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Palm Sunday 

Saturday of Lazarus 

The Feast of Palms is a two-day 
celebration that falls between Great Lent 
and Holy Week. While they are days of 
celebration, they also announce the 
“beginning of the Cross” and Pascha. 
On Saturday, we remember the Raising 
of Lazarus and its promise of universal 
resurrection for all men.  

Palm Sunday celebrates the glorious and 
brilliant feast of the Entrance of Jesus 
into Jerusalem. The main road leading 
to Jerusalem was covered with palm 
trees. The multitudes, with palm 
branches in their hands, spread their 
cloaks on the road as a show of respect, 
crying out “Hosanna to the Son of 
David. Blessed is He that comes in the 
name of the Lord.” Branches of palms 
are distributed to the people in the 
Church at the end of the service.  Palm 



Bridegroom Services 

The services of these first three 
days are called “The Bridegroom 
Services,” for the theme of the two 
hymns that are repeated each 
evening refer to Christ, the 
Bridegroom, who comes at 
midnight. Christ is called the 
“Bridegroom” because in His 
Passion, He gives His life for His 
Bride, the people of God, the 
Church, just as a husband will 
sacrifice everything for his wife 
and family.  

On Palm Sunday evening the 
Church remembers the blessed and 
noble Joseph and the fig tree which 
yields no fruit and is condemned.  
 

 
 
On Holy Monday evening the 
Church remembers the parable of 
the Ten Virgins, who were waiting 
for the arrival of the Bridegroom 
at a wedding feast and unlike their 
foolish sisters, were ready when 
the Lord came to them.  
 

 
 
On Holy Tuesday evening, we 
hear the beautiful Hymn of 
Kassiane, which is a 
hymnological reflection on the 
repentance of a fallen woman. 



Holy Wednesday— 
Holy Unction 

Holy Unction is a Mystery (Sacrament) 
of the Church offered on Holy 
Wednesday, for the healing of both 
physical and spiritual illness, including 
the forgiveness of sins. Jesus continues 
to heal people today through the oil of 
unction, the prayers of the saints, and 
the prayers of our friends, just as He did 
in the Gospels.  Holy Unction is one of 
the seven Sacraments of the Church. 
 
James 5:14-15 is the basis for the 
Sacrament: "If any is sick among you, 
let him call the presbyters of the 
Church; and let them pray over him; 
anoint him with oil in the name of the 
Lord. And the prayer of faith shall save 
the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up; and if he has committed sins, they 
shall be forgiven him. " 
 
At the end of the service the priest 
anoints the faithful as he makes the sign 
of the cross on the face and top and 
palms of the hands saying, "For the 
healing of soul and body." 

Q-tips and Cotton Balls 



Holy Thursday Morning— 
The Last Supper 

On Holy Thursday we remember the 
washing of the disciples’ feet, the 
institution of the Holy Eucharist at the 
Last Supper, the agony in the garden of 
Gethsemene, and the betrayal of Christ 
by Judas. 
 
Holy Thursday Morning is an extra-
special Liturgy because we are with 
Jesus and the Disciples at the first Holy 
Communion which took place at the 
meal Jesus shared with His disciples the 
day before the Passover known as the 
Last Supper. Jesus gave bread and wine 
to His Disciples and told them to "do 
this in remembrance of me."   
 
The holy bread that is stored on the 
Altar is also replaced on this morning 
for the entire year. This holy bread is 
used for people who need communion 
during the week (i.e. Hospital visits or 
upon request).  

Chalice 



Holy Thursday Evening— 
12 Passion Gospels 

Holy Thursday evening we hear through 
12 Gospel readings all the details of 
Christ's life during His last few days - 
Judas' betrayal of Christ while He prayed 
in the Garden, Jesus’ trial, crucifixion 
and burial. After the fifth Gospel read-
ing, we kneel while our priest carries 
Christ hanging on a large Cross. Listen 
to what he says. He begins with: 
 
Today is hung upon the Tree (Cross), He 
Who suspended the land in the midst 
(middle) of the waters. 

Cross 



Holy Friday Afternoon—
Entombment 

Holy and Great Friday is the saddest day of 
Holy Week. When we enter the church, we see 
Jesus’ dead body hanging on the cross and an 
empty "Tomb" (kouvouklion, in Greek) 
decorated with flowers. During the Gospel 
reading in the afternoon service, we learn that 
Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate’s permission 
to bury Jesus’ body. At that point, the priest or 
his helpers remove the body of Christ from the 
big cross and wrap it in a large white sheet. 
The priest then takes Jesus’ wrapped body into 
the Sanctuary. Later in the service, Father 
carries the Epitaphios in a procession and lays 
it in the Tomb. The Epitaphios is a beautiful 
large embroidered or painted icon showing 
Joseph and Nicodemus placing Jesus in the 
Tomb, with the Theotokos, the Apostle John 
and the Myrrhbearing women watching or just 
Jesus lying on the tomb.  

Holy Friday Evening— 
The Lamentations 

On Holy 
Friday 
evening, we 
sing  psalms, 
hymns and 
readings, 
dealing with 
the death of 
Christ. During 
the Orthros, 
the 
congregation 
will join in 
chanting the 
Lamentations, 
hymns of 
praise to the Lord and relating His ultimate 
triumph over death. During this service the 
Epitaphios icon is carried in procession, 
usually outside, around the church. In some 
parishes the entire flower-bedecked Sepulcher, 
symbolizing the Tomb, is carried in the 
procession.  Girls in white dresses represent 
the myrrhbearers and lay flower petals in front 
of the Sepulcher. Epitaphios and Rose Petals 



Holy Saturday Morning— 
Liturgy of the 1st Resurrection 

After the Epistle, our priest, now wearing 
white vestments, walks throughout the 
Church tossing bay leaves (or other 
greenery) and joyfully chants that Jesus is 
in Hades freeing all the Righteous people 
(Those waiting to be set free. We see them 
in the Resurrection icon – “The Descent 
into Hades.”) He changed his vestments 
from purple to white and the altar covers 
too. These are signs of the first 
Resurrection – freeing the people in 
Hades.  

Bay leaves 

Holy Saturday Evening/ 
Easter Sunday Morning 

When we come to Church late Saturday 
evening, the Church is very quiet and 
dark. The only light comes from a few 
flickering candles. At midnight, our 
priest comes out of the Sanctuary 
singing Come receive the Light from the 
Light that is never overtaken by night 
and glorify Christ Who is risen from the 
dead. We all light our candles from his. 
At some churches, the priest, while 
holding the Gospel and the Pascha 
candle, reads the Gospel of the 
Resurrection in front of the Beautiful or 
Royal Doors. At other churches, he 
leads a procession outside the Church 
and reads the gospel there. In both 
situations we sing loudly and with great 
excitement: Christ is risen from the 
dead, by death trampling down upon 
death and to those in the tombs, 
bestowing life. The Church is full of 
bright candlelight! The priest's white 
vestments seem to glow! The Cross and 
the Tomb of Jesus are to the side as 
reminders of what happened to Jesus 
this week. The Church seems bigger and 
brighter. The Matins and Liturgy of 
Pascha begin. This is the happiest 
service of the year and we are glad to be 
part of it! 



Candle and Red Egg 

Agape Vespers 

The Gospel reading - John 20:19-25 - is 
read in as many languages as there are 
people who can read it - English, Greek, 
Latin, French, Spanish, Russian, 
Albanian, Arabic, German and more. We 
do this to show that Christianity is for all 
people. The “Good News” (the meaning 
of word “gospel” in Greek) that Jesus 
died and rose from the dead is for the 
entire world because God loves all 
people alike. 

Gospel 
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