in continuing and
completing the construction of the historic Church and National Shrine of St. Nicholas in
New York, and for the building up of our Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek School
of Theology in Brookline, MA.
In my new status, I will have the opportunity to dedicate ample time to prayer: prayer
not only for you, my beloved brothers and sisters and for the holy Archdiocese of
America, but also for the Omogenia, for our Ecumenical Patriarchate, and for all people
finding themselves under difficulties, torments and tragic conditions.
As I bring to a close now and look back over the long span of my theological and
ecclesiastical diakonia in the United States, I offer glory and praise and thanksgiving to
God for the honor and love you have displayed abundantly to my person. And in all
humility, but also in clear conscience, I repeat the beautiful confession of St. Paul, I have
fought the good fight, I have completed the course, I have kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7).
You and your noble families have my continuous and warmest prayers for abundant
grace from God, for joyful progress and fulfillment in all aspects of your lives and
endeavors, and for your fully enjoying the magnificent biblical blessing, The Lord bless
you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace (Numbers 6:24-26).
With paternal love and highest esteem in Christ, our Crucified and Risen Lord and
God,
† D E M E T R I O S, Archbishop of America
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P E NT E C OST AND P R O J E C T M EX IC O
Every year, fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ, the Orthodox Church celebrates
the feast of Pentecost, commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit as burning and shining
tongues of fire upon the heads of the Apostles, and how they spoke of “God’s wonderful
works” in many different languages to all of the people that were present from various nations
around the world. The meaning is clear. The good news of God’s healing, salvation, and
spiritual transformation is for all people of all backgrounds and nationalities. At Pentecost,
God sent His Holy Spirit upon the Church to give us the ability to obey Jesus’ final
commandment before He ascended: “Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey
all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end
of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). The use of many different languages by the Apostles
illustrates the universality of the good news of salvation; and reminds us that we too are called
as church to share God’s love with people of different backgrounds and nationalities. For we
too have received the Holy Spirit by our baptism and chrismation, and each year we receive
Him afresh during the Kneeling Prayers of Pentecost.
From June 26 to July 3, young people of St. Spyridon’s - Kennedy George, Melina
Johnson, Isabel Petrou, Adrian Gvosdev, Dimitri Moisiadis, Lukas Walker, as well as several
young people from other parishes - together with chaperones Maria Holder, Julia Moisiadis,
Nick Gvosdev, and Father Aaron, are building a home for a homeless family through Project
Mexico. This cross-cultural service Project is one way we are fulfilling Jesus’ command to
“go and make disciples of all nations” as a church. As part of our Cinco de Mayo celebration
to raise awareness and raise funds for this trip, our young people shared the following
presentation after Liturgy.
Economic Conditions and the Selection Process
Driving through the impoverished rural communities around Tijuana, Mexico, you see
homes made of old garage doors, wooden pallets, tarps, tires or other discarded mostly from
the United States. It is sad how difficult it is for families to find a permanent home. The cost of
land in Mexico can be so expensive, once families have saved enough to take out a mortgage
on their land, they often have little left to construct a secure home.
Finding the right families to build for is not an easy task. For this reason, Project
Mexico works closely with Mexican Social Services and other local resources to identify
potential candidate families. Potential families are interviewed to determine their need based
on annual income, family size, overall quality of life, employment and the potential benefit
that a home will have on them.
Home Building
Project Mexico Teams of 20-30 Orthodox Christians from around the U.S. and
Canada, led by young adult summer interns, build a long-lasting, weathertight home in four
days. First we will mix, pour, and finish a concrete slab about 12 feet x 24 feet, which will
become the floor of the two-room house we are building. Next, we will assemble prefabricated metal stud wall and roof panels. The exterior walls will be wrapped in chicken wire
to receive stucco and lime wash--the family chooses between blue, yellow and red lime wash.
The roof panels will receive plywood and asphalt roll-roofing material. We will install one
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entry door and two vinyl windows. Interior drywall, finishing, electrical, plumbing, etc. is left
for the family to complete as they are able. The final day of construction is concluded very
emotionally by a house-blessing service and giving the family the keys to their new home.
St. Innocent Orphanage, by Isabel Petrou
St. Innocent Orphanage is a 16 acre horse ranch that was transformed into a home for
abused and abandoned young boys, in order to provide them with a home, a family, and spiritual
direction, as well as emotional and psychological healing, education, athletics and other
activities.
The teachings and practices of Orthodoxy are led by Fr. Nicholas Andrewchow, an
Orthodox priest from the U.S. who lives here with his wife and children, as well as by a full
staff of American and Mexican staff members. The boys begin every morning with prayer, and
on Sundays they have Divine Liturgy. The Orthodox faith is extremely valued here.
The orphanage is not a foster care facility. It is projected that the boys will stay until
they are grown men. Unfortunately, there are many orphaned children in Mexico that are left to
care for themselves alone and could even be involved with violence and drug trafficking.
The St. Innocent Orphanage has become a meaningful and important place to these
boys. It has basically saved their lives.
What is it like to do this service mission trip and what is gained?
The St. Spyridon Project Mexico build team will stay on the grounds of the St. Innocent
Orphanage, interacting with the boys each day, playing soccer or basketball, and participating in
chapel services together. The special spirit of the St. Innocent Orphanage leaves its mark on
those who participate in the summer building teams of Project Mexico.
There will be several homes built the week we are there. During the day, teams of 25-30
volunteers will split up to go to their various build-sites in the rural neighborhoods around the
St. Innocent Orphanage. The more-than 100 participants will be together for morning chapel
and breakfast, and then reconvene after the work day for sports and down-time, dinner, evening
chapel, discussion sessions, campfire, as well as one outing to the beach and one to the market.
Why we have decided to go? By Kennedy George
The reason I want to go to Mexico is because I want to give back to Christ. He has
given me so many blessings, a loving family, a great home and a wonderful community to grow
up in. I feel I should give back and do something in his honor. I feel, when I give back, as if I’m
defeating evil. All the evil and hate in this world can be minimized when I or anyone else does
something kind for another.
Sometimes our children surprise us. Although we are called to guide them in God’s ways,
they sometimes remind us what being the Church and receiving the Holy Spirit is all about:
“giving back to Christ… do something in his honor… defeating evil… doing something kind
for another.” May we learn from their example!

Your prayers and donations for our
PROJECT MEXICO team are much appreciated.
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A RC H B IS H O P A RC H PA S TO R A L G R E E T IN G

My Beloved Faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America:

Χριστὀς Ἀνέστη! Christ is Risen! He is truly risen!
Even though I am, as the Apostle Paul once said, “absent in the body” from you, I am
very much with you in heart, in mind, and in spirit (cf. I Cor. 5:3). I wanted to take this
moment to communicate with you through this marvelous tool of social media,
to express how much I desire to embrace all of you as spiritual children, and to manifest to
you the love with which God has graced my heart for the precious flock of the Holy
Archdiocese of America.
In the coming days and weeks, we will all be learning about one another. I have
already received and continue to receive warm greetings and messages of congratulations
from across America, and I am heartened by them all. You will be learning about me, but
what I want all of you to know most importantly, is that that I am coming to America not
only to be your Archbishop, but I am coming to be your spiritual friend and brother,
your servant in the Lord, your co-worker in Christ, and your fellow steward of all the gifts
of God that have been bestowed upon the Greek Orthodox Faithful of America. Together
we will bring the Holy Archdiocese of America to the greater understanding that we are the
Body of Christ, and each of us a precious member.

To you and to all our Orthodox Christian Brethren across America, I bring the
blessing of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. I am coming to you as
your brother in Christ. And, on June 22nd at my Enthronement, I look forward to
embracing our ecumenical and interfaith friends as well, and the whole pluralistic American
society that values freedom of conscience and religious liberty with such intensity.
Let this be a time of hope and positive expectation for us all. We have much to
accomplish together, and by God’s grace and with His strength, we must surely be
victorious.
Χριστὀς Ἀνέστη! Ἀληθῶς Ἀνέστη!
In the Risen Lord,

Archbishop Elpidophoros of America
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C O U N C IL U PDAT E

Dear Fellow Parishioners,
This is the most critical time for preparing for our number one fundraising event, our
annual festival. In that regard, your Parish Council has individually taken a direct role in
supporting the committed Despina Amarant in trying to make it a successful and
profitable festival. As the elected body responsible for managing the finances of our daily
church operations, we cannot emphasize enough that we are doing everything we can as
a volunteer group.
We have reached out to members of the Endowment Fund to take a leadership role in
trying to locate members, businesses, and groups that can provide a donation to the cost
of our supplies for the festival. For example, our police and fire detail alone will cost us
$2500, and our tent $4600. A lot of food will need to be sold just to cover these 2 items,
not including over $23,000 of other expenses. Yes, this is a massive undertaking, and we
need more than 8-10 people to prepare it, let alone run it. As a council, we ask once again
that members of our parish step up to help with this effort in any way they can. Words
alone are not enough. There will be weeks of pre-baking, ordering, stocking, and
meetings. Please reach out to Despina or myself.
The most important part of our future is in our stewards and their involvement in all
aspects of our Church family. I ask that each of you look into what you feel important for
your Church, the Greek Orthodox Church of St. Spyridon, Newport, RI. I propose a
format of suggested minimum student, individual, and family financial contribution apart
from voluntary time contribution. We have to look into our heart and ask ourselves what
is the cornerstone of our life and where do we look to in times of greatest joy and sorrow.
Where will we find guidance and support if not in the Church? We do not second guess
our invoice for our “communication” tools such as our cell phones and internet. We
question quickly our “invoice” for our communication tool and portal to our Heavenly
Kingdom. We question the importance of sustaining the most important components of
our being- mind, body and soul. It is quite simple to diagnose the ills of what is going on
around us in society. The complete lack of accepting the gift of what God has offered us
on Pentecost is all being revealed as is written in Revelations.
We as a community need to invest heavily on strengthening all our programs for adults
and children. We need stewards, volunteers and leaders on all levels that are devoted,
informed and value the importance of the Church and its members. We need to look
around our Church and ask ourselves, “How can we make it the jewel that it needs to
be?” I personally walk around and ask myself, “How can anyone not see the significant
needs of our Church?” both internally and externally.
With Deep Love of Our Church,
Dr. Cosmo Haralambidis
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

In Case of Emergency,
Please call
Fr. Aaron's
Mobile Phone:
617-733-1045

June 30.
8:45 am—Matins
9:3-0am—Liturgy

2.
8:45 am—Matins
9:3-0am—Liturgy
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Sunday Sum

3.

4.

5.

6.
Holy Ascensio
8:45—Matins
10 am—Litur

7pm - Parish

9.
8:45 am—Matins
9:3-0am—Liturgy

10.

12.

13.

Soup Kitchen
Setup: 4pm,
Meal: 5pm

11.
Small Vespers, followed
by Intro. to the Orthodox
Church Class
6pm – 7:15pm

16.
PENTECOST
8:45 am—Matins
9:3-0am—Liturgy

17.

18.

19.

20.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

8:45 am—Matins
9:3-0am—Liturgy

Project Mexico T
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mmer Hours: Matins 8:15 am, Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

Upcoming Events
June 2nd—General Assembly

June 6th—Parish Council Meeting, 7pm

U

FRI

SAT.
1.

June 10th—Soup Kitchen, Setup 4pm,
Meal 5pm
June 10th—AHEPA meeting, 7pm,
AHEPA Apartments Clubroom, 3rd
Floor, 87 Girard Avenue
June 16—Greek School End of Year
Program

7.

8.

on
s
rgy

June 26th—July 3rd—Project Mexico
trip
July 13th—St Spyridon Orthodox
Christian Film Festival

h Council

Trip

14.

15.

Regular Events
Adult Sermon—Immediately after
Gospel Reading
21.

22.

Children’s Sermon—Before Holy
Communion
Religious Education—Sundays,
immediately after Holy Communion (on
break for summer)

28.

29.

June 26th—July 3rd

Children’s Greek School—
Monday-Thursday, 4-6 p.m. (on break for
summer after June 16th)
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H E L L EN IC F E S T 2 0 1 9

J U LY 2 6 - 2 8
St. Spyridon’s Hellenic Fest 2019 is off to a
great start, but we need your help!. We are
looking for volunteers leading up to and
during the festival. Please contact Debbie
Amarant debbie.amarant@gmail.com or
hellenicfest@gmail.com if you are interested
in volunteering. Sub-committees that need
leadership include Fundraising, Raffle,
Workshops, Marketing etc.
The Great Tent Banner Initiative allows you to showcase your personal or business
logo to the hundreds of visitors that walk through our tent during the Hellenic Fest.

S OU P

K ITC H E N N E W S

Dear Friends,
Please call or email Elaine Brown to sign up to help at this month's soup kitchen—the next
soup kitchen is on Monday, June 10th— (401 849-3480 / ae.brown@cox.net).
For those who are interested in volunteering , the workers are asked to come at anytime
between 4 and 5 in order to set up, the meal is promptly at 5pm and we are done by
6pm. Please notify Elaine if you are planning to come so that they can plan according to
what help they will have. They will send an email to the list of volunteers as to what they
are serving and what they need for that meal.
If anyone would like to sponsor a month or make a monetary donation for ingredients, it
would be much appreciated. Please notify Elaine.
Thank you for your help in our Ministry,
St. Spyridon Soup Kitchen Team
Rose Apostal and Elaine Brown
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S T E WA R D S H IP C O R N E R - O U R O RT H O D OX C H R IS T IA N L E G AC Y
What Will We Leave Behind for God's Church and Family?
Do you have a will? Seventy percent of Americans don't. Although you may not want to
consider preparing a will, it will save your heirs significant time and money and even
heartache.
With a will you ensure that your family, charitable
and financial wishes are carried out. There is no
70% of Americans DO
more personal gift than one given through estate
NOT have a will ... Yet
planning. Personal and family concerns, matters of
annually, we give $390
life and death, and other profound issues must all be
considered.
billion in 2016 to
Most people who prepare a will also have planning
charitable organizations.
directives. These documents, known as power of
Think about leaving a
attorney, letters of instruction, and living wills
legacy to your Church!
provide guidance about one's wishes for:
• Medical Care consistent with your own desires
and according to your Orthodox teachings
• Tax-advantaged and charitable financial
planning
• Distribution of personal property
For most people, the greatest financial gift we are able to give is what we leave behind when
we fall asleep in the Lord. How can we make such a gift? Through arranging for to donate:
• Cash or securities
• Life Insurance
• Gift Annuities
• Bequests/Wills
• Real Estate or Other Investments
Americans give generously to charitable organizations in this manner. In 2016, more than
$390 billion was given by individuals through their estates. The two greatest recipients were:
• Religious Organizations ($122 billion)
• Education Institutions ($59 billion)
Planned giving can be very rewarding, allowing you to see your gift at work while receiving
tax benefits now. Giving to the Church is an opportunity to examine your priorities and
values. It is an opportunity to express your gratitude, to give of yourselves and to grown in
grace. Think and pray about your future, and about your desire to leave a lasting legacy. You
have an opportunity to give something that will touch and bless future generations.
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C EN T E N N IA L
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A L BU M C O M IN G IN J U N E !

The Centennial Album Committee is thrilled to announce:

The albums are currently in production!
We should have them ready
to distribute by the end of June.
We are very excited for you to see them.
This album has been a labor of love that took longer than we
anticipated, but we have so enjoyed digging into the history of this
community and are thankful for the wonderful photos and stories
you have shared with us. Seeing this album finally come to
fruition makes it worth all of the hours spent.
We would like to thank the committee members for all of their hard work:
Loula Eliopoulos tirelessly worked to coordinate and bring parishioners in for the
directory photo portraits (both with LifeTouch and with Peter Mellekas - thanks,
Peter!) and also helped with sales of the album.

Dino Spentzos was our dogged researcher who worked with a historian and the
Newport Historical Society and researched online to uncover important moments in
the history of our church. Dino also spearheaded the effort to scan all photos submitted
by parishioners (no small task!), even buying a portable scanner so he could go to them
and make it easy for them to share their photos.
Janet Spentzos joined in the research efforts and spent many hours in the Newport
library scanning old newspapers. She took down the oral histories from many of our
beloved parishioners and used them to write the story of the origins of our community,
and she spent time researching the history of our patron saint, bringing his good works
to life. Janet also helped highlight our traditions in the "Through the Years" section
and spread the threads of our religion throughout the album in choosing all of the Bible
quotes that so perfectly bookending the different chapters.
Joanne Cadenazzi joined our team as a writer to lend a consistent voice to each of the
histories of our organizations. Having been a member of this community much of her
life, Joanne was able to also add her personal touch in writing the history of our
community, decade-by-decade, after the founding years. Her ideas and enthusiasm for
the writing of this book were instrumental in getting all the parts completed.

JUNE 2019
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Maria Fowler graciously came on in the final leg of the project to help get us to the
finish. She shared the talents of her vocation as an editor and really helped to
streamline the history and give the entire album continuity. She spent many hours
reviewing the content and fine tuning every detail down to the last comma and
somehow managed to coordinate with all of the team from her home in New
Hampshire!
Despina Haralambidis relentlessly researched and fact-checked all of the historical
details that went into this album. She traveled frequently to parishioners' homes to
identify pictures with them and then triple checked other resources to make sure that
we were naming everyone correctly. She amassed lists of organization memberships
and Greek businesses and then combed online archives to validate her findings and
catalogued and organized all of the photos (again, no small task!) and provided this
content to the writers. She managed sales and financials and this entire project from
start to finish and worked tirelessly to make sure that we were delivering an accurate
account to the last detail.
Aliki Cooper did all of the technical work on the album, including lovingly editing
every single photo (the album includes 1,221 photos in total!) to take out any stains or
cracks and laid out the entire album. She worked hard to select the photos that would
best augment the story and arrange the chapters to make sure photos matched up with
the appropriate text. She worked with families to create all of the family and memorial
pages to capture the love the parishioners have for their St. Spyridon community.
And, of course, together as a group there were endless meetings to discuss what things to
highlight, go through all of the photos, piece together the history and review and edit and
then review and edit some more!
We are sure that despite our best efforts, there will be something that we missed or that we
got wrong, but please know that it is not from lack of effort! We truly did our best to
include photos from anyone that gave them to us and to make sure that we included as
many of the wonderful parishioners as we could from our rich history.

Stay tuned for the exact date when the albums are ready to be distributed. We will order
some extra copies so contact us at centennialalbumcommittee@gmail.com if you would
still like to order an album and have not already done so.

We are so excited to finally share this heirloom with you!
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G REETERS
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FOR JUNE

We have been working to establish a Welcome Ministry to greet parishioners and guests
each Sunday. Thank you to all those participating! The greeters for June are as follows:
June 2nd
June 9th
June 16th
June 23rd
June 30th

Marianne Pyliotis & Jim Rozes
Elaine Holder & David Jasinski
Elaine Brown & Tom Lewis
Ionna & Norman Moreau
Marianne Pyliotis & Jim Rozes

P H ILO PTO C H O S

NEWS

The members of Philoptochos thank all those who contributed items for the Easter Basket.
A special thank you to Joanne Cadennazzi who took all those generous items to create a
beautiful basket that was greatly appreciated and allowed us to raise money for our
charitable causes. We are happy to congratulate Sandy Giannopoulos as the recipient of the
basket. Also, the beautiful afghan made by Mersine Logothets was won by Chrystalia
Panteleos. Congratulations. Thanks to the community for your generous support!
The Philoptochos will end its year with its traditional Dinner/Meeting. Please look for
details to follow.
Please contact Loula Eliopoulos at 847-7746 to spread a little sunshine for community
members who are ill or otherwise restricted.

As always dues ($25.00) may be mailed to Ionna Bairos-Moreau at 25 Seafare Lane,
Portsmouth , RI. We will gladly accept dues at the meeting as well.
G EN E R A L A S S E M B LY M E E T IN G

There is a General Assembly on

Sunday June 2nd
following Liturgy.
Please make every effort to attend.
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F E S T IVA L

We are so proud of Melina Johnson and Pauline Cooper who beautifully represented our
church at the Metropolis St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.
We also enjoyed the speeches of the three participants in the Elementary Oratorical
Festival at our church. The Elementary division is not judged, but is great practice as
they prepare to enter into the Junior Division in 7th grade. Bravo to all involved!

Above: Pauline Cooper and Melina
Johnson with Fr. Aaron at the
Metropolis Oratorical Festival on
May 11th.
Right: Eleni Haralambidis, Eleni
Soares, and Genevieve Walker with
Fr. Aaron and Marianne Menas at
the Elementary Oratorical Festival
on May 12th.
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Protulis Greek LanguageSchool
St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church
Year-End Presentation and Celebration

Sunday, June 16, 2019
Immediately following Divine Liturgy in the Community Hall
The entire Parish Family is invited to celebrate with us!
Breakfast, Desserts, Coffee and Refreshments provided by the
students’ parents and the teachers.
THE 19TH

A N N UAL F IL M F E S T IVA L

If you have any interesting video of a religious
topic, burn it to a DVD, and then enter it into the St.
Spyridon Orthodox Christian Film Festival. There
are many chances to win prizes, even the younger
ones in our parish! If you have an Apple device,
and your video is on that device, you should also be
able to stream it using our Apple TV apparatus.
Saturday, July 13, is the date.
All event activities are free. Coffee and donuts will be available at arrival time, 9:30 to
10:00. Films will be viewed from 10:00 until 12:00. Lunch will follow. Once lunch is
over, we will enjoy a 90 minute Rum Runner excursion in the harbor. [beginning at 1:45
PM sharp]. Hope to see you there!
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E D U C AT IO N N E W S

Dear Families,
We thank the families for a wonderful year! If any family still has an OCMC box,
please bring it in to Marianne anytime. Once all boxes are in, a total amount will be given
for the 2019 year.
Please continue to grow the basil over the summer. Also more information will come
over the summer if a retreat will take place.
Thank you,
Sunday School staff

St Spyridon
Sunday School
2018-2019
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FA M ILY N E W S

(MAUD HOWE ELLIOTT CHAPTER 245)

Mission: The mission of the AHEPA Family is to promote Hellenism, Education,
Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, and Family and Individual Excellence.
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the local AHEPA Chapter will take place on (the
Second) Monday of the month, the 10th of June at 7:00 pm at the AHEPA Apartments
Clubroom, 3rd Floor, 87 Girard Avenue, Newport, RI, USA. Please be present as we
shall have elections!
Invitation: All are invited to join the AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope local
chapters!
(See a member of AHEPA or Daughters of Penelope for more information.)

S U N DAY S U M M E R H O U R S
S TA RT J U N E 2 N D
June 2 through
and including Sept 1:
Matins: 8:15am
Divine Liturgy 9:30am
September 8:
Revert back to winter hours
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Please turn in your Stewardship pledge for 2019.
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St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church
Thames & Brewer Streets – P.O. Box 427 – Newport, RI 02840
Tel. 401.846.0555

Christian Stewardship Commitment Card

I/We _________________________________________ Phone____________________

Address __________________________________ Email _________________________

City ___________________________________ State________ Zip ________________

Commit to Stewardship in the amount of $ _______ to Christ and His Church for January
through December of the year _____, in gratitude for the gifts he has bestowed upon us.
Our commitment will be paid in installments of $__________ on a (please circle one) weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual basis.

Signed: _________________________________________________________________

In loving memory of

Gredo Vincent
Volpicelli
In loving memory of

Susan T.
Diomandes
Compliments of

Island of Skiathos
Organization

Order of AHEPA
Maud Howe Elliott
Chapter 245
Daughters of Penelope
Ares Chapter 49

Aquidneck Pizza

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
27 Aquidneck Avenue
Middletown
Take out orders: 849-3356

Mel’s Cafenio
25 Broadway
Newport
849-6420

In loving memory of

Stelios and Frangoula
Christopher

Daily 7am-12am, Fri & Sat 7am-2am

In loving memory of

CODDINGTON
BREWING COMPANY

Estelle Parkos Antonio
Thomas S. Antonio

210 Coddington Highway
Middletown
847-6690

A-1 Pizza

Rhea’s Bed & Breakfast

Voted Best in Rhode Island!

306 Broadway
Newport
Free Delivery
849-2213

120 West Main Road
Middletown
841-5560

In loving memory of

In loving memory of

Gregory T. Parkos
John T. Parkos

Anthony & Dorothea
Rozes

Established 1967

Flo’s Drive-In
Portsmouth
Flo’s Clam Shack
Middletown

In loving memory of

236-2020

www.atlanticbeachhospitality.com

Capt. George
Anagnostos

Accommodations with
jacuzzis available!

Debbie Amarant
TERI DEGNAN
REAL ESTATE & CONSULTING

damarant@teridegnan.com
203-434-5196
www.teridegnan.com
In loving memory of

Thomas and Bessie
Alexander
Christy and Vasio
Petropoulos

